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after; my Reception there not only turn'd to 

my Account, but ſeem'd a fair Invitation, that | 
I would make my Viſits more frequent: But, 

to give over a Winner, can be no very unpru- 

dent Reſolution, 


CS A a FT | 


The Author's firſt Step upon the Stage, His 
Diſcouragements. The bejt Actors in Europe, 
Lu: d. A Revolution, in their Favour. 
King William grants them a Licence to act 
in Lincoln's-Inn Fields. The Author's D. 

| treſs, in being thought a worſe 1ictor tan a 

| Poet. Reduc'd to terite a Part for himfelf, 

His Succeſs, More Remarks, upon Theatri- 

cal Action. Some, uten brmfclf. 
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gAVING given you the State of the 
Theatre, at my tuft Admiſſion to it; 
I am now drawing towards the ſeveral 
Revolutions it ſuffer'd, in my own 
Time. But (as you find by the ſetting out of my 
Hiſtory)that I always intended myſelf the Heroe 
of it, it may be neceſſaty to let you know me, 
in my Obſcurity, as well as in my higher Light, 
when I became one ct the Theatrical Trium- 
virat. 

The Patentees, who were now Maſters of 
this united, and only Company of Comedians, 
ſeem' d to mike it a Rule, that no young Per- | 
L 2 ſons, 


— — — — — 


148 De LIFE of 


ſons, Cefirous to be Actors, ſhould be admitted 
into Pay under, at leaſt, half a Year's Proba- 
non; wiſcly knowing, that how early ſoever 
they migh the approv'd of, there could be no 
orcat fear of lofins them, while they had, 
then, no other Market to go to. But, alas! 
Pay was the leaſt of my Concern; the Joy, 
and Privilege of every Day ſeeing Plays, for 
nothing, I thought was a ſufficient Confidera- 
tion, for the beſt of my Services. So that it 
was n Pain to my Patience, that I waited full 


three Quarters Gt a Ycar, before I was taken 
into a Sallary of Ten Shillings per Weck; which, 
with the Atiiſtance of Food, and Raiment, at 


my Father's Houte, I then thought a moſt 
plentiful Accetiior, and myſelf the happieſt of 
XIortals. 
The firſt Thing that enters into the Head of 
a Foung Actor, 15 that of being a Heroe: In 
this Ambition I was ſoon ſnubb'd, by the In- 
ſuficiency of my Voice; to which might be 
aided, an unintorm'd meagre Perſon (tho' then 
not ill made) with a diſmal pale Complexion. 
Under theſe Diſadvantages, I had but a me- 
lancholy Profrect of ever playing a Lover, 
with Mrs. Bracerir die, which I had flatter'd 
my Hops, that my Youth might one Day, 
wave recommended ime to. What was molt 
Promiting in me, then, was the Aptneſs of my 
Ear; tor Ii was foon allow'd to ipeak juſtly, 
tho' what was rave and ſcrious, did not equal- 
iv become me. Ihe firit Part, therefore, in 
ich I appear'd, with any glimpſe of Suc- 
cels, 
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ceſs, was the Chaplain in the Orphan of Or- 
way, There is in this Character (of one Scene 
only) a decent Pleafantry, and Senſe enough to 
ſhew an Audience, whether the Actor has any 
himſelf, Here was the firſt Applauſe I ever 
receiv'd, which you may be ſure, made my 
Heart leap with a higher Joy, than may be ne- 
ceſſary to deſcribe ; and yet my Tranſport was 
not then half fo high, as at what 8 
(who had now left the Stage) faid of me, the 
next Day, in my hearing. Grodman often 
came to a Rehearſal for Amuſement, and hav- 
ing fate out the Orphan, the Day bef. re; in a 
Converſation with ſome ot the principal Act. 
ors, enquir'd what new young Fellow that 
was, whom he had ſcen in the Chan) ain? 
Upon which, Monfort reply d, Thet's be, be- 
hind you. Goodman then turning about, ok d 
earneſtly at me, and, after ſome Pauſe, clap- 
ping me on the Shou! der, rejoin'd, 1 he dies 

not make a good Adter, II be d — 'd ! The 
Surprize of being commended, by one who 
had been himſelf ſo eminent, on the 8 tage, 
and in ſo politive a manner, was more than I 
could ſupport; in a Word, it almoſt took a- 


way my Breath, and (laugh, if you plcoſe) 


—— — — 


fairly drew Tears from my t ves ! And tho' it 
may be as ridiculous, as incredible, #9 tell you 
what a full Vanicy, and Content, at that time 
poſſeſs'd me, I will ftill make it a Qu 1 ion, 
whether Alrander himſelf, or C ar ſos tbe 
Twelfth of Sueden, when at the Head of -their 
firſt victorious Armies, could feel a greater 

L 2 Tranſ- 
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Tranſport, in their Boſoms, than I did then 
in mine, when but in the Rear of this Troop 
of Comedians, You ice, to what low Parti- 
culars I am forced to deten. to give you a 
true Reſemblarc- of toe cariy and lively Fol- 
lie- of my Mind. Let me give vou another 
Inti ice, of my Diſcretion, more deſperate, 
thin that, of preferring the Stage, io any 
other Views of Lite. One micht think, that 
the Madneſs of breaking, from the Advice, 
and Care of Parents, to turn Flayer, could 
not eaſily be exceeded ; But what think you, 
Sir, of Matrimony ? which, before I was 
T wo-and-twenty, I actually committed, when 
I had but Twenty Pounds a Year, which my 
Father had aſſur d to me, and Twenty Shil- 
lings a Week from my Theatrical Labours, to 
maintain, as I then thought, the happieſt 
young Couple, that ever took a Leap in the 
Dark! If after this, to complete my Fortune, 
I turn'd Poet too, this laſt Folly, indeed, had 
ſomething a better Excuſe, —Neceffity : Had 
it never been my Lot to have come on the 
Stage, 'tis probable, I might never have been 
inclin'd, or reduc'd to have wrote for it: But 
having once expos'd my Perſon there, I 
thought i: could be no additional Diſhonour to 
let my Parts, whatever they were, take their 
Fortune along with it.—But, to return to the 
Progreſs I made as an Actor. 

Queen Mary having commanded the Double 
Dealer to be acted, Kynaſion happen'd to be fo 
ill, that he could not hope to be able next 

Day 
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Day to perform his Part of the Lord Touch- 
wood. In this Exigence, the Author, Mr. Con- 


greve, advis'd that it might be given to me, if 


at ſo ſhort a Warning I would undertake it. 
The Flattery of being thus diftinguiſh'd by fo 
celebrated an Author, and the Honour to act 
before a Queen, you may be ſure, made me 
blind to whatever Difficulties might attend it. 
I accepted the Part, and was ready in it before 
I flept; next Day the Queen was preſent at 
the Play, and was receiv'd with a new Pro- 
logue from the Author, ſpoken by Mrs. Barry, 
humbly acknowledging the great Honour done 
to the Stage, and to his Play in particular: Two 
Lines of it, which tho' I have not fince read, I 
ſtill remember, 


But never were in Rome, nor Athens ſeen, 
99 fair a Circle, or ſo bright a Queen. 


After the Play, Mr. Congreve made me the 
Compliment of ſaying, That I had not only 
anſwer'd, but had exceeded his Expectations, 
and that he would ſhew me he was ſincere, by 
his ſaying more of me to the Maſters. He 
was as good as his Word, and the next Pay- 
day, I found my Sallary, of fifteen, was then 
advanc'd to twenty Shillings a Week. But 
alas! this favourable Opinion of Mr. Congreve, 
made no farther Impreſſion upon the Judg- 
ment of my good Maſters ; it only ſerv'd to 
heighten my own Vanity ; but could not re- 
commend me to any new Trials of my Capa- 
city; not a Step farther could I get, till the Com- 
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| pany was again divided ; when the Deſertion 


of che beſt Actor. left a clear Stage, for 
younger Champions to mount, and ſhew their 
beſt Pretenſions to Favour, But it is now time 
to enter upon thoſe Facts, that immediately 
preceded this remarkable Revolution of the 
4 neatre, 

You have ſeen how complete a Set of Act- 
ors were under the Government of the unitcd 
Patents in 1690; it their Gains were not ex- 


| traordinary, V what ſhall we impute it to, but 


{ome extraordinary ill Management ? I was then 

too young to be in their Secrets, and therefore 
can only obſerve upon what I ſaw, and have 
ſince thought viſibly wrong. 

Though the Succeſs of the Propheteſs, and 
King Arthur (two dramatick Operas, in which 
the Patentees had embark'd all their Hopes) 
was, in Appearance, very great, yet their 
whole Receipts did not ſo far balance the ir Ex- 
pence, as to keep them out of a 1:r;c Debt, 
which it was pubiickly known was, b ut this 
time, contracted, and which found Work for 
the Court of Chancery for about twenty Years 
following, till one fide ot the Cauſe grew 
weary, But this was not 2 that was wrong; 
every Branch of the Theatrical Trade had been 
wetrine'd, to the neceſſary eig out thoſe tall 
Ships of Burthen, that were to bring home 
the Ladies. Plays of courſe were neglected, 
Actors lied cheap, and ſlightly dreſs'd, while 
Singer, and . ers were better paid, and 
embroidet d. Theſe Meaſwres, of courſe, cre- 
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ated Murmurings, on one ſide, and Ill- humour 
and Contempt on the other, When it became 
neceſſary therefore to leſſen the Charge, a Re- 
ſolution was taken to begin with the Sallaries 
of the Actors; and what ſeem'd to make this 
Reſolution more neceſſary at this time, was 
the Loſs of Nekrs, Monfort, and Leigh, who 
all dy'd about the fame Year: No wonder 
then, if when theſe great Pillars were at once 
remov'd, the Building grew weaker, and the 
Audiences very much abated. Now in this 
Diſtreſs, what more natural Remedy could be 
found, than to incite and encourage (tho' with 
ſome Hazard) the Induſtry of the ſurviving 
Actors? But the Patentees, it ſeems, thought 
the ſurer vay was to bring down their Pay, in 
proportion to the Fall of their Audiences. To 
make this Project more feaſible, they propos'd 
to begin at the Head of them, rightly judging, 
that if the Principals acquieſc'd, their Inferiors 
would murmur in vain. To bring this about 
with a better Grace, they under Pretence of 
bringing younger Actors forwards, order'd ſe- 
veral of Betterton's, and Mrs. Barr;'s chief 
Parts to be given to young Peowel, and Mrs. 
Bracegirdle. In this they committed two pal- 
pable Errors; for while the beſt Actors are in 
Health, and ſtill on the Stage, the Publick 
is always apt to be out of humour, when 
thoſe of a lower Claſs pretend to ſtand in 
their Places ; or admitting, at this time, they 
might have been accepted, this Project might 
very probably have leſſen d. but could not 

poilibly 
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poſſibly mend an Audience; and was a fure 
Loſs of that Time, in ſtudying, which might 
have been better employ'd in giving the Au- 
ditor Varic ty, the only T emptation to a pall'd 
Appetne ; And Variety is only to be given by 
Induſt: y: Put Induſtry will always be lame, 
when the Actor has Reaſon to be diſconten- 
ted. This the Patentees did not confider, or 


pretended not to value, while they thought 


their Power ſecure, and uncontroulable : But 
farther, their firſt Project did not ſucceed ; for 
tho” the giddy Head of Povel, accepted the 
Parts of Betterftm; Mrs, Bracegirdle had a 
difterent way of thinking. and defir'd to be 
excus d, from thoſe of Mrs. Barry; her good 
Senſe was not to be miſled by the inſidious 
Favour of the Patentees; ſhe knew the Stage 
Was wide enough for her Succeſs, without en- 

ing into any ſuch raſh, and invidious Com- 
petition, with Mrs, Barry, and therefore whol- 
ly refus'd acting any Part that properly be- 
Ionz'd to her. But this Proceeding, however, 
was Warning enough to make Betterton be up- 
on his Guard, and to alarm others, with Ap- 
prehenſions of their own Safety, from the 
Deſign that was laid againſt him: Betterton, 
upon this, drew into his Party moſt of the 
valuable Actors, who, to ſecure their Unity, 


enter'd with him into a fort of Aſſocia- 


tion, to ſtand, or fall together. All this the 
Patent ecs ſor * time ſlighted, but when 
Matters drew towards a Criſis, they found it 
adlviſcable to take the ſame Meaſures, and ac- 

cordingly 
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cordingly open' d an Aſſociation on their part; 
both which were ſeverally ſign'd, as the In- 
tereſt or Inc ination of either Side led them. 

During er (tions, which the im- 
politick Patente? is' d againſt themſelves 
(not only by this I ave mentioned, but by 
many other Grievances, Which my Memory 
retains not) the Aqtors oifer'd a Treaty of 
Peace; but their Viaſters imagining no Con- 
ſequence could ſhake the Right of their Au- 
thority, refus'd all Terms of Accommodation, 
In the mean time this Diſſention was {> preju- 
dicial to their daily Affairs, that J remember it 
was allow'd by both Parties, that before CHI. 
mas, the Patent had loſt the getting of at leaſt 
a thouſand Pounds by it. 

My having been a Witneſs of this unneceſ- 
fary Rupture, was of great uſe to me, when 
many Years after, I came to be a Manager m 
ſelf, I laid it down as a ſettled Maxim, that 
no Company could flouriſh while the chief 
Actors, and the Undertakers were at variance. 
I therefore made it a Point, while it was poſ- 
ſible, upon tolerable Terms, to keep the va- 
luable Actors in humour with their Station; 
and tho' I was as jealous of their Encroach- 
ments, as any of my Co-partners could be, I 
always guarded againſt the leaſt Warmth, in 
my Expoſtulations with them; not but at the 
ſame time they might ſee, I was perhaps more 
deternin'd in the Queſtion, than thoſe that 
gave a looſe to their Reſentment, and when 
they were cool, were as apt to recede. I do 

not 
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not remember that ever I made a Promiſe to 
any, that I did not keep, and therefore was cau- 
tious how I made them. This Coldneſs, tho” 
it might not pleaſe, at leaſt left them nothing 
to reproach me with ; and if Temper, and fair 
Words could prevent a Diſobligation, I was 
ſure never to give Offence or reccive it. But 
as I was but one of three, I could not oblige 
others to obſerve the ſame Conduct. How- 

ever, by this means, I kept many an unreaſon- 

able Diſcontent, from breaking out, and both 
Sides found their Account in it. 

Howa contemptuous and overbearing manner 
of treating Actors had like to have ruin'd us, 
in our early Proſperity, ſhall be ſhewn in its 
Place: If future Managers ſhould chance to 
2 my way right, I ſuppoſe they will follov- 

- if not, when they find what happen' d to 
8 Patentees (who choſe to dif agree with their 
| People) perhaps they may think better of it. 

The Patentees then, who by their united 
Powers, had made a Monopoly of the Stage, 
| and conſequently preſum'd they might impoſe 
| what Conditions they plcaſed upon their Peo- 
ple, did not confider, that they were all this 
while endeavouring to enſlave a Set of Actors, 
whom the Publick {more arbitrary than them- 
ſe woe) were inclined to ſupport ; nor did they 
reflect, that the Spectator naturally wiſh'd, 
that the Actor, who gave him Delight, might 
enjoy the Profits ariſing from his Labour, v ith- 
out regard of what pretended Damage, or In- 
juſtice might fall upon his Owners, whoſe per- 
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ſonal Merit the Publick was not fo well ac- 
quainted with. From this Conſideration, then, 
ſeveral Perſons of the higheſt Diſtinction eſpous d 
their Cauſe, and fometimes, in the Circle, en- 
tertain'd the King with the State of the Thea- 
tre. At length their Grievances were laid be- 
fore the Earl of Dvrſet, then Lord Chamber- 
lain, who took the moſt effectual Method for 


their Relief. The Learned of the Law were 


adviſed with, and they gave their Opinion, that 
no Patent for acting Plays, &c. could tie up 
the Hands of a ſucceeding Prince, from grant- 
ing the like Authority, where it might be 
thought proper to truſt it. But while this Al- 
fair was in Agitation, Queen Mary dy'd, which 
of courſe occafion'd a Ceſſation of all publick 
Diverſions, In this melancholy Interim, Ber- 
terton, and his Adherents had more Leiſure to 
ſollicit their Redreſs ; and the Patentees now 
finding, that the Party againit them was ga- 
thering Strength, were reduced to make ture 
of as good a Company, as the Leavings of Bet- 
terton's Intereſt could form; and thele, you 
may be ſure, would not loſe this Occaſion of 
ſetting a Price upon their Merit, equal to their 
own Opinton of it, which was but juſt double 
to what they had before. Poe, and Ver- 
bruggen, who had then but forty Shillings a 
Week, were now raiſed each of them to four 
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Pounds, and others in Proportion : As for mpye 
teit, I was then too infigaihcant to be taken | 
into their Councils, and conſequently ſtood | 
among thoſe of little Importance, like Cattle in | 
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a Market, to be fold to the firſt Bidder. But 
the Patentees ſeeming in the greater Diſtreſs for 
Actors, condeſcended to purchaſe me. Thus, 
without any farther Merit, than that of being 
a ſcarce Commodity, I was advanc'd to thirty 
Shillings a Week: Vet our Company was fo 
far from being full, that our Commanders were 
forced to beat up for Volunteers, in ſeveral 
diſtant Counties ; it was this Occaſion that firſt 
brought Jobnſon and Bullock to the Service of the 
Theatre-Royal. 

Forces being thus raiſed, and the War de- 
clared on both Sides, Betterton and his Chiefs 
had the Honour of an Audience of the Ming, 
who conſider d them as the only Subjects, 
whom he had not yet deliver'd from arbitrary 
Power ; and graciouſly diſmiſs'd them, with 
an Aſſurance of Relief, and Support. Ac- 
cordingly a ſelect Number of them were im- 
power'd by his Royal Licence, to act in a ſe- 
parate Theatre, for themſelves. This great 
Point being obtain'd, many People of Quality 
came into a voluntary Subcription of twenty, 
and ſome of forty Guineas a- piece, for erecting 
a Theatre within the Walls of the Tennis- 
Court, in Lincoln's-Inn- Fields, But as it re- 
quired Time to fit it up, it gave the Patentees 
more Leiſure to muſter their Forces, who not- 
withſtanding were not able to take the Field 
till the Ea/fer- Monday in April following. Their 
firſt Attempt was a reviv'd Play, call'd Abdela- 
zar, or the Mors Revenge, poorly written, 
by Mrs. Bein. The Houle was very full, but 
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whether it was the Play, or the Actors, that 


A 


were not approved, the next Day's Audicnce 

funk to nothing. However, we were affured, 

that let the Audiences be never fo low, cur | 
Maſters would make good all Deficicnces, and 
ſo indeed they did, till towards the End of the 
Seaſon, when Dues to Ballance came too thick 
upon em. But that I may go gradually on | 
with my own Fortune, I mult take this Occa- 
ſion to Jet you know, by the following Cir- 
cumſtance, how very low my Capacity, as an 
Actor, was then rated: It was thouglit nece(- 
fary, at our Opening, that the Town ſhould 
be addreſs d in a new Prologue ; but to our great 
Diſtreſs, among ſeveral, that were otter'd, not 
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| one was judg d fit to be ſpoken. This! 
| thought a faourable Occation, to do mylcif | 
| ſome remarkable Service, it 1 ſhould have the | 
| good Fortune, to produce one that might be | 
| accepted. The next (memorable) !* y my | 
Muſe brought forth her firſt Fruit that was | 
ever made publick ; how good, or bad imports | 
not; my Prologue was accepted, and rcd 

on to be ſpoken. This Point being gain'd, To | 
began to ſtand upon Terms, you will fay, not | 

| unreaſonable ; which were, that if I might | 
ſpeak it myſelf, 1 would expect no farther | 
Reward for my Labour: This was judg'd as 

| bad as having no Prologue at ali! You may | 
imagine how hard I thought it, that they durſt 

not truſt my poor poetical Brat, to my own | 
Care, But fince I found it was to be given | 
into other Hands, I inſiſted that two Guineas : 
ſhould 
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ſhould be the Price of my parting with it; 
which with a Sigh I received, and Ie ſpoke 
the Prologue : But every Line, that was ap- 
lauded, went forely to my Heart, when I re- 
flected, that the fame Praiſe might have been 
given io my own {peaking ; nor could the Suc- 
ceſs of the Author compeniate the Diſtreſs of 
the Actor. However, in the End, it ferv'd, in 
ſome ſort, to mend our People's Opinion of me; 
and whatever the Criticks might think of it, 
one of the Patentces (who, it 1s true, knew no 
Difference between Dryden and Hu y] ſaid, 
upon the Succeſs of it, that inſooth! 1 was an 
ingenious young Man. This ſober Compli- 
ment (iho' I could have no Reatun to be vain 
upon it) I thought was a fair Promiſe to my 
being in favour. But to Matters of more Mo- 
ment: Now let us reconnoitre the Enemy. 
After we had ſtolen ſome few Days March 
upon them, the Forces of Betterion came up 
with us in terrible Order: In about three 
Weeks following, the new Theatre was open'd 
againſt us, with a veteran Company, and a 
new Train of Artillery; or in plainer Eugliſb, 
the old Actors, in Leincoln's-1nn-Fields began, 
with a new Comedy of Vir. Cergreve's, call'd 
Love jor Love; winch ran on with ſuch ex- 
traordinary Succeſs, that they had ſeldom oc- 
caſion to act any other Flay, till the End of 
the Seafon. This valuable Flay had à narrow 
Eicape, from falling into the 11 ds of the Fa- 
rentees; tor before the Divider of the Com- 
pany, it had been read, and accepted of at the 
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Theatre-Royal : But while the Articles of A- 
greement ior it were preparing, the Rupture, 
in the Theatrical State, was fo far advanced, 
that the Author took time to pauſe, before he 
ſign'd them; when finding that all Hopes of 
Accommodation were impracticable, he thought 
it adviſeable to let it take its Fortune, with 
thoſe Actors for whom he had firſt intended 
the Parts. 

Mr. Congreve was then in ſuch high Repu- 
tation, as an Author, that beſides his Profits, 
from this Play, they offered him a whole 
Share with them, which he accepted ; in Con- 
ſideration of which he obliged himſelf, if his 
Health permitted, to give them one new Play 
every Year. Dryden, in King Charlrs's Time, 
had the ſame Share with the King's Company ; 
but he bound himſelf to give them two Plays 
every Seaſon. This you may imagine he could 
not hold long, and 1 am apt to think, he 
might have ſcrv'd them better, with one in 
a Year, not ſo haſtily written. Mr. Cororeve 
wha ever Impediment he met wih, was three 
Years before, in purſuance to his Azreement 
he produced the M ning Brice ; and if I mite 
take not, the Interval had been much the tame, 
when he gave them the er of e War id. 
But it came out the ſtronger, tur the I une it 
coſt him, and to their better ſupport, when 
they ſorely wanted it: For thour:; they went 
on with Succeſs for a Yer or two, and even, 
when their Affairs were declining, ſtood in 
much higher E ſtimation or the Publick, tha. 
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their Opponents; yet, in the End, both Sides 
were great Sufferers by their Separation; the 
natural Conſequence of two Houſes, which 
have already mention'd in a former Chapter. 
The firſt Error this new Colony of Actors 
fell into, was their inconſiderately parting with 
Williams, and Mrs. Menfort, upon a too nice 
(not to iy ſevere) Punctilio; in not allowing 
them to be equal Sharers with the reſt ; which, 
before they had acted one Play, occaſioned their 
Return to the Service of the Patentees. As I 
have called this an Error, I ought to give my 
Reaſons for it. Though the Induſtry of Wil- 
liams was not equal to his Capacity; for he 
lov'd his Bottle better than his Buſineſs ; and 
though Mrs. Monfort was only excellent in 
. yet their Merit was too great almoſt 
on any Scruples, to be added to the Enemy ; 
and at worſt, they were certainly much more 
above thoſe they would have ranked them 
with, than they could poſſibly be under thoſe, 
they wer of not admitted to be equal to. Of 
this Fact there is a poetical Record, in the 
Prologue to Love for Love, where the Author 
ſpeaking cf the, then, happy State of the 
age, obſerves, that if, in Paradiſe, when two 
only were there, they both fell ; the Surprize 
was leſs, if from fo numerous a Body as theirs, 
there had _ any Deſerters. 


Abate the IWinder, and the Faxit forgree, 
1 4 7 cui. larger Family de grieve 
On. ja Hing Adat in, and Ne tempted Eve. 
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Theſe Lines alluded to the Revolt of the Per- 
ſons above mention'd. 

Notwithſtanding the Acquiſition of theſe 
two Actors, who were of more Importance, 
than any of thoſe, to whoſe Aſſiſtance they 
came, the Affairs of the Patentces were ſtill, 
in a very creeping Condition ; they were now, 
too late, convinced of their Error, in having 
provok'd their People to this Civil War of the 
Theatre ! quite changed, and diſmal, now, was 
the Proſpect before them! their Houſes thin, 
and the Town crowding into a new one! Act- 
ors at double Sallaries, and not half the uſual 
Audienccs, to pay them! And all this brought 
upon them, by thoſe, whom their full Security 
had contemn'd, and who were now in a fair 
way of making their Fortunes, upon the ruined 
Intereſt of their Oppreſſors. 

Here, tho' at this time, my Fortune de- 
pended on the Succeſs of the Patentees, I can- 
not help, in regard to Truth, remembring the 
rude, and riotous Havock we made of all the 
late dramatic Honours of the Theatre ! all 
became at once the Spoil of Ignorance, and 
Self-conceit ! Shakeſprar was detac'd, and tor- 
tured in every fignal Character Hamlet, 
and Othello, loſt in one Hour all their good 
Senſe, their Dignity, and Fame. Brutus and 
Ca//ius became noiſy Bluſterers, with bold un- 
meaning Eves, miſtaken Sentiments, and tur- 
gid Elocution ! Nothing, ſure, could more 
painfully regret a judicious Spectator, than to 
ſee, at our firſt ſetting out, with what rude 
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Confidence, thoſe Habits, which actors of real 
Merit had left behind them, were worn by 
eddy Preterders that ſo vulgarly diſgraced them! 
Not voung Laiwyers in hir'd Robes, and Plumes, 
at a Matquerade, could be leſs, what they 
would ſcem, or more aukwardly perſonate 
the Characters they belong'd to. If, in all 
theſe Acts of wanton Waſte, theſe Inſults up- 
en inzur'd Nature, you obſerve, I have not 
yet charged ore of them upon myſelf; it is 
rot from an imaginary Vanity, that I could 
have avoided them; but th:t I was rather ſafe, 
by being too low, at that time, to be admit- 
ted even to my Chance of falling into the ſame 
enuncnt Errors: So that as none of thoſe great 
Parts ever fell to my Share, I could not be ac- 
coun able for the Execution of them: Nor in- 
Oc could I get one good Part of any kind, 
all many Montlis after; unleſs it were of that 
tort, which no body elle car'd tor, or would 
venture to cxphſe thernfclves in. The firſt un- 
intended Favour, therefore, of a Part of any 
Valne, Necciiity threw upon me, on the fol- 
lowing Occaſion. 

As it has been ys judg'd their natural 
Intercſt, where there arc two Tleatres, to do one 
another as much Milchict as they can; you 
may imagine it could not be long, before this 
hoſtile Policy ſhew'd itſelf, in Action. It hap- 
pen'd, upon our having Inturination on a Sa— 
tirday Morning, that the Tur/day after, Ham- 
{ was intended to be acted it the other Houſe, 
where it had not yet been ſcen; our merry 
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managing Actors, (for they were now in a 
manner leſt to govern themſelves) reſolv'd, at 
any rate to ſteal a March upon the Enemy, 
and take Poſſeſſion of the fame Play the Day 
before them: Accordingly, FHamizt was given 
out that Night, to be acted with us on A 
day. The Notice of this ſudden Enterprize, 
ſoon reach'd the other Houſe, who, in my O- 
pinion too much regarded it; for they ſhorten'd 
their firſt Orders, and refolv'd that Iamlet 
ſhould to Hamlet be oppoſed, on the fame 
Day ; whereas, had they given notice in their 
Bills, that the tame Play would have been 
acted by them the Day after, the Town would 
have been in no Doubt, which Houſe they 
ſhould have reſerved themiclves for; ours muſt 
certainly have been empty, and theirs, with 
more Honour, have becn crowded ; Expert 
ence, many Years after, in like Cates, has con- 
vinced me, that this would have been the 
more laudable Conduct. But be that as it may; 
when, in their Monday's Bills, it was teen that 
Hamlet was up againſt us, our Conſternation 
was terrible, to find that fo hopc ful a Project 
was fruſtrated. In this Diſtreſs, Pere, who was 
our commanding Otticer, and whote enterprit- 
ing Head wanted nothing but Skill to carry 
him through the moſt deſperate Attempts ; 
for, like others of his Caſt, he had murder'd 
many a Hero, ouly to get into his Cloaths. 
This Pewel, I fay, immediately called a 
Council of War; Where the Queſtion was 
Whether he ſhould fairly face the Enemy, or 
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make a Retreat, to ſome other Play of more 
probable Safety? It was ſoon reſolved that to 
act Hamlet againſt Hamlet, would be certainly 
throwing away the Play, and diſgracing them- 
ſelves to little or no n - to Cc: »nclude, 
Perl, who was vain enough to envy Better- 
ten, as his Rival, propoſed to change Plays 
with them, and that as they had given out 


the 0 C 1 Batchelor, and had chang' d it for Ham- 
M againſt us; we ſhould give up our Hamlet, 


1 and turn the Old Batchelor upon them, This 
Notion was agreed to, [Nemne contradicente; 
but, upon Enquiry, it was found, that there 
were not two Perſons among them, who had 
ever ated, in that Play: But that Objection, 
it ſe:ms, (though all the Parts were to be ſtu- 
dy d in fix Hours) was ſoon got over ; Pawel 
had an Equi alent, in petto, that would bal- 
lance any Deficiency on that Score; which was, 
that ay would play the Old B. ek Loy himſelf 
and 1 K Bettertan throughout the whole 
Part. his happy Thought was approv'd with 
t and Applauſe, as whatever can be ſup- 
to ridicule Merit, generally gives joy to 
thoſe that want it: Accordingly, the Bills were 
has and at the Bottom inſerted, 


Th: Par $4 the Old Batchelor, 7 be per- 


1 Fl 1 Iintation 4 of tie Org nat. 
Printed Books of the Play were ſent for in 
Falle, and every Actor had one, to pick out 


of it the Part he had choſen : Thus, while they 
were cach of them chewing the Morſe}, they 


had 


* 
* 
& 
} 
x 
— 
1 | 
o 
: 
: 
a? n # 
2 9 
4 
* 
N 
K (RP 
4 . Ki oy 
«0 
5 
1 
2 
* 
p 


4 

[7 
* 

* 

* 
„ 


1 1 — CE * —— I” Y w- _— —— - 


Collrty Ci R. 167 


had moſt mind to, ſome one happening to 
caſte his Eye over the Dramatis Perſon@, found 
that the main Matter was ſtill forgot, that no 
body had yet been thought of for the Part of 
Alderman Fendlewife. Here we were all a- 
ground agen! nor was it to be conceiv'd who 
could make the leaſt tolerable Shitt with it, 
This Character had been ſo admirably acted by 
Dogget, that though it is only ſeen in the Fourth 
Act, it may be no Diſpraiſe to the Play, to ſay, it 
probably ow'd the greateſt Part of its Succels to 
his Performance. But, as the Cafe was now 
deſperate, any Reſource was better than none. 
Somebody muſt ſwallow the bitter Fill, or the 
Play muſt die. At laſt it was recollected, 
that I had been heard to fay in my wild way 
of talking, what a vaſt mind I had to play 
Nykin, by which Name the Character was 
more frequently call'd. Notwithſtanding they 
were thus diſtreſs'd about the Diſpoſal of this 
Part, moſt of them ſhook their Heads, at my 
being mention'd for it; yet Powel, who was 
reſoiv'd, at all Hazards, to fall upon Betterton, 
and having no concern for what might become 
of any one that ſerv'd his Ends or Parpcic, 
order'd me to be ſent for; and, as he naturally 
lov'd to ſet other People wrong, honeſtly ſaid, 
before I came, If the Fool has a mind to biiro 
prmſeif up, at once, let us en give lim a Clear 
Stage for 74. Accordingly, the Part was put 
into my Hands, between Eleven and Twelve 
that Morning, which I durſt not retute, be- 


—7 
— 


cauſe others were as much ſtraitned in ume, 


M 4 tor 


—— — 


— 


——— —— —-—:- — — — —— * cen. ͤ — —— — — — 


by — — — * I ˙ KE — Br c—_O wo — = a>, eo... - 


168 in L I' FE & 


tor Study, as myſclf. But 1 had this cafual 
Advantage 01 mot of them; that having 
to conttanily obſerv d Degnet's Performance, I 
wanted but litle Trouble, to make me per- 
fect in the Words ; fo that wane: uw came to my 
turn to rehearte, While others read their Parts, 
trom their Books, I had put mine in my 
Pocket, and went thro' the firſt Scene without 
it; and hough i was more abath'd to rehearſe 
fo remarkable a Part before the Actors (which 
is natural to moſt young People) thun to act 
before an Audience, yet ſome of the better- 
natur'd encouraged me fo far, as to ſay, they 
did not think 1 ſhould make an ill Figure in 
it: To conclude, the Curioſity to ſee Hetterton 
rPunct'd, drew us a pretty good Audience, 
and Pawel, fas far as Applauſc is a Proc of 
It) was aliow'd to have burleſqu'd him very 
well. As I have guethon'd the certain Value 


' 


of Arnlauie, I hope l may veniure, with leſs 
Vaniiy, to ay how particular a Share I had 
01 n the fame Play. At my firſt Avpear- 
ange, one might have imagin'd, by the vari- 
es yaurmurs of the Audience, that they were 
bt whether Legget himiclt were not re» 

; , or that they could not conceive what 
: race it could be, that 16 nearly re- 

ta him; for I had laid tne 'T int of torty 
ters, more then my real Age, upon my Fea- 
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tics, and, ty the moſt minute placing of an 
er, was drietied exactly like him: When I 
7 the Surprize was ſtill greater, as if 1 
au not only burrow'd his Cloaths, but his 
Voice 
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Voice too. But tho' that was the leaſt diffi- 
cult Part of him, to be imitated, they ſeem'd 
to allow, I had fo mich of him, in every o- 
ther Requiſite, that mv Applauſe was, perhaps, 
more than proportionable : For, whether I had 
done ſo much, where fo little was expected, 
or that the Cenerofity of my Hearers were 
more than ufually zealous, upon ſo unexpect- 
ed an Occaſion, or from what other Motive 
ſuch Favour might be pour'd upon me I can- 
not ſay; but, in plain and honeſt Truth, up- 
on my going off from the firſt Scene, a much 
better Actor,might have been proud of the Ap- 
plauſe, that followed me; after one loud Plau- 
dit was ended, and funk into a general Whit- 
per, that ſeemed ſtill to continue their private 
Approbation, it reviv'd to a ſccond, and again 
to a third, ſtill louder than the former. If, 
to all this, I add, that Dagget himſelf was, in 
the Pit, at the fame, it would be too rank Af- 
fectation, if J ſhould not confeſs, that, to fee 
him there a Witneſs of my Reception, was, 
to me, as conſummate a Triumph, as the Heart 
of Vanity could be indulg'd with. But what- 
ever Vanity I might ſet upon mytelt, from this 
unexpected Succeſs, I found that was no Rule 
to other People's Judgment of me. There 
were few or no Parts, of the ſame kind, to 
be had; nor could they conceive, from what 
I had done in this, what other fort of Cha- 
racters I could be fit for. If I ſollicited for 
any thing of a different Nature, I was antwer- 
ed. That was nit in my May. And what u 
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in my Way, it ſeems, was not, as yet, reſoly'd 
upon. And though I reply'd, That I thought 
any thing, naturally written, ought to be in 
every one's way that pretended to be an Actor; 
this was looked upon as a vain, impracticable 
Conceit of my own. Yet it is a Conceit, 
that, in forty Years farther Experience, I have 
not yet given up; I ſtill think, that a Painter, 
who can draw but one fort of Object, or an 
Actor that ſhines, but in one Light, can nei- 
ther of them boaſt of that ample Genius, which 
15 neceſſary to form a thorough Maſter of his 
Art: For tho' Genius may have a particu- 
lar Inclination, yet a good Hiſtory-Painter, or 
a good Actor, will, without being at a loſs. 
give you, upon Demand, a proper Likeneſs of 
whatever Nature produces. If he cannot do 
this, he is only an Actor, as the Shoemaker 
was allow'd a limited Judge of Apelles's 
Painting, but t veyond bis Laſt, Now, tho 
to do any one thing well, may have more Merit, 
than we often mect with ; and may be enough, 
to procure a Man the Name of a good Actor, 
from the Publick ; yet, in my Opinion, it is but 
ſtill the Name, without the Subſtance, It his 
Talent is in ſuch narrow Bounds, that he dares 
not ſtep out of them, to look upon the Singu- 
larities of Mankind, and cannot catch them. 
in whatever Form they preſent themſelves ; ii 
he is not Maſter of the Quicquid agunt hon! 
nes, Sc. in any Shape, Human Nature is tu 
to be ſeen in; if he cannot change himſelf in- 
to ſcveral diſtinct Perions, ſo as to vary lis 
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whole Tone of Voice, his Motion, his Look, 
and Geſture, whether in high, or lower Life, 
and, at the fame time, keep cloſe to thoſe Va- 
riattons, without leaving the Character they 
fingly belong to; if his beſt Skill falls ſhort of 
this Capacity, what Pretence have we to call 
him a complete Maſter of his Art ? And tho' 
I do not inſiſt, that he ought always to ſhew 
himſelf, in | theſe various Lights, yet, before 
we compliment him with that Title, he ought, 
at leaſt, by ſome few Proofs, to let us tee, 
that he has them all, in his Power. If I am 
aſk'd, who, ever, arriv'd at this imaginary 
Excellence, 1 confeſs, the Inſtances are very 
few; but 1 will venture to name Menufert, as 
one of them, whoſe Theatrical Character I 
have given, in my laſt Chapter: For, in his 
Youth, he had acted Low Humour, with 
great Succeſs, even down to Tallbey in the Jo- 
dial Crew; and when he was in great Eſteem, 
as a Tragedian, he was, in Comedy, the moſt 
complete Gentleman that I ever ſaw upon the 
Stage, Let me add too, that Bettericn, in 
his declining Age, was as eminent in Sir 
Jeln Fal/iaff, as in the Vigour of it, in his 
Orth. /ls . 

Vhile I thus meaſure the Value of an Ac- 
tor, by the Variety of Shapes he is able to 
throw himſelf into, you may naturally ſuſpect, 
that I am all this while, leading my own The- 
t:ical Character into your Favour: Whr, re- 
ally, to ſpeak as an honeſt Man, I cannot 
waolly deny it: But in this, I hal! endeavour 
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to be no farther partial to myſelf, than known 
Facts will make me ; from the good, or bad 
Evidence of which, your better Judgment 
will condemn, or acquit me. And to ſhew 
you, that I will conceal no Truth, that 1s 
azainit me, I frankly own, that had I been al- 
ways left, to my own Choice of Characters, I 
am doubttul whether I might ever have de- 
ſerv'd an equal Share of that Eſtimation, 
which the Publick ſeem'd to have held me in: 
Nor am I ſure, that it was not Vanity in me, 
otten to have ſuſpected, that I was kept out of 
the Parts, I had moſt mind to, by the Jea- 
louſy, or Prejudice of my Cotemporari es; ſome 
Inſtances of which, I could give you, Were 
they not too flight, to be remember'd : In the 
mean time, be pleas'd to obterve, how ſlowly, 
in my younger Days, my Good- fortune came 
forward. 

My early Succeſs in the Old Batchelor, of 
which! have given ſo full an Account, having 
open'd no further way to my Advancement, 
was enough, perhaps, to have made a young 
fellow of more Modeſty deſpair ; but being 
of a Temper not eaſily diſhearten'd, I reſolv'd 
to leave nothing un. temp ed, that might ſhew 
INC, in ſome new Rank of Di Andie Hav- 
ing then no other Reſource, I was at laſt re- 
duc d to write a Character for myſelt; but as 
that was not finiſh'd till about a Year after, I 
could not, in the Interim, procure any one 
Part, that gave me the leaſt Inchnation to act 
it; and conſequently ſuch as I got, 1 per- 
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form'd with a proportionable Negligence. But 
this Misfortune, if it were one, vou are not to 
wonder at ; for the fame Fate attended me, 
more, or lets, to the laſt Days of my remain- 
ing on the stage. What Defect in me, this 
may have been owing to, I have not yet had 
Sente enough to find out, but | ſoon found out 
as good a ching, which was, never to be mor- 
tify'd at it: Though I am afraid this ſeeming 
Philoſophy was rather owing to my Inclina- 
tion to Pleaſure, than Buſineſs, But to my 
Point. The next Year I produc'd the Come- 
dy of Love's Lat Shift ; yet the Difficulty of 
getting it to the Stage, was not cafily ſur- 
mounted; for, at that time, as little was ex- 
pected from me, as an Author, as had been 
from my Pretenſions to be an Ac tor. How- 
ever, Mr. Sautlern, the Author of Orconcs. 
having had the Patience to hear me read it, 
to him, happencd to like it fo well, that he 
immediately recommended it to the Patentees, 
and it was accordingly acted in Jarviry 1695 


In this Play, I gave myſelf the Part of Sit 
Nevelty, which was thought a good Portrait 
of the Foppery then in faſhion, Here too, 
Mr. Southern, though he lad approved my 
Play, came into, the common Di AHderce of 
me, as an Actor: For, when on the arit Day 
of it, I was ſtanding, myſelf, to pr mut the 
Prologue, he took me by the Hand, and fd, 
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be a fair Saive, for his favourable Judgment 
of the Play; yet if it were his real Opinion 
of me, as an Actor, I had the good Fortune 
to deceive him: I ſucceeded fo well, in both, 
that People feem'd at a loſs, which they ſhould 
give the Preference to. But {now let me thew 
a little more Vanity, and my Apology for it, 
hall come after) the Compliment which my 
Lord Dorſet (then Lord-Chamberlain) made 
me upon it, is, I own, what I had rather not 
ſuppreſs, viz. That it was the bet, Fir Play, 


1 


ble Lord has been cclebtated for his Good- 
nature, I] am contented, that as much of this 
Compliment thould be ſuppòos'd to exceed my 
Deſerts, as may be imagin'd to have been 
heighten'd, by his generous Inclination to en- 
courage a young Beginner, If this Excuſe 
cannot ſoften the Vanity ot telling a Truth ſo 
my own Favour, 1 mutt lie, at tlie 
my Reader. But there was a {till 
higher Compliment paſs'd upon me, which 1 
| may publiſh without Vanity, becauſe it wa 
not 3 deſign'd one, and apparently came from 
my Enemies, viz. That, to their certain 
Knowledge it was not my own: This Report 
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Play, It thev ſpoke Truth, if they knew what 
other Perſon it really belong'd to, I will, at 
Icaſt allow thei true to their Truſt ; for above 
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forty Vears have ſince paſt, and they have not 
vet reveal'd the Secret. 

The new Light, in which the Character of 
Sir Novelty had ſhewn me, one might have 
thought, were enough, to have diſſipated the 
Doubts, of what I might now, be poſſibly 
good for. But to whatever Chance, my IIl- 
fortune was due; whether I had ſtill, but lit- 
tle Merit, or that the Managers, if I had any, 
were not competent Judges of it; or whether 
[ was not generally elbow'd, by other Actors 
(which I am moſt inclin' d to think the true 
Cauſe) when any freſh Parts were to be diſ- 
pos'd of, not one Part of any conſequence was 
I preferr'd to, till the Year followi ing: Then, 
indeed, from Sir Tebn Janbrugb's favourable 
Opinion of me, I began, with others, to have 
a better of my ſelf: For he not only did me 
Honour, as an Author, by writing his Re- 
lapſe, as a Sequel, or Second Part, to Love's 
lajt Shift; but as an Actor too, by preferring 
me, to the chief Character in his own Play ; 
(which from Sir Nzvel/ty) he had ennobled b 
the Style of Baron of 1 oppingten. This Play 
(the Relapſe) from its new, and eaſy Turn of 
Wit, had great Succeſs, and gave me, as a Co- 
median, a ſecond Flizht of Reputation along 
with it. 

As the Matter I write muſt be very flat, or 
impertinent, to thoſe, who have no Taſte, or 
Concern for the Stage; and may to thoſe, 
who delight in it too, be equally ted us, 
when I talk of no body but my ſelf; 1! all 

en- 


OT ĩͤ ç——— — 


— © 


—Uä—ä — 


176 Te LIFE of 


endeavour to relieve your Patience, by a Word 
or two more of this Gentleman, ſo far as he 
len t hi: Pen to the Support of the Theatre. 

Though the Relapſe was the firſt Play this 
* Author produc'd, yet it was not, it 
ſcems, the firſt he had written; for he had at 
that time, by him, (more th an) | all the Scenes, 
that were acted of the Provet'd W, e; but be- 
ing then doubt: bal, whether 1 hould ever truſt 
them to the Stage , he thoug! 1 no more of it: 
But after the Gucee of the Relapſe, he was 
more ſtrongly importun'd, than able, to refuſe 
it to the Publick. Why the lact- written Play 
was firſt acted, and for what aon they were 
given to different Stages, what ivilows, will 
explain. 

In his firſt Step into public“ Life, when he 
was but an Enfizn, and had a Heart above his 
Income, he happen' ſomev nere, at his Win- 
ter-Quarters, upon a very lender Acquain- 
tance with Sir Thomas Shipierth, to receive a 
particular Obligation from him, which he had 
not forgot at the Time I am ſpeaking of: 
When Sir Ti:5mas's Intereſt, in the Theatrical 
Patent (for he had a large Share in it, though 
he little concern'd himſelf in the Conduct of 
it) was riling but very ſlowly, he thought, that 
to give it a Lift, by a new Comedy, it it ſuc- 
ceeded, mi ht g % the handiomett Return he 
could make to thote his forimer Favours; and 
having obſerv'd, that in Læve's la Shift, moſt 
of the — had acquitted themiclves, be- 
yond what was expected of them; he rock a 
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ſudden Hint from what he lik'd, in that Play, 
and in lefs than three Months, in the begin- 
ning of April following, brought us the Re- 
lapſe finith'd ; but the Seaſon being then too 
far advanc'd, it was not acted 'tii! the ſucceed- 
ing Winter, Upon the Succeſs of the Relapſe, 
the late Lord Tie, who. was 2 great Fa- 
vourer of Betterton's Comp: havi ing tor- 
merly, by way of Family . Ka. It, heard 
the Provot'd Wite read to hi um, 1n its looſe 
Sheets, engag'd Sir Jahn Vanbrug rh to reviſe it, 
and give it to the Theatre in 3 neoln's-Inn 
Fields. This was a Requeſt not to be refus'd 
to ſo eminent a Patron of the Muſes, as the 
Lord Hall:fax, who was equally a Friend and 
Admirer of Sir Jahn himſelf. Nor was Sir 
Thomas Skipnoith, in the leaſt diſobliged, by 
fo reaſonable a Compliance: After which, Sir 
John was agen at liberty, to repeat his Civili- 
ties to his Friend, Sir Thomas ; and about the 
ſame time, or not long after, gave us the Co- 
medy of Aſep: for his Inclination always led 
him to ſerve Sir Themes. Beſides, our Com- 
pany, about this time, began to be look'd up- 
on, in another Light; the late Contempt we 
had lain under, was now wearing off, and 
from the Succeſs of two or three new Plays, 
our Actors, by being Originals in a few good 
Parts, where they had not the Diſad vantage of 
Compariſonagainſtthem. ſometimes found new 
Favour, in thole old Plays, where ethers had 
exceeded them. 
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Of this Good fortune, perhaps, I had more 
than my Share, from the two very different, 
chiet Characters, I had ſucceeded in; for I 
was equally approv'd in AÆſep, as the Lord 

Fippingten, allowing the Difference, to be no 
lets, than as Wiſdom, in a Perſon deform” d, 
may he leſs entertaining to the general Taſte, 
than Folly and Foppery, finely dreſt: For the 
Character that delivers Precepts of Wiſdom, 
is, in ſome ſort, ſevere upon the Auditor, by 
ſhewing him one wiſer than himſelf. But 
when F olly is his Object, he applauds himſelf, 
for being wiſer than the Coxcomb he laughs 
at: And who 1s not more pleas'd with an 
Occaſion to commend, than accuſe him- 
felt ? 

Though, to write much, in alittle time, is 
no Excute for writing ill; yet Sir John Van- 
brugh's Pen, is not to be a little admir'd, for 
its Spirit, Eaſe, and Readineſs, in producing, 
Plays ſo faſt, upon the Neck of one another; 
for, "notwithſtanding this quick Diſpatch, there 
is a clear and lively Simplicity in his Wit, 
that neither wants the Ornament of Learning, 
nor has the leaſt Smell of the Lamp in it. 
As the Face of a fine Woman, with only her 
Locks looſe, about her, may be then in its 
greateſt Beauty ; ſuch were his Productions, 
only adorn'd by Nature. There is ſomething 
fo catching to the Ear, fo eaſy to the Memo- 
ry, in all he writ, that it has been obſerv'd, 
by all the Actors of my Time, that the Style 
of no Author whatſoever, gave their Memory 
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leſs trouble, than that of Sir Jh YVanbrugh ; 
which I myſelf, who have been charg'd with 
ſeveral of his ſtrongeſt Characters, can con- 
firm by a pleaſing Experience. And indeed 
his Wit and Humour, was ſo little laboured, 
that his moſt entertaining Scenes ſeem'd to be 
no more, than his common Converſation com- 
mitted to Paper. Here, I confeſs my Judg- 
ment at a Loſs, whether, in this, I give him 
more, or leſs, than his due Praiſe? For may 
it not be more laudable, to raiſe an Eſtate 
(whether in Wealth, or Fame) by Pains, and 
honeſt Induſtry, than to be born to it? Yet, 
if his Scenes really were, as to me they al- 
ways ſeem'd, delightful, are they not, thus, 
expeditiouſly written, the more ſurpriſing ? 
let the Wit, and Merit of them, then, be 
weigh'd by wiſer Criticks, than I pretend to 
be: But no wonder, while his Conceptions 
were ſo full of Life, and Humour, his Muſe 
ſhould be ſometimes too warm, to wait the 
flow Pace of Judgment, or to endure the 
Drudgery, of forming a regular Fable to them: 
Yet we ſee the Relapſe, however imperfect, in 
the Conduct, by the mere Force of its agreea- 
ble Wit, ran away with the Hearts of its 
Hearers; while Love's lat Shift, which (as 
Mr. Congreve juſtly ſaid of it) had only in it, 
a great many things, that were /e Wit, that 
in reality were nt Wit; and what is ſtill 
leſs pardonable (as I ſay of it myſelf) has a 
great deal of Puerility, and frothy Stage- 


Language in it, yet by the mere moral De- 
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light receiv'd from its Fable, it has becn, 
with the other, in a continued, and equal 
Poſſeſſion of the Stage, for more that torty 
Years. 

A Is have already promis'd you, to refer 
your Judgment ot me, as an Actor, rather to 
known Facts, than my own Opinion (which, 
could not be ſure, would keep clear of Self- 
Partiality) I muſt a little farther riſque my be- 
ing tedious, to be as good as my Word, I have 
cliewhere allow'd, that my want of a ſtrong 
and full Voice, foon cut ſhort my Hopes of 
making any valuable Figure, in Tragedy; and 
I have been many Years ſince, convinced, that 
whatever Opinion I might have of my own 
Judgment, or Capacity to amend the palpable 
Errors, that I ſaw our Tragedians, moſt in fa- 
vour, commit; yet the Auditors, who would 
have been ſenſible of any ſuch Amendments 
(could I have made them) were ſo very few, 
that my beſt Endeavour would have been but 
an unavailing Labour, or, what is yet worſe, 
might have appeared both to our Actors, and 
to many Auditors, the vain Miſtake of my own 
Self-Conceit: For ſo ſtrong, ſo very near in- 
diſpenſible, is that one Article of Voice, in 
the forming a good Tragedian, that an Actor 
may want any other Qualification whatſoever 
and yet have a better chance for Applauſe, than 
he will ever have, with all the Skill in the 
World, it his Voice is not equal to it. Mit- 
take me not; I ſay, ior Applauſe only but 
Applauſe does not always ſtay for, nor always 
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follow intrinſick Merit; Applauſe will fre- 
q. ently open, like a youn,, Hound, upon a 
wrong Scent ;z and the Majority of Auditors, 
you know, aregenerally compos dof Babblers, 
that are protuſe of their Voices, before there 
is any thing on foot, that calls for them: Not 
but, ] grant, to lead, or miſlead the Many, 
will always ſtand in ſome Rank of a neceſſiry 
Merit; yet when I tay a good Tragedian, I 
mean one, in Opinion "of whoſe rea! Merit, 
the beit In ges would agree. 

Having ſo far given up my Pretenſions to the 
Buskin, 1 ought now to account for my hav- 
ing been, notwitliſtanding, ſo often ſeen, in 
ſome particul ir Characters in Tragedy, as 72 

go, Noiſey, Syphax, Richard the Third, &c. If, 
in any of this kind I have ſucceeded, herhaps 
it has been a Merit dearly purchas'd; for, 
from the Delight I ſeem'd to take in my per- 
forming them, half my Auditors have been 
perſuaded, t that a great Share of the Wicked- 
neſs of them, mult have been in my own Na- 
ture: If this is true, as true 1 fear (I had al- 
moſt ſaid hope) it is, I look upon it rather as 
a Praiſe, than Cenſure of my Performance. 
Averſion there is an involuntary Commenda- 
tion, where we are only hated, for being like 
the thing, we ought to be like; a ſort of Praiſe 
however, which few Actors beſides my ſelf 
could endure: Had it been equal to the uſual 
Praiſe given toVirtue, my Cotemporaries would 
have thought themſelves i injur'd, if I had pre- 
tended to any Share of it: So that you ſee, it 
N 3 ha 
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has been, as much the Diſlike others had to 
them, as Choice, that has thrown me ſome- 
times into theſe Characters. But it may be 
farther obſerv'd, that in the Characters I have 
nam'd, where there is ſo much cloſc meditated 
Miſchief, Deceit, Pride, Inſolence, or Cruelty, 
they cannot have the leaſt Caſt, or Profer of 
the Amiablein them ; conſequently, there can 
be no great Demand for that harmonious Sound, 
or pleaſing, round Melody of Voice, which in 
the ſofter Sentiments of Love, the Wailings of 
diſtreſsful Virtue, or in the Throws and Swel- 
lings of Honour, and Ambition, may be need- 
ful to recommend them to our Pity, or Admi- 
ration : So that again; my want of that requi- 
ſite Voice might leſs diſqualify me for the vi- 
cious, than the virtuous Character. This too 
may have been a more favourable Reaſon for 
my having been choſen for them —a yet fur- 
ther Conſideration, that inclin'd me to them, 
was that they are generally better written, 
thicker ſown, with ſenſible Reflections, and 
come by ſo much nearer to common Life, and 
Nature, than Characters of Admiration, as 
Vice is more the Practice of Mankind than 
Virtue: Nor could I ſometimes help ſmiling, 
at thoſe dainty Actors, that were too ſqueam- 
iſh to ſwallow them! as if they were one Jot 
the better Men, for acting a good Man well, 
or another Man the worſe, for doing equal Ju- 
ſtice to a bad one! Tis not, ſure, what we 
act, but how we act what is allotted us, that 
ſpeaks our intrinfick Value! as in real Life, 

the 


Lay 
« 
my 


— — — — — — — — — — — 


—— — 


— ᷑¶ꝓ ꝓ—V—̃— — 


Collrty CiSBB ER. 183 


the wiſe Man, or the Fool, be he Prince, or 
Peaſant, will, in either State, be equally the 
t ool, or the wiſe Man—but alas! in perſona- 
ted Life, this is no Rule to the Vulgar ! they 
are apt to think all before them real, and rate 
the Actor according to his borrow'd Vice, or 
Virtue. 

It then I had always too careleſs a Concern 
for falſe or vulgar Applauſe, I ought not to 
complain, if I have had leſs of it, than others 
of my time, or not leſs of it, than I defired : 
Yet I will venture to ſay, that from the com- 
mon, weak Appetite of falſe Applauſe, many 
Actors have run into more Errors, and Abſur- 
dities, than their greateſt Ignorance could 
otherwiſe have committed : It this Charge is 
true, it will lie chiefly upon the better Judg- 
ment of the Spectator to reform it. 

But not to make too great a Merit of my 
avoiding this common Road to Applauſe, per- 
haps I was vain enough to think, I had more 
ways, than one, to come at it. That, in the 
Variety of Characters I acted, . the Chances to 
win it, were the ſtronger on my Side—That, 
if the Multitude were not in a Roar, to ſce me, 
in Cardinal Wolſey, I could be ſure of them 
in Alderman PFondlewife. If they hated me 
in Jago, in Sir Fopling they took me tor a fine 
Gentleman; if they were ſilent at Sy, no 
Ttalian Eunuch was more applauded than 


when I ſung in Sir Courtly. If the Morals of 


Aſop were too grave for them, Juſtice Shall: 
was as ſimple, and as merry an old Rake, a: 
N 4 thc 
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the wiſeſt of our young ones could wiſh me. 
And though the Terror and Deteſtation raiſed 
by King Richard, might be too ſevere a Delight 
for them, yet the more gentle and modern Va- 


nitics of a Poet Bays, or the well-bred Vices of 


a Lord Feppington, were not at all, more than 
their merry Hearts, or nicer Morals could 
bear. 

Theſe few Inſtances out of fifty more I could 
give you, may ſerve to explain, what ſort of 
Merit, I at moſt pretended to; which was, 
that I ſupplied, with Variety, whatever I 
might want of that particular Skill, wherein 
others went before me. How this Variety was 
executed (for by that only is its value to be 
rated) you who have ſo often been my Specta- 
tor, are the proper Judge ; If you pronounce 
my Perſormance to have been dfective, I am 
condemn'd by my own Evidence; if you ac- 
quit me, theſe Out- lines may ſerve for a Sketch 
of my Theatrical Character. 
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The State of the Stage continued, The Occaſion 


of Wilks's commencing Actor. His Succeſs. 
Fatts relating to hisTheatrical Talent. Actors 
more or leſs eftecm d from their private Cha- 
raters. 


HE Lincoln's- Inn-Ficlds Company 
ore, now in 1697 z, a Common=- 
50 wealth, like that of Holland, divided 
from the Tyranny of Spain But the Similitude 
goes very little farther; ſhort was the Duration 
afthe Theatrical Power! for tho' Succeſs pour'd 
in ſo faſt upon them, at their firſt Opening, that 
every thing ſeem'd to ſupport it ſelf; yet Ex- 
perience, in a Year or two ſhew'd them, that 
they had never been worſe govern'd, than 
when they govern'd themſelves! many of them 
began to make their particular Intereſt more 
their Point, than that of the general: and tho” 

ſome Deference might be had to the Meaſures, 


and Advice of Betterton, ſeveral of them want- 


ed to govern, in thew Turn; and were often 
out of humour, that their Opinion was not 
equally regarded— But have we not ſeen the 
ſame Infirmity in Senates? The Trage- 
dians ſeem'd to think their Rank as much a- 
bove the Comedians, as in the Characters they 
ſeverally ated ; when the firſt were in their 

Finery, 
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Finery, the latter were impatient, at the Ex- 
pence; and look'd upon it, as rather Jaid out, 
upon the real, than the fictitious Perſon of the 
Actor ; nay, 1 have known, in our own Com- 
pany, this ridiculous fort of Regret carried to 
tar, that the Tragedian has thought himſelf 
injured, when the Comedian pretended to wear 
a fine Coat! I remember Powe/, upon ſur- 
veying my firſt Dreſs, in the Relapſe, was out 
of all temper, and reproach'd our Maſter in 
very rude Terms, that he had not fo good a 
Suit to play Czſar Borgia in! tho' he knew, 
at the ſame time, my Lord Fopprngton fill d 
the Houſe, when his bouncing Borgia would 
do little more than pay Fiddles, and Candles.to 
it: And though a Character of Vanity, might 
be ſuppoſed more expenſive in Dreſs, than 
oſſibly one of Ambition; yet the high Heart | 
of this heroical Actor could not bear, that a 
Comedian ſhould ever pretend to be as well 
dreſs'd as himſelf. Thus again on the contrary, 
when Bettertcn propoſed to ſet off a Tragedy, 
the Comedians were ſure to murmur at the 
Charge of it : And the late Reputation which 
Dogget had acquired, from acting his Ben, in 
Love for Love, made him 2 more declared 
Male-content on ſuch Occaſions; he over- 
valued Comedy for its being nearer to Nature, 
than Tragedy; which is allow'd to ſay many 
fine things, that Nature never ſpoke, in the 
fame Words ; and ſuppoſing his Opinion were 
juſt, yet he ſhould have confider'd, that the 
Publick had a Tafte, as well as himſelf; which, 
11 
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in Policy, he ought to have complied with. 
Dogget however, could not, with Patience, 
look upon the coſtly Trains and Plumes of 
Tragedy, in which knowing himſelf to be uſe- 
leſs, he thought were all a vain Extravagance : 
And when he found his Singularity could no 
longer oppoſe that Expence, he fo obſtinately 
adhered to his own Opinion, that he left the 
Society of his old Friends, and came over to 
us at the Theatre-Ryal : And yet this Actor 
always ſet up for a Theatrical Patriot. This 
happened in the Winter following the firſt Di- 
viſion of the (only) Company. He came time 
enough to the Theatre-Royal, to act the Part of 
Lory, in the Relapſe, an arch Valet, quite af- 
ter the French caſt, pert and familiar. But it 
ſuited ſo ill with Dogge/'s dry, and cloſcly- na- 
tural Manner of acting, that upon the ſecond 
Day he deſired it might be diſpoſed of to ano- 
ther; which the Author complying with, gave 
it to Penkethman ; who tho', in other Lights, 
much his Inferior, yet this Part he ſeem d bet- 
ter to become. Dogget was ſo immovable in 
his Opinion of whatever he thought was right, 
or wrong, that he could never be eaſy, under 
any kind of Theatrical Government ; and was 
generally ſo warm, in purſuit of his Intereſt, 
that he often out-ran it; I remember him three 
times, for ſome Years, unemploy'd in any 
Theatre, from his not being able to bear, in 
common with others, the diſagrecable Acci- 
dents, that in ſuch Societies are unavoidable, 
But whatever Pretences he had form'd for 
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this frit deſcrting, from Lincoln's In Fields, 
I always thought his beſt Reaſon for it, was, 
that he look'd upon 1t as a ſinking Ship ; not 
only from the melancholy Abatement of their 
Profits, but likewiſe from the Neglect, and 
Diforder in their Government: He plainly 
ſaw, that their extraordinary Succeſs at firſt 
had made them too confident of its Duration, 
and from thence had flacken'd their Induſtry-- 
by which he obſerv'd, at the ſame time, the 
old Houſe, where there was ſcarce any other 
Merit than Induſtry, began to flouriſh. And 
indeed they ſcem' d not "enough to conſider, 
that the Appetite of the Publick, like that of 
a fine Gentleman, could only be kept warm, 
by Variety; that let their Merit be never ſo 
high, yet the Taſte of a Town was not al- 
ways Conſtant, nor infallible : That it was 
dangerous to hold their Rivals in too much 
Contempt; tur they found, that a young in- 
duſtrious — 7 were ſoon a Match, for 
the beſt Actors, when too ſecurely negligent: 
And negligent they certainly were, and fondly 
fancied, that hadeach of their di{f-rent Schemes 
been follow'd, their Audiences would not fo 
ſuddenly have fallen off. 

But alas! the Vanity of applauded Actors, 
when they are not crowded to, as they may 
have been, makes them naturally impute the 
Change to any Cauſc, rather than the true one, 
Satiety: They are mighty loath, to think a 
Town, once fo fond of them, could ever be 
tired; and yet, at one time, or other, more or 
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leſs, thin Houſes have been the certain Fate of 
the molt proſperous Actors, ever ſince I re- 
member the Stage! But againſt this Evil, the 
provident Patentees had found out a Relief, 
which the new Houſe were not yet Maſters of, 
1/2, Never to pay their People, when the Mo- 
ney did not come in; nor then neither, but in 
ſuch Proportions, as ſuited their Conveniency. 
I my ſelf was one of the many, who for fix 
acting Weeks together, never received one 
Day's Pay; and for ſome Years after, ſeldom 
had above half our nominal Sallarics: But to 
the beſt of my Memory, the Finances of the 
other I Louie, held it not above one Seaſon more, 
before they were reduced to the ſame Expedi- 
cnt of making the like ſcanty Payments. 

Such was the Diſtreſs, and Fortune of both 
theſe Companics, ſince their Diviſion from the 
Theatre-Reyal; either working at half Wages, 
or by alternate Succeſſes, intercepting the 
Bread from one another's Mouths; irreconcila- 
ble Enemies, yet without Hope of Relief, from 
a Victory on cither Side; ſometimes both Par- 
ties reduced, and yet each ſupporting their 
Spirits, by ſccing the other under the fame 
Calamity. 

During this State of the Stage, it was, that 
the loweſt Expedient was made uſe of, to in- 
gratiate our Company, in the Publick Favour : 
Our Maſter, who had ſome time practiſed the 
Law, and therefore loved a Storm, better than 
fair Weather (for it was his own Conduct 
chiefly, that had brought the Patent into theſe 

Dangers) 
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Dangers) took nothing ſo much to Heart, as 
that Partiality, wherewith he imagined the 
People of Quality had preferr'd the Actors of 
the other Houſe, to thoſe of his own : To bal- 
lance this Misfortune, he was reſolv'd, at leaſt, 
to be well with their Domeſticks, and there- 
fore cunningly open'd the upper Gallery to 
them gratis: For before this time no Footman 
was ever admitted, or had preſum'd to come 
into it, till after the fourth Act was ended: 
This additional Privilege (the greateſt Plague 
that ever Play-houſe had to complain of) he 
conceived would not only incline them, to 
give us a good Word, in the reſpective Fami- 
lies they belong'd to, but would naturally in- 
cite them, to come all Hands aloft, in the 
Crack of our Applauſes : And indeed it ſo far 
ſucceeded, that it often thunder'd from the 
full Gallery above, while our thin Pit, and 
Boxes below, were in the utmoſt Serenity. 
This riotous Privilege, ſo craftily given, and 
which from Cuſtom, was at laſt ripen'd into 
Right, became the moſt diſgracetul Nuſance, 
that ever depreciated the Theatre, How often 
have the moſt polite Audiences, in the moſt 
affecting Scenes of the beſt Plays, been diſturb'd 
and inſulted, by the Noiſe and Clamour of 
theſe ſavage Spectators? From the ſame narrow 
way of thinking too, were ſo many ordinary 
People, and unlick'd Cubs of Condition, ad- 
mitted behind our Scenes, for Money, and 
ſometimes without it: The Plagues and Incon- 
veniencies of which Cuſtom, we found to in- 

tolcrable, 
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tolerable, when we afterwards had the Stage 
in our Hands, that at the Hazard of our Lives, 
we were forced to get rid of them; and our 
only Expedient was, by refuſing Money from 
all Perſons, without Diſtinction, at the Stage- 
Door; by this means we preſerved to ourſcives 
the Right and Liberty of chufing our own 
Company there: And by a ſtrict Obſervance 
of this Order, we brought what had been be- 
fore debas'd into all the Licences of a Lobby, 
into the Decencies of a Drawing-Room. 

About the diſtreſsful Time I was ſpeaking 
of, in the Year 1696, Wilks, who now had 
been five Years in great Eſteem on the Dublin 
Theatre, return'd to that of Drury-Lene ; in 
which laſt he had firſt ſet out, and had con- 
tinued to act ſome ſmall Parts, for one Winter 
only. The confiderable Figure which he ſo 
lately made upon the Stage in London, makes 
me imagine that a particular Account of his 
tt commencing Actor may not be unaccept- 
able, to the Curious; I ſhall, therefore, give 
it them, as I had it, from his own Mouth. 

In King James's Reign he had been ſome 
time employ'd in the Secretary's Office in Ve- 
fand (his native Country) and remain'd in it, 
till after the Battle of the Boyn, which com- 
pleted the Revolution. Upon that happy, and 
unexpected Deliverance, the People of Dublin, 
among the various Expreſſions of their Joy, 
had a mind to havea Play; but the Actors being 
diſperſed, during the War, ſome private Per- 
ſons agreed, in the beſt Manner they _ 

able, 


= —_ = Jn) Ly 0 r ² _— * 3 — an q - — T — _ —— = = — \ = = — 


— — 


3 2 , Ve 7724 2 


V Fi p 4. 7 777 


. 


„ Fit * 3 


„ 


| 'F p 2 10 =, | : f | F p 
e 79 1 74 6. 2 4 4. „ , Pe 1114 FIGS 


| - / . 0 : , a , « # 
„ „ 7747 . r - > HOLA CFO IO) '# / £3 1 4 # 6 


4 | ” 4 ” 7 #. 
-N / 1 # , tf AL PF " SY Ht f/f & 7 7. 4 Py # 


CH ert Pals: 2 


4 
Fd 


W LOOM 


F 


2 


” „ 477 777, / 


f Faber oct 


—— 


1 — —— — — — — — - — — — — — — — = — — —— — — — — — — 


ColLEY CII SER. 19 


f 


9 — — C———_— * ͤ—àISm — ——— — — — — 


tolerable, u hen we afterwards had the Stage 
in our Hands, that at the Hazard of our Lives, 
we were forced to get rid of them; and our 
only Expedient was, by retuting Money from 
all Perſons, without Diſtinction, at the Stage- 
Door; by this means we preſerved to ourſeſves 
the Right and Liberty of chufing our own 
Company there: And by a ſtrict Obſervance 
of this Order, we brought what had been be- 
fore debas'd into all the Licences of a Lobby, 
into the Decencies of a Drawing-Room. 

About the diſtreſsful Time I was ſpeaking 
of, in the Year 1696, Wilks, who now had 
been five Years in great Eſteem on the Dublin 
Theatre, return'd to that of Drury-Lane ; in 
which laſt he had firſt ſet out, and had con- 
tinued to act ſome ſmall Parts, for one Winter 
only. The conſiderable Figure which he fo 
lately made upon the Stage in London, makes 
me imagine that a particular Account ot his 
hit commencing Actor may not be unaccept- 
able, to the Curious; I ſhall, therefore, give 
it them, as I had it, from his own Mouth. 

In King 7ames's Reign he had been tome 
time employ d in the Secretary's Office in Fre- 
land (his native Country) and remain'd in it, 
till after the Battle of the Bayn, which com- 
pleted the Revolution. Upon that happy, and 
unexpected Deliverance, the People of Dublin, 
among the various Expreſſions of their Joy, 
had a mind to havea Play; but the Actors being 
diſperſed, during the War, ſome private Per- 
ſons agreed, in the beſt Manner they 22 
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able, to give one, to the Publick, gratis, at the 
Theatre. The Play was Othello, in which 
Wilks acted the Moor; and the Applauſe he re- 
ceived in it, warm'd him to ſo ſtrong an Incli- 
nation for the Stage, that he immediately pre- 
ferr'd it to all his other Views in Life : for he 
quitted his Poſt, and with the firſt fair Occa- 
ſion came over, to try his Fortune, in the 
(then only) Company of Actors in London. 
The Perſon, who ſupply'd his Poſt, in Dub- 
lin, he told me, raiſed to himſelf, from thence, 
a Fortune of fifty thouſand Pounds. Here you 


have a much ſtronger Inſtance of an extrava- 


gant Paſſion for the Stage, than that, which I 
have elſewhere ſhevrn in my ſelf; I only quit- 
ted my Hapes of being preferr'd to the like 
Poſt, for it; but Mills quitted his actual Poſ- 
ſe im, for the imaginary Happineſs, which 
the Life of an Actor preſented to him. And, 
though poſſibly, we might both have better z 
our Fortunes, in a more honourable Station, 
yet whether better Fortunes might have equally 
gratify'd our Vanity (the univerſal Paſſion of 
Mankind) may admit of a Queſtion. 

Upon his being formerly received into the 
Theatre-Royal (which was in the Winter after 
[ had been initiated) his Station there was much 
upon the ſame Claſs, with my own ; our Parts 
were generally of an equal Inſignificancy, not 
of conſequence enough to give either a Prefers 
ence: But Mills being more impatient of his 
low Condition, than I was, (and, indeed, the 
Company was then fo well ſtock'd with good 
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Actors, that there was very little hope of get- 
ting forward) laid hold of a more expeditious 
way tor his advancement, and returned agen 


— 


to Dublin, with Mr Aſbury, the Patentece of 


that Theatre, to act in his new Company 
there: There went with him, at the fame 
time, Mrs. Butler, whoſe Character I have al- 
ready given, and Eftcourt, who had not appear- 
ed on any Stage, and was yet only knownas an 
excellent Mimick: Mils having no Competi- 
tor in Dublin, was immediately pteferr'd to 
waiatever Parts his Inclination led him, and 
his early Reputation on that Stage, as ſoon 


raiſed, in him, an Ambition to ſhew himiclt 


on a better. And I have heard him tay (in 
Raillery of the Vanity, which young Actors 
are liable to) that when tlie News of Mzzf5r7's 
Death came to Ireland, he from that time 
thought his Fortune was made, and took a 
Reſolution to return a ſecond time to Eng 
land, with the firſt Opportunity; but as his 
Engagements to the Stage, where he was, 
were too ſtrong to be ſuddenly broke from, 
he return'd not to the Theatre-Royal, till the 
Lear 1696. 

Upon his firſt Arrival, Porec, who was now 
in Poſition of all the chief Parts of Monfort, 
and the only Actor that ſtood in Hs way; 


in teeming Civility, offer'd him his choice of 


whatever he thought fit to make his firſt Ap- 
pearance in; though, in reality, the Favour 
was intended to hurt him. But , rightly 
judg'd it more modeſt, to accept only of a Fart 
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of Paoe's, and which Mcnfort had never act- 
ed, that of Palamede in Dryden's Marriage 


| . amd . Here too, he had the Advantage of 
having the Ball = Ly d into his Hand, by the 
T 118 A Mrs. 1Mcnfjcrt, who was then his 


Melantha in the "Ik Play: Whatever Fame 
Ji had brought with him, from Ireland, he 
as yet appear d but a very raw Actor, to what 
ke was afterwards allow'd to be: His Faults 
however, I ſhall rather leave tothe Judgments 
of thoſe, who then may remember him, than 
to take upon me t e diſagreeable Office of be- 
ig particular upon them, farther than by ſay- 
ing, that in this Part of Palamede, he was ſhort 
of Verte, and mils'd a good deal of the looſe 
il mour of the n which the other 
re happily hit. But however, he was young, 

rect, of a pleaſing Aſpect, and, in the whole, 
givethc Town, 2nd the Stage, ſufficient Hopes 
of him. I ought to make ſome Allowances 
roo, tor the Reſtraint he muſt naturally have 
been under, from his firſt Appearance upon a 
new Stage, But trom that he ſoon recovered, 

and grew daily more in Favour not only ot 
the Tow 1, but likewiſe of the Patentee w hom, 
Pawel, before Hs Arrival, had treated, in a 
moſt what manner he pleas' d. 

Upon this vitible Succeſs of Mills, the pre- 
tended Contempt, which Pawel had held hun 
in, began to ſour into an open Jealouſy; he, 
now, plainly ſaw, he was a formidable Rival, 
and (v. hich more hurt him) ſaw too, that 
other People faw it; and therefore found it 
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high time, to oppoſe, and be troubleſome to 
him. But ils happening to be as jealous of 
his Fame, as the other, you may imagine ſuch 
claſhing Candidates could not be long with- 
out a Rupture: In ſhort, a Challenge, I very 
well remember, came from Pzwe/ l, when he 
was hot-headed ; but the next morning he was 
cool enough, to let it end in favour of Wilks. 
Yet however the Magnanimity, on either Part, 
might ſubſide, the Animoſity was as deep in 
the Heart, as ever, tho' it was not afterwards 
ſo openly avow'd: For when Petoc found that 
intimidating would not carry his Point ; but 
that Mills, when provok'd, would really give 
Battle, he ( Pve/) grew fo out of humour, that 
he cock'd his Hat, and in his Paſſion walk'd 
off, to the Service of the Company, in Lin- 
coln's-Inn Fields. But there, finding more 
Competitors, and that he made a worſe Figure 
among them, than in the Company he came 
from, he ſtay'd but one Winter with them, be- 
fore he returned to his old Quarters, in Drury- 
Lane; where, after theſe unſucceſsful Puthes 
of his Ambition, he at laſt became a Martyr 
to Negligence, and quietly ſubmitted to the Ad- 
vantage s and Superiority, which (during his late 
De ſertion Mils had more caſily got over him, 
However trifling theſe T heatrical Anccdotes 
may ſeem, to a ſenſible Reader, yet as the dit- 
ferent Conduct of theſe rival Actors may be of 
aſe, to others of the ſame Profeſſion, and from 
thence may contribute to the Pleat ure e 
Publick; let that be my Excuſe, for purfu; 
0 2 ment. 
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them. Im therefore let it be known, that 
though in Vole, and Ear, Nature had been 
more kind to Pexve!, yet he ſo often loſt the Va- 
lue of them, by an unheedful Confidence; that 
the conſtant wakeful Care, and Decency, of 
I} i/ks, leſt the other far behind, in the publick 
[itcem, and Approbation. Nor was his Me- 
morty leſs tenacious than that of Vils; but 
Heteel put too much Truſt in it, and idly de- 
ferr'd the Studying of his Parts, as School-boys 
do their Exerciſe, to the laſt Day; which com- 
monly brings them out proportionably defec- 
tive. But Y7/3s never loſt an Hour of preci- 
ous Time, and was, in all his Parts, perfect, 
to ſuch an Exactitude, that I queſtion, if in 
forty Years, he ever five times chang'd or miſ- 
plac'd an Article, in any one of them. To be 
Maſter of this uncommon Diligence, is ad- 
ding, to the Gift of Nature, all that is in an 
Actor's Power; and this Duty of Studying per- 
fect, whatever Actor is remiſs in, he will pro- 
portionably find, that Nature ma have been 
kind to him, in vain, for though Pee! had an 
Aſſurance, that cover'd this Neglect muchbetter, 
than a Man of more Modeſty might have done ; 
yet with all his Intrepidity, very often the Dit- 
ader.ce, and Concern for what he was to ſay, 
made him loſe the Look of what he was to be : 
While, therefore, Pawel prefided, his idle Ex- 
ample made this Fault fo common to others, 
that I cannot but confeſs, in the gencral Infec- 
tion, I had my Share of it; nor was my t90 Cri- 
tical Excuſe for it, a good one, i That ſcarce 
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one Part, in five, that fell to my Lot, was 
worth the Labour. But to ſhew Reſpect to an 
Audience, is worth the beſt Actor's Labon: 

and, his Buſineſs conſider'd, he muſt be a v. 
ry impudent one that comes before them, wit}, 
a conſcious Negligence of what he 1s abcur. 
But Mills was never known to make any ot 
theſe venial Diſtinctions, nor however barren 
his Part might be, could bear even the Selt- 
Reproach of favouring his Memory: And I 
have been aſtoniſhed, to ſee him ſwallow a 
Volume of Froth, and Infipidity, in a new 
Play, that we were ſure could not live above 
three Days, tho' favour'd, and recommended 
to the Stage, by ſome good perſon of Quality. 
Upon ſuch Occaſions, in Compafſion to his 
fruitleſs Toil, and Labour, I have ſometimes 
cry'd out with Cate Painful Precmimence! 
So infupportable, in my Senſe, was the Task, 
when the bare Praiſe, of not having been ne- 
gligent, was ſure to be the only Reward ot 
it. But ſo indefatigable was the Diligence 
of TY :lks, that he ſeem'd to love it, as a 
good Man does Virtue, for its own fake ; 
of which the following Inſtance will give you 
an extraordinary Proct. 


In ſome new Comedy, he happen'd to com- 
8 


* 

7 * 4 . 1 "0. _ 
he ſaid, gave him more trouble to ſtudy, than 
all the reſt of it had done; upon which, he ap- 
ply'd to the Author, either to ſoften, or h. 
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out, But, when he got home, from the Re- 
hearſil, Ls thought it ſuch an Indignity to 
his Memory that any thing ſhould be thought 
too hard for it, that he actually made him- 
{elf perfect in that ſpeech, though he knew it 
was never to be made uſe of. From this ſingu- 
lar Actof Supererogation, you may judge, how 
de fatigable the Labour of his Memory mu! 
ave been, when his Profit, and Honour, were 
more concern'd to make uſe of it. 

But beſides this indiſpenſible Quality of Di- 
!izence, Mis had the Advantage of a ſober 
(Character, in private Lite, which Pewel not 
la ing the leaſt Regard to, labour'd under the 


unhappy Disfavour, not to ſay, Contempt, of 


the Publick, to whom his licentious Courſes 
were no Secret: Even when he did well, that 
natural Prejudice purſu'd him; neither the He- 
toe, nor the Gentleman; the young Ammon, 
nor the Dorimant, could conceal, from the 
conſcious Spectator, the True George Pouel. 
And this fort of Diteſteem, or Favour, every 
Actor, will feel, and more, or leſs, have his 
Share of, as he Vas, or has net, a due Regard 
to his private Life, and Reputation. Nay, e- 
ven talſe Reports ſhall affect him, and become 
the Cauſe, or Pretence at leaſt, of undervalu- 
mg, or treating him injuriouſly. Let me give 
4 non Inſtance of it, and, at the ſame time, 
a Juſtification ot myſelf, from an Imputation, 
that was laid upon me, many Years, before I 
quitted the Theatre, of which you will ſee the 
Confequence. 
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After the vaſt Succeſs of that new Species 
of Dramatick Poetry, the Beggars Opera ; the 
Year following, I was ſo itupid, as to attempt 
ſomething of the ſame Kind, upon a quite dif- 
ferent Foundation, that of recommending Vir- 
tue and Innocence; which I 1gi.urantly thought, 
might not have a leſs ÞPretence tv Favour, 
than ſetting Greatneſs, and Authority, it; 4 
contemptible, and the moit vulgar Vice, and 
Wickedneſs, in an amiable Light. But behold 
how fondly I was miſtaken! Lede in a Riddle 
(for ſo my new- fangled Performance was cal- 
led Was as vilely Gamn'd, and ho ted ar. 48 
ſo vain a Preſumption, in the idle Cauſe of 
Virtue, could deſcrve. ct this is not what J 
complain of; I will allow my Poetry, to be 15 
much below the other, Tatte, or Criticitin, 
can fink it: I will grant likewile, that the 
applauded Author of the Boggors OH (whom 


I knew to be an honeſt good-natut'd Man, 
and who, when he had deſcended to write 


more like one, in the Caule of Virtue, had becn 
as unfortunate, as others of that Claſ ) 1 will 
grant, I ſay, that in his B. g Oprcra, 
had more ſkilfully gratity'd the Publick "Tatte, 
than all the brighteſt Authors that ever writ 
before him; and I have ſometimes thought, 
from the Modeſty of his Motto, X boo n. 
mus eſſe nibil, that he gave them that Pertorm- 
ance as a Satyr upon the Depravity ot their 
Judgment (as E.. Tenn, of old, was laid to 
give his Barthalamou- lun, in Ridicule of the 
vulgar Taſte; which had dütiked 315 8 5) 
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it, however, admit of 14 Queſtion, Which 
twoC: m Olitiot „2 700d VV rite: would 
r with to have been the Author of ? 1 ct, 
c other fide, muſt we not allow, that to 

aken a whole Nation, High, and Low, 
a general Applauſe, has ſhown a Power 
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to keen a little cloſer to my Point. 
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he ſame Author, the next Year, had, ac- 


n to the Laws of the Land tranſported 
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the Speculations, upon this act of Pow- 


Same thought that the Author, others 
the Town, was hardly dealt wi a third 

15. had envy'd him the Suc- 
his firſt Part, affirm'd, when it was 
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zan he could have been by a bare Theatrical 
reſentation. Whether any Part of theſe O- 
pinions were true, I am not concerned to de- 
termine, or conſider. But how they affected 
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innocent Diverſion (if it were ſuch) that none, 
but that cunning Comedian, might be ſufcred 
to give it them. This is very groſs a Sup- 
poſition, that it needs oily its own ſenſeleſs 
Face, to confound it ; let that alone, then, be 
my Defence againſt it. But againſt blind 
Malice, and ſtaring Inhumanity, whatever is 
upon the Stage, has no Defence] There, they 
knew, I ſtood helpleſs, and expos'd, to what- 
ever they might pleaſe to load, or aſperſe me 
with. I had not conſider'd, poor Devil! that, 
from the Security of a full Pit, Dunces, might 
be Criticks, Cowards valiant, and *Prentices 
Gentlemen! Whether any ſuch were concern'd 
in the Murder of my Play, 1am not certain ; 
tor I never endeavour'd, to diſcover any one of 
its Aſſaſſins; JI cannot afford them a milder 
Name, from their unmanly manner of deflroy- 
ing it. Had it been heard, they might have left 
Ms nothing to ſay to them: I 15 true, it faintly 
held up its wounded Head, a fecond Day, and 
would have ſpoke for Mercy, but was not ſuf- 
ter'd, Not even the Preſence of a Royal Heir ap- 
arent, could protect it. But then I was reduc'd 
to be ſerious with them ; their Clamour, then, 
became an Inſolence, which I thought it my 
Duty, by the Sacrifice of any Intereſt of my 
n, to put an end to. I therefore quitted the 
Actor, for the Author, and, ſtepping forward 
to the Pit, told them, That fince 1 found the) 
were net inclin'd, that this Play ſhould go fer- 

(1} a, gare then uy 1 ord, that after thy; 
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* 17 the EAN time, Thop'd, they WL uid CGH /id 8 in 
whoſe Preſence they were, and fir that Ree ſon 


b, 


al leaſt, would ſuſpe nd © what farth * Me, , 5 7 
their D; [pleaſure, the v 7 191 f imagine 7 1. 4 


deferved. At this there was a dead Siler ce; 
and, after ſome little Pauſe, a few civiliz' 4 
Hands, ſignify d their Approbation. When 
the Play went on, I obſerv'd about a Dozen 
Perſons, of no extraordinary Appearance, ſul- 
lenly walk'd out of the Pit. After which, 
every Scene of it, while uninterrupted, met 
with more Appl auic, than my beſt Hopes had 
expected. But it came too late : Peace to its 
Manes ! I had given my Word it ſhould fa Il, 
and 1 kept It, by giving out another Pla 
for the next Day, though I knew the 3 
were all lett for the ſame again. Such, then, 
was the Treatment I met with: How much ot 
it, the Errors of the Play might deterve, I rcfer 
to the Judgment of thoſe who may Ws Cn. 
riofity, and idle time cnough to read it. But 
if I had no occaſion to complain of the Re- 
ception it met with, from its quzeted Audience, 
ſure it can be no great Vanity, to impute 
its Diſgraces chiefly, to that ſevere Reſent- 
ment, which a eroundlef: Report of me had 


inflam' d: Vet thoſe Diſgraces have left me 
ſomething to boaſt of, an Honour preterable, 
even to the Applauſe of my a es : A no- 
ble Lord came behind the Scenes, and told me, 


from the Box, where he was " waiting, That 
what I faid, t9 quiet the Aid: HEE A. 24 3/1 *%s 
ly well taken there; and that 1 * been £09 
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thou H this Was the ON} Tuimmuir, that | have 
known to have been to effectually appeas'd, 
the nity Ye by any thing that could be 
Cid to an Andicnce, in the fame Humour, 1 
will not take ary great Merit to myſelf upon 

- becauſe when, like me, you will but 
ky bly tubmit to their doing You all the 
Miſchief they can, they will, at any time, be 


I have mention d this particular Fact, to in- 
force what I before obſcrv'd, That the pri- 
vate Character of an Actor will always, morc 
or leſs, affect his Publick Performance. And 
f ] ſfuffer'd ſo much, from the bare Sf, 
of my having been guilty of a baſe Action; 
u hat ſhould not an Actor expect, that is hardy 
enough, to think his whole private Charac- 
ter of no conſcquence? I could ofter many 
more, tho” lefs ſevere Inſtances, of the ſame 
Naturc. I have ſeen the moſt tender Senti- 
ment of Love, in Trazedy, create Laughter, 
iuſtcad of Compaſſion, when it has been ap- 
plicable to the real Engagements of the Per- 
0, that utter dit. I have known good Part 


humble Conſciouſneſe, 
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in all Nations, the Theatre muſt have been us d 
to, unleſs we could ſuppoſe Actors fomething 
more, than Human Creatures, void of Faults, 
or Frailties. Tis a lis fortune, at leaſt, not 
limited to the Exgliſã Stage. I have ſcen the 
better-bred Audience, in Paris, made merry, 
even with a modeſt Expreſſion, When it has 
come from the Mouth of an Actref, wlioſe 
private Character it ſeem'd not to belong to. 
The Apprehenſion of theſe kind of Fleers, 
from the Witlings of a Pit, ! 
ſo far, in our own Country, that a late valua- 
ble Actreſs (who was conſcious her Beauty was 


as been carry'd 


% 
1 
! 

| 
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not her greateſt Merit) deſired the Warmth of 


ſome Lines might be abated, when they have 
made her too remarkably handiome : But in 
this Niſcretion ſhe was alone, few others were 
afraid of undeſerving the fineſt things, that 
could be ſaid, to them. But to conſider this 
Matter ſeriouſly, I cannot but think, at a Play, 
2 ſenſible Auditor would contribute all he 
could, to his being well deceiv'd, and not ſuf- 
ter his Imagination, fo far to wander, from 
the well-acted Character before him, as to gra- 
tiſy a frivolous Spleen, by Mocks, or perſo- 
nal Sneers, on the Performer, at the Expence 
Of his better Entertainment. But I muſt now 
take up Mills, and Poel, again, where I left 
them. 

hough the Contention for Superiority, be- 
tween them, ſeem'd about this time, to end in 
wour of the former, yet the Diſtreſs of the 
Patentce (in having his Servant his. Maſter, as 
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Pete had lately been) was not much reliey'd 
by the Victory ; he had only chang'd the Man, 
but not the Malady : For WW: Ls, by being in 
Poſſeſſion of ſo many good Parts, fell into the 
common Error of moi Actors, that of over- 
rating their Merit, or never thinking it is fo 
thoroughly conſider'd, as it ought to be; 

which generally makes them proportionably 
troubleſome to the Maſter ; who, they might 
conſider, only pays them, to profit by them. 
1 he Patentee therefore, found it as difficult to 
ſatisfy the continual Demand of Wilks, as it 
was dangerous to refuſe them ; very few were 
made, that were not granted, and as few were 
granted, as were not grudg'd him : Not but 
our good Matter, was as fly a Tyrant, as ever 
was at the Head of a Theatre; for he gave 
* Actors more Liberty, and fewer Days Pay, 
than any of his T' redecefiors : He would laugh 
with, them over a Bottle, and bite them, in 
their Bargains ; He non them poor, that they 
might not be able to rebel; and ſometimes 
merry, that they might not think of it: All 
their Articles of Agreement had à Clauſe in 
them, that he was ture to creep out at, vig. 
Their reſpective Sallaries, were to be paid, 1 

ſuch manner, "and proportion, as others of the 
lame Company were paid; which in effect, 
made them i when he pleas'd, but limited 


ares of Lok. and himſelf ſole Proprictor of 
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advance them Money (but not more, than he 
knew at moſt could be due to them) upon their 
Bonds; upon which, whenever they were mu- 
tinous, he would threaten to ſue them. This 
was the Net we danc'd in for ſeveral Years : 
But no wonder we were Dupes, while our Ma- 
{ter was a Lawyer. This Grievance, however, 
Wilks was reſolv'd for himſelf, at leaſt, to re- 
medy at any rate; and grew daily more in- 
tractable, for every Day his Redreſs was de- 
lay d. Here our Ma ſter found himſelf under 
a Difficulty, he knew not well how to get out 
of: For as he was a cloſe ſubtle Man, he ſel- 
dom made uſe of a Confident, in his Schemes 
of Government : But here the old Expedient 
of Delay, would ſtand him in no longer ſtead ; 
Wilks ruſt inſtantly be comply'd with, or 
Piel come again into Power! In a word, he 
was puſh'd fo home, that he was reduc'd even 
to take my Opinion into his Afliſtance : For 
he knew I was a Rival to neither of them; 
perhaps too, he had fancy'd, that from the 
Succeſs of my firſt Play, I might know as 
much of the Stage, and what made an Actor 
valuable, as either of them: He ſaw too, that 
tho” they had each of them five good Parts to 
my one ; yet the Applauſe WI. * in my tew, I 
had met with, was given me by better Judges, 
than, as vet, had approv'd of the beſt they ha: 4 
ons. T hey generally meaſured the goodne!; 
of a Part, by the Quantity, or Lengt! 1 of it: 
| thought none bad for being ſhort, that were 


O 


cloſely-natural ; nor any the better, for being 


long. 
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long, without that valuable Quality. But, in 
this, 1 doubt, as to their Intereſt, they judg'd 
better, than myſelf; for I have generally ob- 
{crv'd, that thoſe, who do a great deal not ill, 
have been preterr'd to thoſe, who do but lit- 
tle, though never ſo maſterly. And therefore 
I allow, that while there were ſo few good 
Parts, and as few good Judges of them, it 
ought to have been no Wonder to me, that, as 
an Actor, I was leſs valued, by the Maſter, or 
the common People, than either of them: 
All the Advantage I had of them, was, that 
by not being troubleſome, I had more of our 
Maſter's perſonal Inclination, than any Actor 
of the Male Sex; and ſo much of it, that I 
was almoſt the only one, whom at that time, 
he ud to take into his Parties of Pleaſure ; 
very often fete d tete, and ſometimes, in a 
Partie quarree, Theſe then were the Quali- 


fications, however good, or bad, to whicin 
may be imputed our Maſter's having made 
choice of me, to aſſiſt him, in the Ditnculty, 
under which he now labour'd. He was him 
ſelf ſometimes inclin'd to fet up Powel again 
4+ a Check upon the over-bearing Temper ot 
ile: Tho' to ſay truth, he lik'd neither of 
them; but was ftill under a Neceſſity, that onc 
of them ſhould preſide; tho' he ſcarce knew 
which of tne two Evils to chuſe. This Que- 
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on, when I happen'd to be alone with him, 
was often debated in our Evening Converſa- 


1; nor indeed, did I find it an eaſy matter 
kr which Party I ought to recommend 
fo 
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to his Election. I knew they were neither 
of them Well-withers to me, as in common | 
they were Enemies to moſt Actors, in propor- 
tion to the Merit, that ſeem'd to be riſing, in 
them. But as I had the Proſperity of the Stage 
more at Heart, than any other Conlideration, 
I could not be long undetermined, in my Opi- 
nion, and therefore gave it to our Maſter, at | 
once, in Favour of Vils. I, with all the | 
Force I could muſter, inliſted, «That if Pete | 
« were preferr'd, the ill Example of his Neg- | 
* ligence, and abandon'd Character (whatever 
his Merit on the Stage might be) would re- 
* duce our Company to Contempt, and Beg- 
« gary; obſerving at the ſame time, in how 
much better Order our Affairs went forward, 
* fince Mills came among us, of which I re- 
counted ſeveral Inſtances, that are not ſo ne- 

<« ceflary to tire my Reader with. All this, | 
* though he allow d to be true; yet Powel, he | 
*« faid, was a better Actor than Wilks, when 
he minded his Buſineſs (that is to ſay, when 
*© he was, what he ſeldom was, ſober). But 
* Pawel, it ſzems, had a ſtill greater Merit 
* to him, which was, (as he obſerv'd) that 
« when Affairs were in his Hands, he had 
* kept the Actors quiet, without one Day's 
* Pay, for ſix Weeks together, and it was not 
* every body could do that; for you ſee, ſaid 
% he, Wilks will never be eaſy, unleſs 1 give 
66 him his whole Pay, when others h ave itnot, 
e and what an Injuſtice would that be to the 
reſt, if I were to comply with him? How 
44 da 
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do I know, but then they may be all, in a 
"= Matinv, and maybap (that was this Expret- 
& fon) wich Peel at the Head of em? 
By this Specimen of our Debate, it may be 
jndg'd, under how particular, and merry a 
Government, the Theatre then labour'd. To 
conclude, this Matter ended in a Reſolution, 
to ſign a new Agreement, with His, which 
entitled him, to his full Pay of four Pannds a 
Week, without any conditional Deductions 
How tar {oever my Advice might have con- 
tributed to our Maſter's ſettli ing his Affairs upon 
this Foot, I never durit m: ke the leaſt Merit 
of it to Is, well knowing that his great 
Heart would have taken it as a mortal Affront. 
had I (tho' never fo diſtantly) hinted, that his 
Demands had necded any Afliſtance, but the 
Juſtice of them, From this time, then, III 
b came firſt Miniſter, or Buſtle- maſter gencral 
of the Company. He, now, ſeem'd to take 
new Delt aht, in keeping the Actors cloſe to 
their Buſineſs; and got every Play reviv'd v - 
Care, in w hich he had acted the chief Part, i 
Dublin: Tis true, this might be done . gl 
Pa reicular View of ſetting off himſelf to Ad- 
vantage; but if, at the ſame time, it ſerved 
the — he ought not to want our Com- 
mendation: Now tho' my own Conduct, nei- 
ther had the Appearance of his Merit, nor the 
Reward that . ow d his Induſtry; I cannot 
help obſerving, that it ſhew'd me, to the beſt 
of: my Power, a more cordial Common- 
| welth's Man; His firſt Views, in ſerving 
+ kunicit 
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himſelf, made his Service to the whole but an 
incidental Merit; whereas, by my proſecuting 
the Means, to make him eaſy, in his Pay, un- 
known to him, or without alking any Favour 
for my ſelf, at the ſame time, I gave a more 
unqueſtionable Proof of my preferring the 
Publick, to my Private Intereſt: From the 
ſame Principle I never murmur'd at whatever 
little Parts fell to my Share, and though I 
knew it would not recommed me to the Fa- 
vour of the common People, I often ſubmitted 
to play wicked Characters, rather than they 
ſhould be worſe done by weaker Actors than 
my felt : But perhaps, in all this Patience under 
my Situation, I ſupported my Spirits, by a con- 
ſcious Vanity: For l fan cied I had more Rea- 
fon to value myſelf, upon being ſometimes the 
Confident, and Companion of our Maſter, than 
Wilks had, in all the more publics Favours he 
had extorted from him | imaginced too, there 
was ſometimes as much Skill to be thewn, in 
a ſhort Part, as in the moſt voluminous, which 
he generally made choice of; that even the 
coxcombly Follies of a Sir 75 n Da, might 
as well diſtinguiſh the Canaci ity of an AE tor, 
as all the dry * nterprizes, and bat\ Conduct of 
a Truewit, Nor could I have any Reaſon to 
repine at the Superiority he enjoy'd when I 
conſider'd at how dear a Rate itw as purchaſed, 
at the continual Expence of a reſtleſs Jealouſy, 
and rrettul Imp. ticnce— Theſe were the Patſ- 
ſions, that, in the height of his Succeſſes, kept 
him lean, to his laſt Hour, while what I want- 
F. 2 ed 
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ed in Rank, or Glory, was amply made up 
to me, in Eaſe and Chearfulneſs. But let not 
this Oblervation either leficn his Merit, or lift 
up my own; lince our different Tempers were 
not, in our Choice, but equally natural, 
th of us. To be employ” d on the Stage was 
Delight of his Life; to be juſtly excuſed 
fro m it, was the Joy of mine: I lov'd Eaſe, 
nd he Pre-eminence: In that, he might be 
more commendable. Tho' he often diſturb d 
me. he icldom could do it, without more diſ- 
ordering himſelf: In our Ditputes, his Warmth 
uld lets bear Truth, than I could ſupport 
maniteſt Injuries: He would hazard our Un- 
doing, to gratify his Paſſions, tho' otherwiſe 
an honeſt Man; and I rather choſe to give up 
my Rcaſon, or not ſee my Wrong, then ruin 
our Community by an equal Raſlineſs. By 
this oppoſite Conduct, our Accounts at the 
End of our Labours, ſtood thus: While he 
lived, he was the elder Man, when he died, 
he was not fo old as I am: He never left the 
Stage, tul he left the World: I never ſo well 
cniov'd the World, as when I left the Stage: 
ie died in Poſſefſion of his Wiſhes; and I, by 
hi ving had a leſs cholcrick Ambition, am ſtill 
talling mine, in Health, and Liberty. But, 
he in a great meaſure wore out the Organs 
Life, in his inceſſant Labours, to gratiſy 
Th e Pubi1 ick, the Many whom he gave Pleaſure 
to, will always owe his Memor y a favourable 
Reps t Some Facts, that will vouch for the 
Truth of this Account, will be found in the 
Sequel 
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Sequel of theſe Memoirs, If I have ſpoke with 


more Freedom of his quondam Competitor 
Poel, let my good Intentions to future Actors, 
in ſhewing what will ſo much concern them 
to avoid, be my Excuſe for it: For though 
Pawel had from Nature, much more than 
Ililks ; in Voice, and Ear, in Elocution, in 
Tragedy, and Humour in Comedy, greatly 
the Advantage of him; yet, as I have obſery'd, 
from the Neglect, and Abuſe of thoſe valua! is 
Gifts, he ſuffer'd Wilks to be of thrice the 
Services to our Society, Let me give another 
Inſtance of the Reward, and Favour which i: 
a 2 Diligence, and Sobricty ſeldom Fa. : 
: Mills the elder grew into the Friendiſhi. 
of 77 ths, with not a great deal more, than 
thoſe uſeful Qualities to recommend him: 
He was an honeſt, quiet, careful Man, of as 
few Faults, as Excellencies, and Mi, rather 
choſe him for his ſecond, in many Plays, than 
an Actor of perhaps greater Skill, that was not 
ſo laboriouſly diligent. And from this conttant 
Aſſiduity, Mills with making to himſcif a 
Friend in Wilks, was advanced to a lars ger Sal- 
lary, than any Man-Actor had enjoy'd, during 
my time, on the Stage. I have yet to offer a 
more happy Recommendation of Temperance 
which a late celebrated Actor was warn'd into 
by the miſ-· conduct of Powel. About the Year, 
that IVilks returned from Dublin, Booth, who 
had commenced Actor, upon that Theatre, 
Came over to the Company, in Lincolus Inn- 
Fields: Hewas then but an Under-gradu te 01 
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the Buſkin, and as he told me himſelf, had 
been for ſome time too frank a Lover of the 
Bottle ; but having had the Happineſs to ob- 
ſerve into what Contempt, and Diſtreſſes Pe. 
had plung'd himſelf by the ſame Vice, he was 
ſo ſtruck with the Terror of his Example, that 
he fix d a Reſolution (which from that time, 
to the End of his Days, he ſtrictly obferv'd) 
of utterly reforming it ; an uncommon Act of 
Philoſophy in a young Man! of which in his 
Fame, and Fortune, he afterwards enjoy'd the 
Reward and Benefit. Theſe Obſervations I 
have not merely thrown together as a Mora- 
liſt, but to prove, that the briſkeſt looſe Li- 
ver, or intemperate Man (though Morality 
were out of the Queſtion) can never arrive at 
the neceſſary Excellencics of a good, or uſe- 


ful Actor, 
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The Patentee of Drury-Lane «fer than his 
Actors. His particu am Management. The 
Author contiuues ts write Piays. Why The 


beft dramatick Poets cenſured, by J. Collier, 
in his Short View of the Stage. It bas a 
gocd Effect. The Maſter of the Revets, from 
that time, cautions, in lis licenſing nee Pur 

A Compiaimt againfs him. Ils Autry; 

faunded upon Cuftem only. The late Low 
for ling that AulDerity, in a prater Pere 
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had n0 Conception himtelf ( f'T co 
trical Merit, either in Authors, or Ac- 


tors; yet his Judgment was govern'd by a au- 


e 
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ing Rule, in both : He look'd into his Reccipts 
for the Value of a Play, and from common 
Fame he judg'd of his Actors. But by whatever 
Rule he was govern'd, while he had prudent!; 
reſerv'd to himſelf a Power of not paying then 
more than their Merit could get, he could not 
be much deceived by their being over, or un- 
der-valued. In a Word, he had, with great 
Skill inverted the Conſtitution of. tne Staus, 
and quite changed the Channel of Profits, «- 
riſing from it; formerly, (when there was but 
one Company) the Proprictors pun. wually paid 
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the Actors their appointed Sallaries, and took 
to themſelves only the clear Profits: But our 
wiſer Proprietor, took firſt out of every Day's 
Receipts two Shillings in the Pound to himſclf; 
and left their Sallaries, to be paid, only, as the 
leſs, or greater Deficiencies of acting (according 
to his own Accounts) would permit. What 
ſcem'd moſt extraordinary in theſe Meaſurcs, 
was, that at the ſame time, he had perſuaded 
us to be contented with our Conditicn, upon 
his aſſuring us, that as faſt as Money would 
come in, we ſhould all be paid our Arrears : 
And that we might not have it alwavs in our 
Power to fay he had never intended to keep 
his Word ; I remember in a few Years, after 
this time, he once paid us nine Days, in one 
Weck: This happen'd, when the Funeral, or 
Grief a la AMlede was firſt ated, with more 
than expected Succels, Whether this well- 
tim'd Bounty was only allow'd us, to fave 
Appearances, I will not ſay: But if that was 
his real Motive for it, it was too coſtly a Fro- 
lick to be repeated, and was, at Ieaſt the only 
C:rimace of its kind he vouchſafed us; we ne- 
ver having received one Day more of thoſe 
Arrears, in above fiftcen Years Service, 
While the Actors were in this Condition, I 
think I may very well be excuſed, in my pre- 
ſuming to write Plays: which I was forced to 
do, for the Support of my encreaſing Family, 
my precarious Income, as an Actor, being 
then too ſcanty, to ſupply it, with even the 
Neceſſaries of Life. 
It 
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It may be obſervable too, that my Muſe, 
and my Spouſe were equally prolifick ; that 
the one was ſeldom the Mother of a Child, 
but in the ſame Year the other made me the 
Father of a Play : I think we had a Dozen of 
cach Sort between us; of both which kinds, 
ſome died in their Infancy, and near an equal 
Number of each were alive, when I quitted 
the Theatre—But it is no Wonder, when a 
Muſe is only call'd upon, by Family Duty, 
ſhe ſhould not always rejoice, in the Fruit of 
her Labour: To this Neceflity of writing then, 
J attribute the Defects of my frond Play, 
which coming out too haſtily, the Year after 
my firſt, turn'd to very little Account. Burt 
kaving got as much, by my firſt, as I ought to 
have expected, from the Saccefs of them both, 
I had no great Reaſon to 9 Not but, 
I confeſs fo bad was my ſecond, that I do not 
chule to tell you the Name of it ; and that it 
might be peaceably forgotten, I have not given 
it a Place, in the two V folumes of thoſe I pub- 
liſhed in Quarto in theYear 1721. And when- 
ever I took upon me, to make ſome dormant 
Play of an old Author, to the beſt of my Judg- 
ment, fitter for the Stage, it was honeſtly, not 
to be idle, that ſet me to work; as a good 
Houſewife will mend old Linen. when ſhe 
has not better Employment : But when I was 
more warmly engag'd by a Subject entirely 
new, I only thought it a good Subject, when 
it ſeem d worthy of an abler Pen, than my 
own, and might prove as uſeful to the Hearer, 
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as profitable to myſelf : Therefore, whatever 
any of my Productions, might want of Skill, 
Learning, Wit, or Hamour, or however un- 
quality' d 1 mig h t be to inſtruct others, who fo 
il] govern'd my ſelf: Yet ſuch Plays (entirely 
my own) were not wanting, at leaſt, in what 
our moſt admired Writers teem'd to neglect, 
and without which, I cannot allow the moſt 
taking Play, to be intrinſically good, or to be a 
Work, upon which a Mlan of Senſe and Pro- 
bity ſhould value himſelf: I mcan when they 
do not, as well prode/je, as deleclare, give Pro- 
fit with Delight! The Urile Dulc: was, of old, 
equally the Point ; and has always been my 
Aim, however wide of the Mark, I may have 
ſhot my Arrow. It has often given me A- 
mazement, that our beſt Authors of that time, 
could think the Wit, and Spirit of their Scenes, 
could be an Excuſe for making the Looſencfs 
of them publick. The many Inſtances of their 
Talents fo abuſed, are too glaring, to necd a 
cloſer Comment, and are ſometimes too groſs 
to be recited. If then to have avoided this 
Imputation, or rather to have had the Intereſt, 
and Honour of Virtue always in view, can 
give Merit to a Play; I am contented that my 
Reader ſhould think ſuch Merit, the All, that 
mine have to boaſt of — Libertines of meer 
Wit, and Pleaſure, may laugh at theſe grave 
Laws, that would limit'a lively Genius : But 
every ſenſible honeſt Man, conſcious of their 
Truth, and Uſe, will give theſe Ralliers Smile 
for Smil e, and ſhew a due Centempt tor their 
Merriment, But 
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But while our Authors took theſe extraor- 
dinary Liberties with their Wit, I remember 
the Ladies were then obſerv'd, to be decently 
afraid of venturing bare-fac'd to a new Co- 
medy, till they had been aſſur'd they might 
do it, without the Riſque of an Inſult, to their 
Modeſty—— Or, if their Curioſity were too 
ſtrong, for their Patience, they took Care, at 
Icaſt, to fave Appearances, and rarely came 
upon the firſt Days of Acting but in Maſks, 
(then daily worn, and admitted in the Pit, 
the ſide Boxes, and Gallery) which Cuſtom 
however, had ſo many ill Conſequences at- 
tending it, that it has been aboliſh'd theſe 
many Years, 

Theſe Immoralities of the Stage, had by an 
avow'd Indulgence been creeping into it ever 
ſince King Charles his Time ; nothing that was 
looſe could then be too low for it : The Len- 
dim Cuckolds, the moſt rank Play that ever ſuc- 
cceded, was then in the higheſt Court-Favour : 
In this almoſt general Corruption, Dryden, 
whoſe Plays were more fam'd for their Wit, 
than their Chaſtity, led the way, which he 
fairly confeſſes, and endeavours to excuſe, in 
his Epilogue to the P:/grim, revived in 1700 
for his Benefit, in his declining Age, and For- 
tune—The following Lines of it will make 
good my Obſervation, 


Perhaps the Parſen ſiretch'd a Point too far, 
Men, with cur Theatres be wag'd a War. 


He 
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He tells you, that this very moral Ne 
Receiv'd the firft Inſectian from the $: age. 


But ſure, a baniſd'd Curt, with Lewdnefs 


75 any Zht, 
The 8 eds of open Vice returning brought. 
Thus leds'd (as Vice by great Example thrives) 
J firſt debauch'd the Doughters, and the Mies. 
London, à fruitful Sc ci, yet never bre 
Ho ple: A. 70 Cr 7 of II Ns befor 
The Poets, who muſt live by Carts or r far: ve, 
Were pr oud, [0 yes Government to erde 
And mixing with Biffons, and Pimps pro- 
fane, 
Tainted the Stage, for ſome ſmall ſmp of Gain. 
For they, like Harlots under Baud. pr elt, 
Took all ' th ungodly Pains, and got the leaſt. 
Thus did the thriving Malady pr eval, 
The Court, its Head, "the Poets but the Tail. 
The Sin was of our native Growth, tis true, 
The Scandal of the Sin was tobeliy ner 
Miſſes there were, but modeſtly conceal MM; 
White-hall the nated Venus firſt reveal 4. 
Where flanding as at Cyprus, in her Shrine, 
The Strumpet was ador'd with Rites divine, 
&c. 


This Epilogue, and the Prologue, to the 
ſame Play, written by Dryden, I ſpoke myſelt, 
which not being uſually done by the ſame 
Perſon, I have a mind, while I think of it, 
to let you know on what Occaſion they both 
tell to my Share, and how other Actors were 
affected by it. 


+ Sir 
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Sir J Vanbrugh, who had given ſome 
light touches of his Pen to the Pilgrim, to aſ- 
ſiſt the Benefit Day of Dryden, had the Diſ- 
poſal of the Parts, and I being then, as an Ac- 
tor, in ſome Favour with him, he read the 
Play firſt, with me alone, and was pleaſed to 
offer me my Choice of what I might like beſt 
for myſelf, in it. But as the chiet Characters 
were not (according to my Taſte) the moſt 
ſhining, it was no great Selt-denial in me, that 
I delir'd, he would firſt take care of thoſe, who 
were more difficult to be pleaſed ; I therefore 
only choſe, for myſelf, two ſhort incidental 
Parts, that of the fluttering Cesc, and the mad 
Engliſhnan. In which homely Characters, I 
ſaw more Matter for Delight, than thoſe that 
might have a better Pretence to the Amiable : 
And when the Play came to be acted, I was 
not deceiv'd, in my Choice. Sir Jabn, upon 
my being contented with ſo little a Share in 
the Entertainment, gave me the Epilogue to 
make up my Mets; vrhich being written ſo 
much above the Strain of common Authors, 
I confeſs, I was not a little pleated with. And 
Dryden, upon his hearing me repeat it, to him, 
made me a farther Compliment of truſting me 
with the Prologue. This to particular Diſtinc- 
tion was looked upon, by the Actors, as ſome- 
thing too extraordinary. But no one was ſo 
impatiently ruffled at it, as /7/Zs, who ſeidom 
choſe ſoft Words, w hen he ſpoke of any thing 
he did not like. The moſt gentle thing he 
ſaid of it was, that he did not underſtand tuch 
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Treatment; that for his Part he look'd upon it, 
as an Affront to all the reſt of the Company; 
that there ſhou'd be but one out of the 
Whole judg'd fit to ſpeak either a Prologue, 
or an Epiiogue! to quiet him, I offer'd to 
decline cither in his Favour, or both, if it 
were equally eaſy to the Author: But he was 
too much concern'd, to accept of an Offer, that 
had been made to another in preference to him- 
felf; and which he ſeem'd to think his beſt 
way of reſenting, was to contemn. But from 
that time, however, he was reſolv'd, to the 
beſt of his Power, never to let the firſt Offer 
of a Prologue eſcape him: Which little Am- 
bition ſometimes made him pay too dear, for 
his Succeſs : The Flatneſs of the many miſe- 
ble Prologues, that by this means fell to his 
Lot, ſeem'd wofully unequal, to the few 
good ones he might have Reaſon to triumph 
in. 


[ have given you this Fact, only as a Sam- 
ple of thoſe frequent Rubs, and Impediments 
F met with, when any Step was made to 
my being diſtinguiſh'd as an Actor; and 
from this Incident too, you may partly ſee 
what occaſion'd ſo many Prologues, after the 
Death of Betterton, to fall into the Hands of 
one Speaker: But it is not every Succeſſor, to 
a vacant Poſt, that brings into it, the Talents, 
equal to thoſe of a Predeceſſor. To ſpeak a 
good Prologue well is, in my Opinion, one of 
the hardeſt Parts, and ſtrongeſt Proofs of found 
Elouution, of which, I confels, I never thought, 


that 
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that any of the ſeveral who attempted it 
ſhew'd themſelves, by far, equal Maſters to 
Betterton. Betterton, in the Delivery of a good 
Prologue, had a natural Gravity, that gave 
Strength to good Senſe; a temper 4 Spirit, that 
gave Life to Wit; and a dry Reſerve in his 
Smile, that threw Ridicule into its brighteſt 
Colours. Of theſe Qualities, in the ſpeaking 
of a Prologue, Booth only had the firſt, but 
attain'd not to the other two: Vis had Spi- 
rit, but gave too looſe a Rein to it, and it 
was ſeldom he could ſpeak a grave and weigh- 
| ty Verſe harmonioully : His Accents were fre- 
quently too ſharp, and violent, which ſome- 
1 


times occaſion'd his eagerly cutting off half 

the Sound of Syllables, that ought to have been 
gently melted into the Melody of Metre: In 
Verſesof Humour too, he would ſometimes car- 

ry the Mimickry farther than the hint would 

| bear, even to a trifling Light, as it himſelf were 
pleaſed to ſee it ſo glittering. In the Truth of 

| this Criticiſm, I have been confirm'd by thoſe, 
whoſe Judgment, I dare more confidently rely 

| on, than my own: Mils had many Ex- 
| ccllencies, but if we leave Prologue- Speaking 
| out of the Number, he will {till have enough 
| to have made him a valuable Actor. And I 
only make this Exception, from them, to 
caution others fron imitating, what, in his 
time, they might have too implicitly admir- 
ed—But I have a Word or two more to 
ſay concerning the Immoralities of the Stage 
Our Theatrical Writcrs were not only accus'd 
of 
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of Immorality, but Prophanenets; many flagrant 
Inſtances of which, were collected and pub- 
liſhed by a Non- juring Clergyman, Jeremy Col- 
lier, in his View of the Stage, &c. about the 
Year 1697, However juſt his Charge againſt 
the Authors, that then wrote for it, might be ; 
I cannot but think his Sentence againſt the 
Stage itſelf is unequal ; Reformation he thinks 
too mild a Treatment for it, and is there- 
fore for laying his Ax to the Root of it: 
I! this were to be a Rule of Judgment, for 
Oftences of the ſame Nature, what might be- 
come of the Pulpit, where many a ſeditious, and 
corrupted Teacher has been known, to cover 
the moſt pernicious Doctrine, with the Maſque 
of Religion ? This puts me in mind of what 
the noted Jo. Huins, the Comedian, a Fellow 
of a wicked Wit, faid upon this Occaſion ; who 
being aſk'd w hat could tr: inſport Mr. Collier in- 
to ſo blind a Zeal for a general Suppreſſion 
the Stage, when only ſome particular Au- 
ye had abus'd it > Whereas the Sta ge, he 
could not but know, was generally allow'd, when 
rightly conducted, to be a delightful Method 
of mending our Morals? “ For that Reaſon, 
« reply'd Hoins : Collier is by Profeſſion a 
10 „ Moral- mender himſelf, and two of a Trade, 
you know, can never agree.” 

The Authors of the ou Batchelor, and of the 
Relapſe, were thoſe, whom Collier moſt la- 
bour'd to convict ad Immorality ; to which 
they ſeverally publiſh” d their Reply ; the firſt 
ſcem'd too much hurt, to be able to defend 

him- 
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kimiclt, and the other felt him ſo little, that 
his Wit only laugh'd at his Laſhes. 
My firſt Play of the Fool in F: Lion, too, 

ing then in a Courſe of Saccels ; perha; Ps, for 
that Reaſon, only, this ſevere Author r thought 
himſelf oblig d to attack it; in which, I hope, 
he has ſhew:n more Zeal than Juitice, his great- 
eſt Charge againſt it is, that it ſometimes uſcs 
the Word Faith! as an Oath, in the Dialogue: 
But if Faith may as well ſignify our given 
Word, or Credit, as our religious Belief, why 
might not his Charity have taken. i it, in the 
leſs criminal Senſe? Nevertheleſs, Mr. Coller's 
Book, was upon the whole thought ſo lau- 
dable a Work, that King William, ſoon after 
it was publiſli d, granted him a Net Preſegut, 


when he ſtood anſwerable to the Law, for his 


having abſolved two Criminals, juſt betore 
they were excuted, for High Treaſon. And 
it mutt be farther granted that his calling our 
Dramatick Writers to this ſtrict Account, had 
a very wholeſome Effect, upon thoſe, who 
writ after this time. They were now a great 
deal more upon their guard; Indecencies were 
no longer Wit; and by devrees the fair Sex 
came again to fill the Boxes on the firſt Day 
of a new Comedy, without Fear or Cenlure. 
But the Mailer of the Revels, who then, li- 
cens'd all Flays for the Stage, aſſiſted this Re- 
formation, with a more zealous Severity than 
ever. Ile would ſtrike out whole Scenes of a 
vicious, or immoral Character, tho' it were 
viſibly ſhewn to be reform'd, or puniſh'd; a 
2 levere 
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£ ther four Acts mni-h' limp on, with a 
little leis Abfurdity ! no! he had not c iſure to 
conſidet what might be ſeparately it. offenſive. 
He had an Objection to the whole Ac, and 
the Reaſon he gave for it was, that the Di- 
ſtreſſes of King Fenry the Sixth, who is kill'd 
by Nic ard in the firſt Act, would put weak 
People too much in mind of King James then 
living in Lance; a notable Proof of his Zcal 
for the Government! Thoſe who have read 
either the Flay, or the Hiſtory, I dare ſay, will 
think he ſtrain'd hard for the Parallel. In a 
Word, we were fore d, for ſome few Y cars, to let 
the Play take its Fate; with only four Acts 
divided into five; by the Loſs of fo conſider- 
able a imb ; may one not modeſtly ſuppoſe, 
it was robb'd of at leaſt a fifth Part of that 
Favour, it after wards met with? For tho' this 
tirtt Act was at lait recovered, and made the 
Play whole again, yet the Relief came too 
late to repay me for the Pains I had taken 
in it. Nor did I cver hear that this zealous 
Severity of the Niaſter of the Revels was af- 
terwards thought juſtifiable, But my good 
t ortune in Proceſꝭ of time, gave me an Op- 
portunity 
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the ſmull ſudulgende v4 a Speech or two , nat 
the other four Acts wmiyph: limp on, with a 
cis Abſurdity ! no! he bad not c iſure to 
conſidet what might be ſeparately ir.oitenfive. 
He had an Objection to the whole Act, and 
the Reaſon he gave for it was, that the Di- 
ſtreſſes of King Henry the Sixth, who is kill'd 
by Richard in the firſt Act, would put weak 
People too much in mind of King James then 
living in Fance; a notable Proof of his Zeal 
for the Government! Thoſe who have read 
either the Flay, or the Hiſtory, I dare ſay, will 
think he ſtrain'd hard for the Parallel. In a 
Word, we were fore d, for ſome few Y ears, to let 
the Play take its Fate; with only four Acts 
divided into five; by the Loſs of ſo conſider- 
able a Limb; may one not modeſtly ſuppoſe, 
it was robb'd of at leaſt a fifth Part of that 
Favour, it atterwards met with? For tho' this 
firit Act was at laſt recovered, and made the 
Play whole again, yet the Relief came too 
late to repay me for the Pains I had taken 
in it. Nor did I ever hear that this zealous 
Severity of the Maſter of the Revels was af- 
terwards thought juſtifiable. But my good 
Fortune in Proceſs of time, gave me an Op- 

portunity 
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P rtunity to talk with 7 Oppreao: 151 my 
Jurn. 
The Patent granted by his Majeſty K 


PF. . - » * {} * * 5 2 C ; I). = ] , 
Creor re tne ] Tir, oY Su Richard Steele, 477 l 


Aſtigns, of which I was one, made us foie 
Judges of what Plays might be proper for the 
Stage, without ſubmitting them to the Ap- 
probation, or Licence of any other particular 
Perſon. Notwithſtanding which, the Maſter 
of the Revels demanded his Fee of Forty 
Shillings, upon our acting a new One, tho' 
we had ſpared him the Trouble of peruſing 
it. This occaſion'd my being deputed to him, 
to enquire into the Righit of his Demand, and 
to make an amicable End of our Diſpute, 1 
confeſs, I did not diſſike the Otfice ; and told 
him, according to my Initructions, That !] 
came not to defend, even our own Right, in 
prejudice to his; that if our Patent, had in- 
advertently ſuperſeded tne Grant of any forme 
Power, or Warrant, whereon he might ground 
his Pretenſions, we wonld not inſiſt upon 
our Broad Seal, but would readily antwer his 
Demands upon light oi ſuch his Warrant, any 
thing in our Patent to the contrary netiwith- 
ſtanding. This I had realvi to think he could 
not do; and, when 1 found he made no direct 
Reply to my Queſtion, I repeated it with 
greater Civilities, and Ofters of Compliance, 
till I was forc'd in the ena to conclude, with 


telling him, That as his Pretenſions were not 
back'd with any viſible Inſtrument of Right, 


and as hi: ſtrongeſt Plea was Cuſtom, we could 
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not ſo far extend our Complaiſance, as to con- 
tinue his Fees upon fo flender a Claim to 
them: And from that Time, neither our Plays, 
or his Fees, gave cither of us any farther 
trouble. In this Negotiation, I am the bolder 
to think Juſtice was on our Side, becauſe the 
Law lately paſs'd, by which the Power of Li- 
cenſing Plays, &c. is given to a proper Perſon, 
is a ſtrong Preſumption, that no Law had ever 
given that Power to any ſuch Perſon before. 

My having mentioned this Law, which fo 
immediately affected the Stage, inclines me to 
throw out a few Obſervations upon it: But I | 
muſt firſt lead you gradually thro' the Facts, 
and natural Cauſes, that made ſuch a Law ne- 
ceſſary. 

Although it had been taken for granted, 
from Time immemorial, that no Company of 
Comedians, could act Plays, &c. without the 
Royal Licence, or Protection of ſome legal 
Authority; a Theatre was, notwithſtanding, 
erected in Gondman's-Fields, about ſeven Years | 
ago, where Plays, without any ſuch Licence, 
were ated for ſome time unmoleſted, and 
with Impunity. After a Year or two, this 
Playhouſe was thought a Nuſance too near the 
City: Upon which the Lord-Mayor, and Al- 
dermen, petition'd the Crown to ſuppreſs it : 
What Steps were taken, in favour of that Pe- 
tition, I know not, but common Fame ſeem'd 
to allow from what had, or had not been 
done in it, that acting Plays in the faid 
Theatre was not evidently unlawful, How- 

ever 
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ever, this Queſtion of Acting without a Li- 
cence, a little time after, came to a nearer De- 
ciſion in Weſtminſter-Hall ; the Occaſion of 
bringing it thither was this : It happened that 
the Purchaſers of the Patent, to whom 
Mr. Boo:h and Myſelf had fold our Shares, 
were at variance with the Comedians, that 
were then left to their Government, and the 
Variance ended, in the chief of thoſe Co- 
medians deſerting, and ſetting up for them- 
{elves in the little Houſe in the Hay-Marxe:, 
in 1733, by which Deſertion the Patentees 
were very much diſtreſſed, and conſiderable 
Loſers. Their Affairs being in this deſperate 
Condition, they were advis'd, to put the Act 
af the Twelfth of Queen Aune, againſt Va- 
gabonds, in force, againſt theſe Deſerters, then 
acting in the Hay-Market without Licence. 
Accordingly, one of their chief Performers 
was taken from the Stage, by a juſtice 01 
Peace his Warrant, and committed to Br:d:- 
well as one within the Penalty of the ſaid 
Act. When the Legality of this Commitment 
was diſputed in Weſtmini/ter-Hall, by all 1 
could obſerve, from the learned Pleadings on 
both Sides (for I had the Curioſity to hear 
them) it did not appear to me, that the Co- 
median, ſo committed, was within the De- 
ſcription of the ſaid Act, he being a Houlc- 
keeper, and having a Vote for the W-ſ{mn/ter 
Members of Parliament. He was diſcharged 
accordingly, and conducted through the H., 
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with the Conoratulitions of the Crowds that 
attended, and wiſh'd well to bis Cauſe. 

J he Iſſue of this Trial threw me, at the? 
time, into a very oud Refiexion, g. That if 
acting F L4VS, Without Lie. Nec, did not m ; 
the Performers Vagabonds, unleſs they Wan- 
| dered from their Habitations fo to do, how 
| purticular was the Caſe of Us three late 
Managing Actors, at the Theatre-Roya!, who 
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in twenty Years before bad paid, upon an 
Average, at leaſt Twenty Thouſand Pounds, | 


| to be protected (as Actors) from a Law, that 
| has not ſince appeared to be againſt us. Now, 
whether we might certainly have acted with- 
out any Licence at all, I ſhal! not pretend to 
determine; but this I have, of my own Know- 
ledge, to fay, That in Queen Anne's Reign, 
the Stage was in fuch Confuſion, and its At- 
fairs in ſuch Diſtraſs, that Sir John Fanbrugh, 
and Mr. Compreve, after they had held it a- 
bout one Year, threw up the Munagement of 
it. as an unprofitable Putt, after which, a Li- 
CENCE for AG: K NOY thou. lit Worth any 
Gentlæman's aſh ing for, and almoſt ſcem'd to 
1 il ſome time after, by the | 
Care, Application, and Induſtry of three Ac- 
tors, it became ſo proſperous ; and the Profits 
% confderable, that it created a new Place, 
and 2 S:;ze-cure of a Thouſand Pounds a Year, 
which the Labour of thoſe Actors conſtantly 
paid, to ſuch Perſons as had from time to time, 
Men or Intereſt exouch, to get their Names 
g | inſerted 
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| 

| inſerted as Fourth Managers in a Licence with, 
| them, for acting Plays, Sc. a Preterment, that 
| many a Sir Francis Mrongbead would have 
| jump'd at. But to go on with my Story. 1 Hi, 
| 
| 


Endeavour of the Patcntecs, to ſuppieſs the 


Comedians acting in the Hay- ork t, proving 


* 1 «al a 
ine Then 


ine ffectual, and no Hopes ct ; 
appearing, the Remains ot tlic Company leſt 
in Drury-Larze, were reduced to 2 very low 
Condition. At this time a third Purchaſer, 
CLarles Fleetwood, 19; tept in z 0 jud Zu 
the beſt Time to buy was, when the Stock 
was at the loweſt Price, ſtruck up a Bargain 
at once, for Five Parts in Six of the Patent; 
and, at the ſame time, gave the revolted Co- 
medians their own Terms to return, and come 
under his Government in Drury-Lane, where 
they now continue to act, at very ample Sal- 
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quitted : This enterpriſing Ferſon, I ſay (whom 
| I do not chuſe to name, unlets it ccald be to 
his Advantage, of that it were of Importance) 
had Senſe enough to know, that the beſt Plays, 
with bad Actors, would turn but to a very 

Q 4 poor 


1 


— — —— — — —— — 


Te LIFE of 

Poor Account; and therefore found it necet- 
ſary to give the Publick ſome Picces of an 
extr.ordinary Kind, the Poetry of which he 
conceiv'd ought to be fo ſtrong, that the great 
eſt Dunce of an Actor could not ſpoil it: He 
knew too, that as he was in haſte to get Mo- 
nev, it would take up leſs time to be intrepidly 
abuſire, than decently entertaining; that, to 
draw the Mob after him, he muſt rake the 
Channel, and pelt their Superiors ; that, to 
ſew himſelf ſomebody, he muſt come up 
to ue nals Advice, and ſtand the Confe- 
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Such then, was the mettleſome Mode ſty he {et 
out with; vpon this Principle he produc'd ſe- 
verul frank, and free Farces, that ſcem'd to 
knocxall Diſtinctionsof Mankind on tne Head : 
Religion, Laws, Government, Prieſts, Judges, 
and Miniſters, were all laid flat, at the Feet of 
this Flercul-an Satyriſt! This Drawcanfr in 
Wu, that ſpared neither Friend nor Foe! who, 
to r1i:ke his Poctical t awe immortal, like a- 
nother Ero/tratus, fet Fire to his Stage, by 
Write up to an Act of Parliament to demo- 

r, Tfhall not give the particular Strokes 
of his Ingenuity a Chance to be remem- 
bred, by reciting them; it may be enough to 
av, in general Terms, they were fo openly 
gograpt, that the Wridom of the Legiſlature 
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thought it Ligh time, to take a proper Notice 
of them. 

Having now ihewn, by who 't means therc 
came to be four 'I heatres, befides a Hitch to 
Operas, in London, all open at the ſame time, 
and that while they were ſo numecrons, it was 
evident ſome of them mult have {t:rv'd, un- 
leſs they fed upon the Trath and } th of Buf- 
foonry, and Licentiouſneis ; I now come, as 
1 promis'd, to ſpeak of that neceſſary Law, 
which has reduced their Number, and prevents 
the Repetition of ſuch Abuſcs, in tho that 

emain open, for the publick Recre: tion. 

While this Law was in Debate, a lively Spi- 
rit, and uncommon Eloquence Was s employ' d 
againſt it. It was urg'd, That one of the 
greateſt Goods we can enjoy, is Liberty. (This 
we may grant to be an inconteſtable Truth, 
without its being the leaſt Objection to this 
Law.) It was laid too, That to bring the 
Stage under the Reſtraint of a Licenſer, w 
leading the way to an Attack, upon che Li- 
berty of the Prefs. This amounts but to = 
Tealouſy at beſt, which I hope, and belie: 
all honeſt Engir/omen have as Sek Reaton t- 
think a grot Indies, as to fear, it is a ſuſt Jea- 
louſy: For the Stage, and the Preis, 1 thall 
endeavour to ſhew, are very different Wea- 
pons to wound w ith. If a great Man could 
be no more injured, by being perſenatly rid 
cul'd, or made cont temptible, in a Flay, than 
by the fame Matter only printed, anc 
2zanſt him, in a Pamphlet, or the ſtrongeit 
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Verſe; then indeed the Stage, and the Pret; 
might pretend, to be upon an cqual Foot ot 
Liberty: But When the wide Difference be- 
- . * ** ad 
tween theſe two Liberties comes to be ex- 
plain'd, and contider'd, 1 dare ſay we thall find 


the injuries from one, capable of being ten 


£ 


9 


times more ſevere, and tor midable, than from 
the other: Let us ſee, at leaſt, if the Caſc 
will not be vaſtly alter d. Read what Mr. 
Ceilier, in his Defence of his Short View of 
the Stage, &c. Page 25, lays to this Point; 
he ſets this Difference, in a clear Li: 

heſe are his Words: 

The Satyr of a Comedian, and ancth 
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Poet have a diiterent effect upon Renuta- 
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* The Eye is much more affecting, and ſtrikes 
dec per into the Memory, than the Ear: Be- 
* tides, upon the Stage, both the Senſes are in 
* Conjunction: T he Life of the Actor for- 
* tics the Object, and awakens the Mind to 
te take hold of it. Thus a dramatic Abuſe is 
* nverted, in the Audience; a Jeſt is iaprov'd 


ed, ; 
into Argument, and Raliying grows up in- 
“ to Reaſon: Thus a Charatter of Scandal 
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becomes almoſt indelible ; a Man goes for 
** a Blockhead, upon Centent, and he that is 


* made a Fool in a Plav, is often made one 


for his Life. Tis true, he paſles for tuch 
© only amon? the prejudic'd, and unthinking ; 
but theſc are no inconſiderabie Divinon of 
% Mankind. For thele Reaſons, I humbly 
* conceive, the Stage ſtands in need of a great 
deal of Diiciphne, and Reſtraint: To give 
them an unlimited Range, is in effect to 
** make them Maſters of all moral Diſtinc- 
tions, and to lay Honour and Religion, at 
their Mercy. To ſacw Greatneſs ridiculous, 
is the way to loſe the Uſe, and abate the 
Value of the Quality. Things made little iu 
jett, will ſoon be ſo in earneit; for Laugh- 
ing, and Eſteem, are ſeldom beſtow'd on 
* the ſame Object.” 

It this was Truth, and Reaſon (as ſure it 
was) forty Years ago; will it not carry the 
tame Conviction with it to theſe Days, when 
there came to be a much ſtronger Call for a 
Reformation of the Stage, than when this Au- 
thor wrote againſt it, or perhaps than was ever 
known, fince the Eng/;/ Stage had a Being? 
And now let us aſk another Queſtion ! Does 
not the general Opinion of Mankind ſuppoſe, 
that the Honour, and Reputation of a Mint- 
ſter is, or ought to be, as dear to him, as his 
Life? Yet when the Law, in Queen Anne's 
Time, had made even an unſucceistul Attempt 
upon the Life of a Miniſter, capital, could 
any Reaſon be found, that the Fame, and Ho- 

nour 


cc 


nour of his Character ſhould not be under 
equal Protection? Was the Wound that G 
card gave to the late Lord Oxford, when a 
Miniſter, a greater Injury, than the Theatrical 
Inſult which was offer'd to a later Miniſter, in 
2 more valuable Part, his Character? Was it 
not as high time, then, to take this dangerous 
Weapon of mimical Inſolence, and Defama- 
tion out of the Hands of a mad Poet, as to 
wreſt the Knife from the lifted Hand of a 
Murderer? And is not that Law of a milder 
Nature, which prevents a Crime, than that 
which prun:fhes it, after it is committed? May 
not one think it amazing, that the Liberty ot 
defaming lawtul Power and Dignity, ſhould 
have been ſo eloquently contended for? or 
eſpecially that this Liberty ought to triumph 
in a Theatre, where the moſt able, the moſt 
innocent, and moſt upright Perſon, muſt him- 
ſelf be, while the Wound is given, defence- 
leſs? How long muſt a Man ſo injur'd, lic 
bleeding, before the Pain and Anguiſh of his 
Fame (if it tuffers wrongfully) can be diſ- 
pell'd? Or fav, he had deſerv'd Reproof, and 
publick Accuſation, yet the Weight and Great- 
neſs of his Office, never can deſerve it from a 
publick Stage, where the loweſt Malice by 
lawcy Parallels, and abuſiye Inucndoes, may 
do every thing but name him: But alas! Li- 
berty is io tender, fo chaſte a Virgin, that, it 
jeems, not to 1after her to do irreparable Inju- 
ries, with Impunity, is a Violation of her! It 
cannot iure be a Principle of Liberty, that 
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would turn the Stage into a Court of Enquiry, 
that would let the partial Applaules of a vul- 
gar Audience give Sentence upon the Conduct 
of Authority, and put Impeachments into the 
Mouth of a Harlequin? Will not every im- 
partial Man think, that Malice, Envy, Faction, 
and Mit-rule, might have too much Advantage 
over lawful Power, if the Range of ſuch a 
Stage-Liberty were unlimited, and inſiſted on 
to be enroll'd among the glorious Rights of an 
Engliſh Subject ? 

I remember much ſuch another ancient Li- 
berty, which many of the £90d People of 
England were once extremely fond f; I mean 
that of throwing Squibs, and Crackers, at all 
Spectators without Diſtinction, upon a Lord- 
| Mayor's Day; but about forty Years ago a cer- 
tain Nobleman happening to have one of his 


— ——_ — — —ä—v—ͤ— — — — — 


Eyes burnt out by this mitchievous Merriment, 
| it occaſion'd a penal Law, to prevent thoſe 
| ſorts of ſeſts, from being laugh'd at for the 

| fature: Yet [ have never heard, that the moii 


zealous Patriot ever thought ſuch a Law was 
| the leaſt Reſtraint upon our Liberty. 
| If I am ask'd, why I am fo voluntary a 
| Champion for the Honour of this Law, that 
has limited the Number of Play- Houſes, and 
which now can no  Tonger Concern me, as a 
Profeſſor of the Stage? I reply, that it being a 
| Law, to nearly re! ati: ig to the Theatre, it ſeems 
not at all foreign to my Hiſtory, to have taken 
notice of it; and as I have! tarther Pr [ omited, do 
give the Publ. ck a true Portrait of my Mind, 
I ought 
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I ought fairly to let them fee how far I am, 
or am not a Blockhead, when I pretend to talk 
of ſerious Matters, that may be judg'd ſo far 
above my Capacity: Nor will it in the leaſt 
diſcompoſe me, whether my Obſervations are 
contemn'd, or applauded. A Blockhead is not 
always an unhappy Fellow, and if the World 
will not flatter us, we can flatter ourſelves ; 
perhaps too it will be as difficult to convince 
us, we are in the wrong, as that you wiſer 
Gentlemen are one Tittle the better for your 
Knowledge. It is yet a Queſtion, with me, 
whether we weak Heads have not as much 
Pleaſure too, in giving our ſhallow Reaſon a 
little Exerciſe, as thoſe clearer Brains have, 
that are allow'd to dive into the deepeſt Doubts 
and Myſteries; to reflect, or form a judgment 
upon remarkable things pa/t, is as delighttul to | 
me, as it is to the graveſt Politician to pene- 

trate into what is preſent, or to enter into Spe- | 
culations upon what is, or is not likely to come. | 
Why are Hiſtorics written, if all Men are not | 
to judge of them? Therefore, if my Reader | 
has no more to do, than I have, I have a 


Chance for his being as willing to have a little | 
more upon the ſame Subject, as I am to give | 
it him. 


When direct Arguments againſt this Bill 
were found too weak, Recourſe was had to | 
diſſuaſive ones: It was ſaid, that , Reſtraint 

upon the Stage, wand not remedy the Evil com- 
plain 40%: That a Play refus' d ts be licenſed, 
n, ſtill be printed, with double Advantage, 
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trequently draw intotheir Party the Indifferent, 
or Inappreheniive, whorather, than bet 
= not to underſtand the Conceit, will laugh, 
with the Laughers, and join in the Triumph! 
But alas! the quiet Reader of the tame ingeni- 
ous Matter, can only like for £/c/}; and the 
Poiſon has a much flower Opcration, upon the 
Body of a People, when it is ſo retail'd out, 
| than when ſold to a full Audience by wholeſale. 
the ſingle Reader too may happen to be a ſen- 
ſible, or unprejudiced Perſon; and then the 
merry Doſe meeting with the Antidote of a 
ſound Judgment, perhaps may have no Opera- 

don 
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tion at all: With ſuch a one, the Wit of the 
moſt ingemous Satyr, will only, by its intrin- 
ſick Truth, or Value, gain upon his Approba- . 
tion; or if it be worth an Anſwer, a printe: 
Falihood, may poſſibly be contounded by 
printed Proofs againit it. But againſt Con- 
tempt, and Scandal heighten'd, and colour d 
by the Skill of an Actor, ludicrouſly infuſing 
it into a Multitude, there is no immediate De- 
fence to be made, or equal Reparation to be 
had for it; for it would be put a poor Satisfac- 
tion, at laſt, after lying long patient, under 
the Injury, that Time only i is to ſhew (which 
would probably be the Caſe) that the Author 
of it was a deſperate Indigent, that did it for 
Bread. How much lefs dangerous, or offen- 
five, then, is the written, than the acted Scan- 
dal ? The! Impre eſſion the Comedian p ves to it, 
is a kind of double Stamp upon the Poet's Pa- 
per, that raites it to ten times the intrinſic}: 
Value. Might we not ſtrengthen this Argu- 
ment too, even by the Eloquence, that ſeem d 
% have oppoſed this Law? I will fay for my 
ſelf, at Icait, that when I came to read the 
printed Arguments againtt it, I could ſcarce 
believe they were th I 2 that had amaz 'd, 
and raiſed ſuch Ad miration, in me, w hen 
rey had the Advantage of a lively Elocution, 
nd of that Grace and Spiri it, which gave 
Nrengtn and Luſtre to them, in the Delivery! 
L D031 tac whole; if the Stage ought EVeEL to 
have been reform'd; if to place a Power ſome- 
WET 0 IEelrainng its Immoral! 
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inconſiſtent, with the Libertics of a civiliz'd 
People (neither of which, ſure any moral Man 
of Senſe can diſpute ) might it not have ſhewr 
a Spirit too poorly prejudiced, to have rejected 
ſo rational a Law, only becauſe, the Honour, 
and Office of a Miniſter might ha :ppen, 
ſome ſmall Meaſure, to be protected by it. 

But however little Weight there may be, in 
the Obſervations I have made upon it, I Mall 
for my own Part always think them iſt; un- 
leſs I ſhould live to fee (which I do not exp: Q) 
ſome future Set of upright Miniſters uſe their 
utmoſt Endeavours to repel it. 

And now we have ſeen the Conſequence of 
what many People are apt to contend for, 
Variety of Play-houſes ! How was it pofti ble 
{5 many could honeſtly ſubſiſt, on what was 
fit to be ſeen? Their extraordinary Number, 
of courſe, reduc'd them to l:ve upon the Gra- 
ti fication of ſuch Hearers, as they knew would 
be beſt pleaſed with publick Offence ; and 
publick Offence, of what kind foever, will 
always be a good Reaſon for making Laws, 
to reſtrain it. 

To conclude, let us now conſider this Law, 
in a quite different Light; let us leave the po- 
litical Part of it quite out of the Queſtion ; 
what Advantage could either the Spectators 
of Plays, or the Maſters of Play-houſes have 
gain'd, by its having never been made? How 
could the fame Stock of Plays ſupply four 
Theatres, which (without ſuch additional En- 
tertainments, as a Nation of common Senſe 
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ought to be aſhamed of ) could not well ſup- 
port two? Satiety muſt have been the natu- 
ral Conſequence, of the ſame Plays being 
twice as often repeated, as now they need be; 
and Satiety puts an End to all Taſtes, that 
the Mind of Man can delight in. Had there- 
fore, this Law been made teven Years ago, I 
ſhould not have parted with my Share in the 
Patent, under a thoutand Pounds more, than 
received for it— So that as far as I am able 
to judge, both the Publick, as Spectators, and 
the Patentees, as Undertakers, are, or might 
be, in a way of being better entertain'd, and 
more conſiderable Gainers by it. 

I now return to the State of the Stage, 
where I left it, about the Year 1697, from 
whence this Purſuit of its Immoralities has 
led me farther than I firit deſign'd to kave 
follow'd it, 
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A ſmall Apolagy, for doriting en. The different 
State of the No Companies. Wilks invited 
ver from Dublin. Eſtcourt, from the ſame 
Stage, the Winter following. Mrs. Oldncld's 
firſt Admiſſzon to the Theatre-Royal. Her 
Character. The great Theatre in the Hay- 
Market eit, for Betterton's Company. I. 
anſwers not their Expectation. Some Ob- 
ſervatians upon it, A Theatrical State 
Secret. 


N O W begin to doubt, that the Gayete 
du Caur, in which I firſt undertook 
this Work, may have drawn me, in- 


know how to away with : For thcugh I can- 
not ſay, 1 have vet jaded my Vanity, it is not 
impoſſible but, by this time, the moſt candid 
of my Readers may want a little Breath; eſ- 
pecially, when they conſider, that all this Load, 
1 have heap'd upon their Patience, contains 
but ſeven Years of the forty three I paſs'd up- 
on the Stage; the Hittory of which Period I 
have enjoyn'd myſelf to tranſmit to the Judg- 
ment (or Oblivion) of Poſterity. However, 
even my Dulneſs will find ſomebody to do it 
right; if my Reader is an ill-natur'd one, he 
will be as much pleaſed to find me a Dunce in 
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my old Age, as poſſibly he may have been, 
to prove me a britk Blocklicad, in my Youth : 
But it he has no Gall to gr. tity, nd would 
(for his ſimple Amuſeiucin) os well know, 
how the Play-houtes went on forty Yeus 
ago, as how they do now, I will honellly 
tell him the reſt of my Storv, as well as ! 
can. Leſt therefore the frequent Digreſſions, 
that have broke in, upon it, may have en- 
tangled his Memory, J muſt beg leave, juſt 
to throw together the IIcads of what J have 
already given him, that he may again recover 
the Clue of my Diſcourſe. 

Let him, then, remember, from the Year 
660 to 1684, the various Fortune of the 
(then) King's, and Duke's, two famous Com- 
panics ; their being reduced to one united ; the 


Diſtinct Characters I have given of thirteen, 


Actors, which in the Year 1690 were the moſt 
famous, then, remaining of them; the Cauſe 
of their being again divided in 1695, and the 
Contequences of that Diviſion, till 1697; from 
whence | thall lead them to our Second Union 
in Hold! let me lee——ay, it was in that 
memorable Year, when the two Kingdoms of 
England and Scotland were made one. And 
I remember a Particular that confirms me I 
am right in my Chronology ; for the Play of 
Hamlet being acted toon after, E/{court, who 
then took upon him to ſay any thing, added a 
fourth Line to Shakeſpear's Prologue to the 
Play, in that Play which originally conſiſted 
but of three, but Efcourt made it run thus: 


For 
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For Us, and for cur Tragedy, 

Thus Roping 4% Your Clen , 
[ This being 4 Year of Un nity y,] 
We beg your Hear 11g patiently. 


This new Chronolovical Line coming unex- 
pectedly upon the Audience, was received 
with Applauſe, tho' ſeveral grave Faces look'd 
a little out of Humour at it. However, by 
this Fact, it is plain, our Theatrical Union 
happen'd in 1707, But to {peak of it, in its 
Place, I mult go a little back again. 

From 1697, to this Union, both Companies 
went on, without any memorable Change in 
their Affairs, unleſs it were that Betterton's 
People (however good in their Kind) were moſt 
of them too far advanc'd in Years to mend; 
and tho we, in Drury-Lane, were too young 
to be excellent, we were not too old to be bet- 
ter. But what will not Satiety depreciate ? 
For though I muſt own, _ avow, that in 
our higheſt Proſperity, I always thought we 
were greatly their Interiors ; yet, by our good 
Fortune of being teen in quite new Lights, 
which ſeveral new- written Play: had fhewn 
us in, we now beg in to make a contkerable 
Stand againſt them. One goad new Play, to a 
riſing Company! is of inconceivable Value. In 
Orveus ko (and why may I not name another, 
tho' it be my own ?) in Love's laſt Shift, and 
in the Sequel of it, the Re/ap/e ; ſeveral of our 
People ſhew'd th emſelves in a new Style of 
Acting, in which Nature had not as yet been 
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ſeen. I cannot here forget a Mis fortune that 
befel our Society, about this time, by the loſs 
of a young Actor, Hilachrand Horden, who 
was kill'd at the Bur of the R-/c-Tavtern, in a 
frivolous, raſh, accidental Quarrel; for which 
a late Reſident at Fence, Colonel Burgeſs, and 
ſeveral other Perſons of Diſtinction, took their 
Tryals, and were acquitted. This young Man 
had almoſt every natural Gift, that could pro- 
mule an excellent Actor; he had beſides, a good 
deal of I able-wit, and IIumour, with a hand- 
ſome Perſon, and was cvery Day riſing into 
publick Favour. Ectore he was bury'd, it was 
obſervable, that two or three Days together, ſe- 
venal of the Fair Sex, well dreſs'd came in 
Maſks (then frequently worn) and tome in their 
own Coachcs, to vitit this Theatrical Heroe, in 
his Shrowd. He was the elder Son of Dr. 
Horden Nlinifſter ot Twiczenbam, in Middleſex. 
But this lis fortune was ſoon repair'd, by the 
Return of NL, trom Dublin (who upon this 
young Man's Death, was {ent tor over) and liv'd 
long enough among us to enjoy that Approba- 
tion, from which the other was ſo unhappily 
cut off. The W inter following, Eſecurt, the 
famous Mimick, of whom ] have already ſpo- 
ken, had the ſame Invitation from Feland, 
where he had commenc'd Actor: His frit Part 
here, at the Theatre-Riyza!, was the Sau 
Frier, in which, tho' he bad remenibred eve- 
ry Look and Motion of the late Tory Leigh, 
ſo ſer as to put the Spectator very much in 
mind of him; vet it was vitble through the 

whole, 
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whole, notwithſtanding his Exactneſs in the 
Out-lines, the true Spirit, that was to fill up 
the Figure, was not the fame, but unikiltully 
dawb'd on, like a Child's Painting upon the 
Face of a Met2z5-tints : It was too plain to the 
judicious, that the Conception was not his 
own, but imprinted in his Memory, by an- 
other, of whom he only preſented a dead 
Likeneſs. But theſe were Defects, not ſo ob- 
vious to common Spectators; no wonder, 
therefore, if by his being much ſought after, 
in private Companies, he met with a fort of 
Indulgence, not to ſay Partiality, for what he 
lymetimes did upon the Stage. 

In the Year 1699, Mrs. Oldfield was firſt ta- 
ken into the Houte, where ſhe remain'd about 
a T welvemonth almoſt a Mute, and unheeded, 
till Sir Jabn Vanbrugb, who firſt recommend- 
ed her, gave her the Part of Alinda, in the 
Pilgrim revis'd, This gentle Character, hap- 
pily became that want of Confidence which is 
inſeparable from young Beginners, who, with 
out it, ſeldom arrive to any Excellence: Not- 
withſtanding, I own I was, then, O far de- 
cciv'd in my Opinion of her, that I thought, 
ſhe had little more than her Perſon, that ap- 
pear d neceſſary to the forming a good Actreſs; 
for ſhe ſet out with ſo extraordinary a Ditt- 
dence, that it Kept her too deſpon lingly deen, 
to a formal, plain (not to ſay} flat manner of 
ſpeaking, Nor could the filver Tone of her 
Voice, till after ſome time, incline my Ear to 


any Hope, in her favour, But publick Ap- 
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probation is the warm Weather of a Theatrical 
Plant, which will ſoon bring it forward, to 
whatever Perfection Nature has deſign'd it. 
However Mrs. Olaſiſ (perhaps for want of 
freſh Parts) ſeem'd to come but ſlowly for- 
ward, 'till the Year 1703. Our Company, 
that Summer, acted at the Bath, during the 
Retidence of Queen Anne at that Place. At 
that time it happen'd, that Mrs. Verbruggen, 
by reaton of her laſt Sickneſs (of which ſhe 
{me few Months after, dy'd) was left in Lon- 
den; and though moſt of her Parts were, of 
courſe, to be diipos'd of, yet ſo earneſt was the 
Female Scramble tor them, that only one of 
them fell to the Share of Mrs. Oldfield, that 
of Lecnora, in Sir Courtly Nice; a Character 
of good plain Senſe, but not over elegant] 
written. It was in this Part Mrs. O/dfie/d 
farpris'd me into an Opinion of her having all 
the innate Powers of a good Actreſs, - though 
they were yet, hut in the Bloom of what they 
promis'd. Before the had acted this Part, I 
had ſo cold an Expectation from her Abilities, 
that ſhe could ſcarce prevail with me, to re- 
hearſe with her the Scenes, ſhe was chiefly 
concern'd in, with Sir Courtly, which I then 
cted. However, we ran them over, with a 
mutual Inadvertency of one another. I ſeem'd 
careleſs, as conciuding, that any Aſſiſtance I 
could give her, would be to little, or no pur- 
poſe; and ſhe mutter'd out her Words in a fort 
of mifty manner, at my low Opinion of her. 
But when the Piay came to be acted, ſhe had 
a juſt 
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juſt Occaſion to triumph over the Error of 
my judgment, by the (almoſt) Amazement, 
tnat her unexpected Performance awak'd me 
to; ſo forward, and ſudden a Step into Na- 
ture, I had never ſcen; and what made her 
Pertormance more valuable, was, that I knew 
it all proceeded from her own Underſtand- 
ing, untaught, and unaſſiſted by any one 
more experienc'd Actor, Perhaps it may not 
be unacceptable, if I enlarge a little more up- 
on the Theatrical Character of jo memorable 
an Actreis. 

Though this Part of Leoncgra in itfelf, was 
of ſo little value, that when ſhe got more in- 
to Eſteem, it was one of the ſeveral the gave 
away, to inferior Actreſſes; yet it was the firſt 
(as I have obſerv'd) that corrected my Judg- 
ment of her, and confirm'd me, in a ſtrong Be- 
lief, that ſhe could not fail, in very little time, 
of being what ſhe was afterwards allow'd to 
be, the foremoſt Ornament of our Theatre. 
Upon this unexpected Sally, then, of the 
Power, and Diſpoſition, of ſo unforeſeen an 
Actreſs, it was, that I again took up the two 
firſt Acts of the Careleſs Huſband, which I had 
written the Summer before, and had thrown 
aſide, in deſpair of having Juitice done to the 
Character of Lady Betty Mcdifh, by any one 
Woman, then among us; Mrs. Ferbruggen 
being now in a very declining State of Health, 
and Mrs. Bracegirdle out of my Reach, and 
engag'd in another Company: But, as I have 
ſaid, Mrs. Olafeld having thrown out fuch 

new 
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new Profters of a Genius, I was n:; longer at 
a lots tor Support; my Doubts were diſpell'd. 
and I had row a new Call to frnith it: Ace 
cord lingly, hc C11 ffs ax 771d took its Fate 
pop the Stage, t. 0 V me r following, in 1704. 
Whatever favourable Re ception, this Comedy 
has met with trom the Publick ; it would be 
unjuſt in me, not to . ce a large Share of it 
to the Account of AMirs. C- 2 44 Not only 
trom the uncommo! 7 xcellence of her Ac- 
tion; but even wer her perſonal manner of 
Converſing. There arc many Sentiments in the 
Character of Lady Be, 'ty Mcaiſh, that I may 
a,molt ſay, were originally her own, or only 
dels d with a little more care, than when the: 
negligently tell, from her lively Humour : Had 
her Birth piac d her in a higher Rank of Lite, 
the had certain ly appear'd, in reality, what in 
this Play ſhe only, excellently, acted, an agree- 
ably gay V/oman of Quaiity, a little too con- 
-10us of her natiiral Attractions. 1 have of- 
ten ſeen her, in private Societies, where Wo- 
men 01 * beit Trans might have borrow'd 
ſome part her Behaviour, without the leaſt 
1 umution of their Sente, or Dignity. And 
5 VETY Morning, where I am now writing at 
the + Bo at November 11, 1738, the ſame Words 
were ſail of * by a Lady of Condition, 
whoſe better Jud ment of her Perſonal Merit, 
in that Licht, has embolden'd me to repeat 
them. Atter her Succets, in this Character of 
hizher Lite ; all that Nature had 21ven her of 
tne Actreſs, ſcem'd to have rifen to its full Per- 
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Characters; which, as faſt as they fell to 
91 | 7 } 
1 * 


ſhe equally excell'd in. Authors had much 
more, from her Performance, 
3 


not be known till ſhe was cen, in variety of 
f ] 


than HEY nad 
reaſon to hope for, from w 
ten for her; and none had leſt than another, 
but as their Genius in the Parts tl. y allotted 
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her, was more or leſs elevated. 
In the Wearing of her Perſon, ſhe was 
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any Hint, that ſhe was not able to take, or im- 
prove. With all this Merit, ſhe was tracta- 
ble, and leſs preſuming, in her Station, than 
ſeveral, that had not half her Pretenſions to 
be troubleſome : But ſhe loſt nothing by her 
eaſy Conduct; ſhe had every thing the aſk d, 
which ſhe took care ſhould be always rcafon- 
able, becauſe ſhe hated as much to be grudg'd, 
as deny'd à Civility, Upon her extraordinary 
Action in the Provek'd Huſband, the Managers | 
made her a Preſent of Fifty Guineas more than | 
her Agreement, which never was more than 4 
Verbal one; for they knew ſhe was above de- 
ſerting them, to engage upon any other Stage, 

and ſhe was conſcious, they would never thin: 

it their Intereſt, to give her cauſe of Com- 
plaint. In the laſt two Months of her lines, 

| when ſhe was no longer able to affiſt them, 

ſhe declin'd received her Sallary, tho' by her 
Agreement, ſhe was entitled to it. Upon the 
whole, ſhe was, to the laſt Scene ſhe acted, the | 
Delight of her Spectators: Why then may 
we not cloſe her Character, with the ſame 
Indulgence with which Horace ſpeaks of a 
commendable Poem : 


Ub: plura nitent nan ego paucts 
Offendor maculis 


Where in the whole, ſuch various Beauties ſhine, 
'Twere idle, upon Errors, to refine. | 


What more might be ſaid of her as an Actreſs, 


may 
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may be found in the Preface to the Præua d 
Huſtand, to which I rcter the Keader. 
With the Acquiſition, then, cf fo advenc'd 
a Comedian as Mrs. Ollie, and the Addi- 
tion of one ſo much in Favour as His, and 
by the vitible Improvement of our other Ac- 
tors as Penletbman, fobnſon, Erilicck, and I 
think I may venture to name myſelf in the 
Number (but, in what Rank, I icave to the 
Judgment of thoſe who have been my Specta- 
tors) the Reputation of our Company began 
to get ground; Mrs. Ol/apeld, and Mr. Mils, 
by their frequently playing againſt one another, 
in our beſt Comedies, very happily ſupported 
that Humour, and Vivacity, which 1s to pe- 
culiar to our Exgliſſi Stage. The French, our 
only modern Competitors, teldom give us the! 
Lovers in ſuch various Lights: In their Co- 
medics (however lively a People they are by 
nature) their Lovers are generally conſtant, 
hnple Sighers, both of a Mind, and equaily 
dittreſs'd, about the Difficulties ot their com- 
ing together ; which naturally makes their 
Converſation ſo ſerious, that they are ſeldom 
good Company to their Auditors: And tho' 
I allow them many other Beauties, of which 
we arc too negligent ; yet our Variety of Hu- 
mour has Excellencies that all their valuable 
Obfervance of Rules have never yet attain'd to, 
By theſe Advantages, then, we began to have 
an equal Share of the politer ſort of Spectators, 
who, for ſeveral Years, could not allow our 
Company to ſtand in any compariſon, mw 
I the 
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the other. But Theatrical Favour, like Pub- 
lick Commerce, will ſometimes deccive the 
beſt Judgments, by an unaccountable change 
of its Channel; the beſt Commoditics are not 
always known to mect with the beſt Markets. 
To this Decline of the Old Company, many 
Accidents might contribute; as the too diſtant 
Sitnation of their Theatre; or their want of 
a better, for it was not, then in the condi- 
tion it now is; but ſmall, and poorly fitted up, 
within the Walls of a Tennis Qzeree Court, 
which is of the leſſer fort. Becth, who was 
then a young Actor, among them, has often 
told me of the Difficulties Betterton, then, la- 
bour'd under, and complain'd of: How im- 
practicable he found it, to keep their Body to 
that common Order, which was neceſſary for 
their Support; of their relying too much upon 
their intrinſick Merit; and though but few of 
them were young, even when they firſt be- 
came their own Maſters, yet they were all 
now, ten Years older, and conſequently more 
liable to fall into an inactive Negligence, or 
were only ſeparately diligent, for themſelves, 
in the ſole Regard of their Bene ſit- Plays; which 
zveral of their Principale, knew, at worſt, 


b 5 | 2 b 
would rate them Contributions, that would 
more than tolcrably ſuhſiſt then, tor the cur- 
rent Year. But as thelc were 00 precarious 
Expedients, to be always depended upon, and 
brought in nothing to the ral Support 
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ot the Numbers, who were at Sallarics under 
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foreign Novelties; L' Abbec, Palm, and Made- 
moiſelle Sub/zTny, three of the, then, moſt 


* 


famous Dancers of the 7rexch Opera, were 
at ſeveral times, brought over at extraordi- 
nary Rates, to revive that fickly Appetite 
which plain Senſe, and Nature had {.tiatcd. 
But alas! there was no recovering to a found 
Conſtitution, by thoſe mere coſtly Cordials; the 
Novelty of a Dance was but of a ſhort Dura- 
tion, and perhaps hurtful, in its conſequence ; 
for it made a Play without a Dance, luis en- 
dur'd than it had been before, when ſuch 
Dancing was not to be had. But perhaps, 
their exhibiting theſe Novelties, might be o- 
ing to the Succeſs we had met with, in our 
more barbarous introducing of French é Mi— 
micks, and Tumblers, the Year before; of 
which Mr. Rowe, thus complains in his Pro- 


J 


logue to one of his firſt Plays: 
Muft Shakeſpear, Fletcher, and labgricus Ben, 


Be left for Scaramouch, au. 


4 
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While the Crowd, therefore, fo fuctuated, 
from one Houſe, to another, as their Eyes 
were more, or leis regaled, than their Ears, 
it could not be a Queition much in Debate, 
which had the better Actors; the Merit of 
either, ſeem'd to be of little moment; and 
the Complaint in the foregoing Lines, tho' it 
might be juſt, for a time, could not be a juſt 
one for ever ; becauſe the beſt Play that ever 
was writ, may tire by being too often repeated, 


a Mistortune naturaily attending the Obliga- 
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tion, to play every Day; not that whenever 
fuch Satiety commences, it will be any Proof 
of the Play's being a bad one, or of its being 
ill acted. Ina word, Satiety is, ſeldom enough 
confider'd, by cither Criticks, Spectators, or 
Actors, as the true, not to ſay juſt Cauſe of 
declining Audiences, to the moſt rational En- 
tertainments: And tho' I cannot ſay, I ever 
ſaw a good new Play, not attended with due 
Encouragement, yet to keep a Theatre daily 
open, without ſometimes giving the Publick 
a bad old one, is more than, I doubt, the 
Wit of human Writers, or Excellence of Ac- 
tors, will ever be able to accompliſh. And, 
as both Authors, and Comedians, may have 
often ſucceeded, where a ſound Judgment 
would have condemn'd them, it might puzzle 
the niceſt Critick living, to prove in what 
ſort of Excellence, the true Value of either 
conſiſted : For, if their Merit were to be mea- 
ſur'd by the full Houſes, they may have 
brought; if the Judgment of the Crowd were 
infallible; I am afraid we ſhall he reduc'd to 
allow, that the Beggar's Opera was the beſt- 
written Play, and Sir Harry Wildair (as Wilks 
play'd it) was the beſt acted Part, that ever 
our Engliſh Theatre had to boaſt of. That 
Critick indeed, muſt be rigid, to a Folly, that 
would deny either of them, their due Praiſe, 
when they ſeverally drew ſuch Numbers after 
them; all their Hearers could not be miſtaken ; 
and yet if they were all in the right, what 


fort of Fame will remain to thoſe celebrated 
Authors, 
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Authors, and Actors, that had ſo long, and 
deſervedly been admired, before theſe were 
in Being. The only Diſtinction I ſhall make 
hetween them is, That to write, or act, like 
the Authors, or Actors, of the latter end of the 
laſt Century, I am of Opinion, will be found 
a far better Pretence to Succeſs, than to imitate 
theſe who have been fo crowded to, in the be- 
inning of this. All I would inter from this 
Explanation, is, that tho' we had, then, the 
better Audiences, and might have more of the 
young World on our Side; yet this was no 
ſure Proof, that the other Company were not, 
in the Truth of Action, greatiy our Superiors. 
"Theſe elder Actors, then, beſides the Diſad- 
vantages I have mention'd, having only the 
fewer, true Judges to admire them, naturally 
wanted the Support of the Crowd, whole 
Taſte was to be pleaſed at a cheaper Rate, and 
with coarſer Fare. To recover them there- 
fore, to their due Eſtimation, a new Project 
was form'd, of building them a ſtately Thea- 
tre, in the Hay-Market, by Sir John Vanbrugh, 
for which he raiſed a Subſcription of thirty 
Perſons of Quality, at one hundred Pounds 
each, in Conſideration whereof every Subſcri- 
ber, for his own Life, was to be admitted, to 
whatever Entertainments ſhould be publickly 
perform'd there, without farther Payment for 
his Entrance. Of this Theatre, I ſaw the firſt 
Stone laid, on which was inſcrib'd The little 


Whig, in Honour to a Lady of extraordinary 
a Beauty, 
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Beauty, then the celebrated Toaſt, and Pride 
of that Party. 

In the Year 1706, when this Houſe was 
finiſh'd, Betterton, and his Co- partners diſ- 
ſolved their own Agreement, and threw them- 
ſelves under the Direction of Sir Jahn Van- 
brugh, and Mr. Congreve ; imagining, perhaps, 
that the Conduct of two ſuch eminent Au- 
thors, might give a more proſperous Turn to 
their Condition ; that the Plays, it would, 
now, be their Intereſt, to write for them, 
would ſoon recover the Town to a true Taſte, 
and be an Advantage, that no other Company 
could hope for; that in the Interim till ſuch 
Plays could be written, the Grandeur of their 
Houſe, as it was a new Spectacle, might al- 
lure the Crowd to ſupport them: But if theſe 
were their Views, we ſhall ſee, that their De- 
pendence upon them, was too ſanguine. As 
to their Proſpect ofœew Plays, I doubt it was 
not enough conſider'd, that good ones were 
Plants of a flow Growth; and tho' Sir John 
Vanbrugh had a very quick Pen, yet Mr. Con- 
greve was too judicious a Writer, to let an 
thing come haſtily out of |his Hands: As to 
their other Dependence, the Houſe, they had 
not yet diſcover'd, that almoſt every proper 
Quality, and Convenience of a good Theatre 
had been ſacrificed, or neglected, to ſhew the 
Spectator a vaſt, triumphal Piece of Architec- 
ture! And that the beſt Play, for the Reaſons 
am going to offer, could not but be under 
great Diſadvantages, and be leſs capo ble of de- 
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lighting the Auditor, here, than it could have 


been in the plain Theatre they came jrom, 
For what could their vait Colin the! 
gilded Cornices, their uinmoderate high Routs 


— 
= * * 


avail, when ſcarce one Word in ten, could be 
diſtinctiy heard in it? Nor had it, then, th 

Form, it now ſtands in, which Neccſſity, two 
or three Years after, reduced it to: At the arit 
opening it, the flat Ceiling, that is now over 
the Orcheſtre, was then a Semi- oval Arch, 
that ſprung fifteen Feet higher from above the 
Cornice: The Cciling over the Pit too, was 
{till more raitcd, being one level Line from 
the higheſt back part of the upper Gallery, 
to the Front of the Stage: The Front- boxes 
were a continued Semicircle, to the bare Walls 
of the Houſe on each Side: This extraordinary, 


. D a * « 


p * 1 ( 1 % . x x 17 % 9 5 
and ſuperfluous Space occation'd ſuch an Un- 


dulation, fromm the Voice of e Actor, that 
generally what they ſaid tounded like the Gab- 
bling of to many People, in the lofty ies in 4 
Cathedral—The Tone oa Trumpet, or the 


Swell of an Eunuch's holding Note, tis true, 
might be ſwecten' d by it; but the articulate 
Sounds of a ſpcaking Voice were grown'd, by 
the hollow Reverberations of one Word up; 
another. To this Inconvenience, why may 
we not add that of its Situation; for at that 
time it had not the Advani ge Ol lmoſt a la: 28 
City, which has tince been built, in its Ncigh- 
bourhood : Thoie coitly Spaces of Zergwc yr, 
Groſvenor, and Caivendi/ Squares, with the 


many, and great adjacent Streets about them, 
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were then all but ſo many green Fields of Pa- 
ſture, from whence they could draw little, or 
no Suſtenance, unleſs it were that of a Milk- 
Diet. The City, the Inns of Court, and the 
middle Part of the Town, which were the 
moſt conſtant Support of a Theatre, and chiefly 
to be relied on, were now too far, out of the 
Reach of an eaſy Walk; and Coach-hire is 
often too hard a Tax, upon the Pit, and Gal- 
lery. But from the vaſt Increaſe of the Buiid- 
ings I have mention'd, the Situation of that 
Theatre has fince that Time received conhider- 
able Advantages; a new World of People of 
Condition are nearer to it, than formerly, and 
I am: of Opinion, that if the auditory Part 
were a little more reduced to the Model of 
that in Drury-Lanc, an excellent Company of 
Actors would, now, find a better Account in 
it, than in any other Houle in this populous 
City: Let me not be miſtaken, I ſay, an ex- 
cellent Company, and ſuch as might be able 
to do Juſtice to the beſt of Plays, and throw 
out thoſe latent Beauties in them, which only 
excellent Actors can diſcover, and give Lite to. 
If ſuch a Company were now there, they 
would meet with a quite difterent Set of Au- 
ditors, than other Theatres have lately been 
uſed to: Polite Hearers would be content with 
polite Entertainments; and I remember the 
time, when Plays, without the Aid of Farce, 
or Pantomime, were as decently attended as 
Opera's, or private Aſſemblies, where a noiſy 
Sloven would have paſt his time as uneaſily, in a 

Front- 
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Vront-box, as in a Drawing-room; when a 
Hat upon a Man's Head there would have 
been look'd upon, as a ſure Mark of a Brute, 
or a Booby ; But of all this I have ſeen too, 
the Reverſe, where in the P'reſence of Ladies, 
at a Play, common Civility has bcen fet at de- 
fiance, and the Privilege of being a rude Clown, 
even to a Nuſance, has, in a manner been de- 
manded, as one of the Rights of EH Li- 
berty : Now, though I grant, that Liberty is 
ſo precious a Jewel, that we ought not to ſuf- 
fer the leaſt Ray of its Luſtre, to be dimi- 
niſh'd; yet methinks the Liberty of ſceing a 
Play, in quiet, has as laudable a Claim to Pro- 
tection, as the Privilege of not ſuffering you to 
do it, has to Impunity. But fince we are to 
happy, as not to have a certain Power among 
us, which, in another Country, is call'd the 
Police, let us rather bear this Inſult, than buy 
its Remedy at too dear a Rate; and let it be 
the Puniſhment of ſuch wrong-headed Sava- 
ges, that they never will, or can know the 
true Value of that Liberty, which they to 
ſtupidly abuſe : Such vulgar Minds poſſeſs 
their Liberty, as protligate Huſbands do fine 
Wives, only to diſgrace them. In a Word, 


when Liberty boils over, ſuch is the Scum ot 


it.. But to our new erected Theatre. 

Not long before this 'i une, the Talian 
Opera began firſt to ſteal into England ; but in 
as rude a diſguiſe, and unlike ittelt, as poſſible; 
in a lame, hobling Tranſlation, into our own 
Language, with falſe Quantities, or Metre out 
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ot Meaſure, to its original Notes, ſung by our 
Own unſkilful Voices, with Graces milap ply qd 
to almoſt every Sentiment, and with Action, 
lifeleſs and unmcaning, through every Cha- 
racter : The firſt Talian Performer, that made 
any diſtinguiſh'd Figure in it, was Valentini, 
a true ſenſible Singer, at that time, but of a 
wo too weak, to ſuſtain thoſe melodious 
Warblings, for which the fairer Sex have ſince 
idoliz'd his Succeſſors. However, this Defect 
was ſo well ſupply'd by his Action, that his 
Hezarers bore with the Abſurdity of his ſing- 
ing his firſt Part of Turnus in C7 nia, all in 
Italian, while every other Character was ſung 
and recited to him in Erg/;/b, This I have 
mention'd to ſhew not only our 'Tramontane 
Taſte, but that the crowded Audiences, which 
follow'd it to Dr#rv-Lane, might be another 
Occaſion of their orc wing thinner in Lincolns- 

Tr1n:- Fic! 6 2 

To ſtrike in, therefore, ig this prevailing 
Novelty, Sir Tn Fanbrugh, and Mr. Con- 
greve, open'd their new Heay- Market Theatre, 
with a tranſlated Op cra, to [talian Muſick, cal- 
led the Triumph of Love, but this not having 
in it, the Charms of Camilla, either from the 
Incquality of the Muſick, or Voices, had but 
a cold Reception, being perform'd but threc 
Days, and thoſe not crowded. Immediately, 
upon the Failure of this Opera, Sir John Van- 
brugh produced his Comedy call'd the Confe- 
deracy, taken (but greatly improv'd) from the 
Bcurgcias a la mode of Dancour : Though the 
Fate 
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Fate of this Play was ſomething better, yet 
[| thought it was not equal to its Merit: For 
it is written with an uncommon Vein of Wit 
and Humour ; which confirms me, in my for- 
mer Obſcrvation, that the Difficulty of hear- 
ing dittinctly in that, then wide Theatre, was 
no ſmall Impediment to the Applauſe, that 
might have followed the ſame Actors in it, 
upon every other Stage; and indeed every 
Play acted there, before the Houſe was alter'd, 
ſeemed to ſuffer from the ſame Inconvenience : 
In a Word, the Proſpect of Profits, from this 
Theatre was ſo very barren, that Mr. Congreve, 
in a few Months, gave up his Share and In- 
tereſt in the Government of it, wholly to Sir 
Jobn Vanbrugh. But Sir Jahn being ſole Pro- 
prietor of the Houſe was at all Events, oblig'd 
to do his utmoſt to ſupport it. As he had a 
happier Talent of throwing the Exgliſh Spirit 
into his Tranſlation of French Plays, than any 
tormer Author, who had borrowed from them, 
he, in the ſame Seaſon, gave the Publick three 
more of that kind, call'd the Cucksld in Con- 
ceit ; from the Cocu imaginaire of Maliere; 
Squire Trelowby, from his Monſieur de Pour- 
ceaugnac, and the Miſtate, from the D'eprt 
Amoureux of the ſame Author. Yet all theſe, 
however well executed, came to the Ear in 
the ſame undiſtinguiſh'd Utterance, by which 
almoſt all their Plays had equally {uffer'd : For, 
what few could plainly hear, it was not likely 
a great many could applaud. 
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It muſt farther be confider'd too, that this 
Company were not now, what they had been, 
when they firſt revolted from the Patentees in 
Drury-Lane, and became their own Maſters 
in Lincolns-Inn- Fields. Several of them, en- 
cellent in their different Talents, were n = 
dead; as Smith, Kynaſton, Sandfor d, and Le: 
Mrs. Betterton, and Underhil being, at 8 
time, alſo ſuperann: rated Penſioners, whoſe 
Places were generally but ill ſupply” d: Nor 
could it be expected that Betterton himſelt, 
at paſt ſeventy, could retain his former Force, 
and Spirit; though he was yet far diſtant from 
any Competitor. Thus then were theſe Re- 
mains of the beſt Set of Actors, that I be- 
lieve were ever known, at once in England, 
by Time, Death, and the Saticty of their 
Hearers mould' ring to decay. 

It was, now, the Town-talk, that nothing 
but a Unios of the two Companies, could re- 
cover the Stage, to its former Reputation, 
which Opinion was certainly true : One would 
have thought too, that the Patentee of Drury- 
Lane could not have fail'd to cloſe with it, 
he being, then, on the Proſperous Side of the 
Queſtion, having no Reliet to atk for him- 
ſelf, and little more to do in the matter, than 
to conſider what he might ſafely grant: — 
it ſeems this was not his way of counting 
he had other Perſons, who had great Claims 
to Shares in the Profits of this Stage, which 
Profits, by a Union, he foreſaw would be too 
viſible, to be doubted of, and might raiſe up a 
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new Spirit, in thoſe Adventurers, to revive their 
Suits at Law with him; for he had led them 
a Chace in Chancery ſeveral Years, and when 
they had driven him, into a Contempt of that 
Court, he conjur'd up a Spirit, in the Shape 
of Six and eight Pence a-day, that conſtantly 
itruck the Tipſtatt blind, whenever he came 
near him : He knew the intrinfick Value of 
Delay, and was reſolv'd to ſtick to it, as the 
ſureſt way to give the Plaintiffs enough on't. 
And by this Expedient our good Maſter had 
long walk'd about, at his Leiſure, cool, and 
contented, as a Fox, when the Hounds were 
drawn off, and gone home from him. But 
whether I am right, or not in my Conjectures, 
certain it is, that this cloſe Maſter of Dr ury- 
Lane, had no Inclination to a Union, as will 
appear by the Sequel. 

Sir John Vanbrugh knew too, that to make a 
Union worth his while, he muſt not ſeem too 
haſty for it, he therefore found himſelf under 
a Neceſſity, in the mean time, of letting his 
whole Theatrical Farm to tome induttrious 
Tenant, that might put it into better Conditi- 
on. This is that Criſis, as I obſerved, in the 
Eighth Chapter, when the Royal Licence, for 
acting Plays, &c. was judg'd of ſo little Value, 
as not to have one Suiter for it. At this time 
then, the Maſter of Drury-Lene happen'd 
to dave a ſort of primier Agent, in his Stage- 
Affairs, that ſeem'd in Appearance as much 
to govern the Maſter, as the Matter himſelt did 
to govern his Actors: But this Per ton was un- 
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der no Stipulation, or Sallary, for the Service 
he render'd ; but h. d gradually wrougl.t him- 
felt into the Master's e extraordinary Confidence 
and Truſt, from an habitual Intimacy, a cheer- 
tul Humour, and an indefatigable Zeal for his 
Intereſt. If 1 ſhould farther lay, that this Per- 
fon has been well known in almoſt every V\le- 
tropolis, in Eurepe; that few private Men 
have, with ſo little Reproach, run through 
more various Turns of Fortune; that, on the 
wrong fide of Three-ſcore, he hes yet the open 
Spirit © fa hale young F cllow of five and twen- 
ty; that though he Nill chuſes to ſpeak what 
he thinks, to his beſt Friends, with an undiſ- 
guis'd Freedom, he is, notwithſtanding g accep- 
table to many Perſons of the firſt Rank, and 
Condition ; that any one of them (provided he 
likes them) may now ſend him, for their Ser- 
vice, to Cenflantinople, at half a Day's Warn- 
ng; that Time has not, yet, been able to make 
a a viſible Change in any Part of him, but the Co- 
lour of his Hur, from a fierce coal-black, to 
that of a milder milk-white : When I have ta- 
ken this Liberty with him, methinks it cannot 
be taking a much greater, if I at once ſhould 
tell you, th t this 1 _ n was Mr. Owen ST1ney, 
and that it was to him Sir Jahn Vanbrugh, in 
this Exigence of his Theatrical Affairs, made 
an Offer of hi Attors, under ſuch Agreements 
of Sallary, as might be made with them; and 
of his Houſe, Cloaths, and Scenes, with the 
Queen's Licenſe to employ them, upon Pay- 
ment of Ge the caſual Rent of five Pounds, 
upon 
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upon every. acting Day, and not to exceed 70c /. 
in the Year. Of this Propoſal, Mr. en 
deſir'd a Day or two, to conſider; for how- 
ever he might like it, he would not meddle in 
any fort, without the Conſent, and Approba- 
tion of his Friend, and Patron, the Maſter of 
Drury Lane. Having given the Reaſons why 
this Patentee was averſe to a U mon, it may 
now ſeem leſs a Wonder, why he immediate- 
ly conſented that SwWwriney ſhould take the Hax- 
Market Houſe, Ec. and continue that Compa- 
ny to act againſt him ; but the real Truth was, 
that he had a mind both Compani ies ſhould be 
clandeſtinely under one and the fame Intercit; 
and yet in ſo looſe a manner, that he might de- 
clare his Verbal Agreement with S$7:mey good, 
or null, and void, as he might beſt find his 
Account in either. What f1tter'd him, that 
he had this wholſom Project, and Swincy to 
execute it, both in his e was, that, a: 
this time, Sun, happen'd to ſtand in his 
Books, Debtor to Caſh, upwards of Two Hun- 
dred Pounds : But have. we ſhall tind, he 
over-rated his Security. However, Swiney as 
yet follow'd his Orders; he took the 72 * 
Market Theatre, and had farther, the private 
Conſent of the Patentee, to take ſuch of his 
Actors from Drury-Lane, as either from In- 
clination, or Diſcontent, might be willing to 
come over to him, in the Hay- Market. The 
only one he made an Exception of, was myſelf: 
For tho he chiefly depended upon his Singers, 
and Dancers, he ſaid, it would be necctlary to 
keep 
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keep ſome one tolerable Actor with him, that 
might enable him to ſet thoſe Machines a 
going. Under this Limitation, of not enter- 
taining me, Swney leem'd to acquieſe, till 
after he had open'd, with the fo recruited 
Company, in the Hey. Market : the Actors 
that came to him from Drury- Lane, were 
Mills, Eftcourt, Mills, Keen, oh ſon, Bul- 
lock, Mrs. Oldfield, Mrs. Rogers, and ſome few 
others of leſs note: But J muſt here let you 
know, that this Project was form'd, and put 
in Execution. all in very few Days, in the 
Summer-Seafon, when no Theatre was open. 
To all which I was entirely a Stranger, being 
at this time at a Gentleman's Houſe in GA 
ceſterſtire, ſeribbling, if 1 miſtake not, the 
Wife's Reſentment. 

The firit Word I heard of this Tranſaction, 
was by a Letter from Swwney, inviting me to 
make One in the Hav- Market Company, 
whom he hop'd I could not but now think 
= ſtronger Party. But, I confeſs, I was not a 
little alarm 'd, at this Revolution : For I con- 
rk d, that | knew of no viſible Fund to ſup- 
port theſe Actors, but their own . Induttry ; 
that all his Recruits from Drury-Lane would 
want new Cloathing ; and that the warmeſt 
Induſtry would be always labouring up Hill, 
under ſo neceffary an Expence, o bad a Situ- 
ation, and fo inconvenient a Theatre. I was 
always of opinion too, that in changing Sides, 
in moſt Conditions, there generally were diſ- 
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viiible Advantages; and that at worſt, there 
would always ſome tort of Merit remain with 
Fidelity, tho' unſucceſsful. Upon thcle Con- 
ſiderations, I was only thankful tor the Otters 
made me, from the Hay-Market, without ac- 
cepting them ; and ſoon after came to Town 
towards the uſual time of their beginning to 
act, to offer my Service to our old Maſter. But 
found our Company ſo thinn'd, that it was 
almoſt impracticable, to bring any one tolera- 
ble Play upon the Stage. When I aſk'd him, 
where were his Actors, and in what manner 
he intended to proceed? he reply'd, Don't you 
trouble yourſelf, come along, and I'll eto you. 
He then led me about all the By-places in the 
Houſe, and ſhew'd me fifty little Back-doors, 
dark Cloſets, and narrow Paſſages ; in Altera- 
tions and Contrivances of which kind he had 
buſied his Head, moſt part of the Vacation; 
for he was ſcarce ever, without ſome notable 
Joyner, or a Bricklayer extraordinary, in pay, 
tor twenty Years. And there are ſo many odd 
obſcure Places about a Theatre, that his Ge- 
nius in Nook-building was never out of Em- 
ployment ; nor could the moſt vain-headed 
Author, be more deaf to an Interruption in 
reciting his Works, than our wiſe Maſter was, 
while entertaining me with the Improvements 
he had made in his inviſible Architecture; all 
which, without thinking any one Part of it 
neceſſary ; tho' I ſeem'd to approve, I could 
not help, now and then, breaking in, upon 
his Delight, with the impertinent — of 

| — 


270 The LIFE of 


— But, Maſter, obere are your Adlers? But 

it Dem I had ben a wrong time ſor this ſort 

of Enquiry ; his Head was full of Matters of 
more moment (and, as you find) I was to come 
another time for an Anſwer : A very hopetul 
Condition I found myſelf in, under the Con- 
duct of ſo profound a Vertuoſo, and fo conſi- 
derate a Maſter ! But, to ſpeak of him ſeri- 
ouſly, and to account for this Diſregard to his 
Actors, his Notion was, that Singing, and 
Dancing, or any ſort of Exotick Entertain- 
ments, would make an ordinary * any of 
Actors too hard, for the beſt Set, who had 
only plain Plays to ſubſiſt on. Mok though 
I am afraid too much might be ſaid, in favour 
of this Opinion, vet I thought he laid more 
Streſs upon that tort of Merit, than it would 
bear; as I therefore found myſelf of ſo little 
Value with him, I could not help ſetting a 
little more upon myſelf, and was refolv 'd to 
come to a ſhort Explanation with him. I told 
him, I came to ſerve him, at a time, when 
many of his beſt Actors had deſerted him; 
that he might now have the Refuſal of me; but 
could not afford to carry the Compliment to 
far, as to leſſen my Income by it; that I there- 
fore expected, either my caſual Pay to be ad- 
vanced, or the Payment of my former Sallary 
made certain, for, as many Days, as we had 
acted the Year before.—No, he was not wil- 
ling to alter his former Method ; but I might 
chuſe whatever Parts I had a mind to act, ot 
theirs who had left him. When l found him, 
[ 45 
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as I thought, fo inſenſible, or impregnable, I 
look'd gravely i in his Face, and told him He 
knew . what Terms, 1 was willing to ſerve 

him; and took my leave. By this time, the 
— Mar bee Company B. F begun acting, to 
Audiences ſomething better than uſual, and 
were all paid their full S — a Bleſſing they 
had not felt, in ſome Years, in either Houſe 
before. Upon this Succeſs, Sine prei<'d the 
Patentee to execute the Articles they had as 
yet only verbally agreed on, which were in 


SubP! ce, That Swiney ſhould take the # y- 
Ma, let Houſe in his own Name, and won 


what Actors he thought necefiary from Drury 
Lane, and after all Payments pun: cu ily made, 
the Profits ſhould be equally divided hetwee: 
theſe two Undertakers, But fott, and fair! 
Raſhneſs was a Fault, that had never yet been 
imputed to the Patentee ; certain Favments 
were Methods he had not of a long, long time 
been us'd to; that Point ſtill wanted time tor 
Conſideration. But Swiney was es huts 
the other was ſlow, and was retulv'd to know 
what he had to truſt to, before they parted 
and to keep him the cloſcr, to Br Bargain, 
he ſtood upon his Right of hs Ve added 
to that Company, it I was wi [lin g to came in- 
to it. But this was a Point as abtolutely re- 
fus'd on one fide, as inſiſted on, on the other. 
In this Conteſt, high Words were exchang'd 
on both ſides, till, in the End, this their luſt 
private Mceting came to an open Rupture: 
But before it Vi "as public: xly NOV, S 0102 IJ, 
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by fairly letting me into the whole Tranſac- 
tion, took effectual means to ſecure me in his 
Intereſt. When the Myſtery of the Paten- 
tee's Indifference to me was unfolded, and that 
his {lighting me, was owing to the Security 
he rely'd on, of Steiney's not daring to engage 
me, I cents have no further Debate with my 
ſelf, which fide of the Queſtion I ſhould ad- 
here to. To conclude, I agreed, in two Words, 
to act with Swrnev; and trom this time, every 
Change that happen' d in the Theatrical Go- 
vernment, was a nearer Step to that twenty 
Years of Proſperity, which Actors, under the 
Menagement of Actors, not long afterwards, 
enjoy 'd. What was the immediate Conſe- 
uence of this laſt Deſertioa from Drury- 


Lane, ſhall be the Subject of another Chapter, 
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The recruited Ars, in the Hav-Market, en- 
courag'd by a Subleri 7:n., Drury-Lane 
diy a particular Management, The ener 
of a Lord-Chamberlain, cer the Theatres, 
conſider d. How it had been formerly excr- 
cis d. A Deigreſſion to Trovick Authors. 


AVING ſhewn the pa articular Con- 

duct of the Patentee, in netting ſo 
fair an Opportunity of fecuring to uimſelf 
both Companies, under his fole Pow er, and 
Intereſt ; I ſhall now lead the Reader, after 
a ſhort View of what paſs'd in this new 
Eſtabliſhment of the Hay- Market Theatre, 
to the Accidents, that the Year following, 
compell'd the fame Patentce, to receive both 
Companies, united, into the Drury-Lane 
Theatre, notwithſtanding his Diſinclination to 
it. 

It may, now, be imagin d, that ſuch a De- 
tachment of Actors from Drary -Lane, could 
not but give a new Spirit to thoſe in the {2 av. 
Market ; not only by enabling them to act 
each others Plays to better Advantage but by 
an emulous Induſtry, which had lain too lony 
inactive among them. and without which th ev 
plainly fav, they could not be fure of Subſiſ- 
tance, Plavs, by this means, began to recover 
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11carins, may be aid to have bury'd half the 


Auditors Entertainment. 'This Defect 1ttem'd 
evident, trom the much better Reception ſe- 
veral new Plays (firit acted there) met with 
when they afterwards came to be piay'd by the 
lame Actors, in Drury-Lan? : Of this Number 
were the S?ratogem, and the Wife's R. enen . 
to which I may add, the Double Gallant, This 
laſt was a Play made up of what little was to- 
Icrable, in two, cr three others, that had no 
Oucce!s, and were laid aſide, as fo much Pce- 
tical Lumber ; but by collecting and adantins 
the bett Parts of them all. into onc Play, the 
7 % | 


} FF, = 19 " ; | 75 T3t.. „ „ WW 3: 4 - 
F, *+& 5 # 4 Gallen 1 14. 15 1106 "vs i Ce, 4 N * ter, 


8 4 (4 ! * 1 g 1 1 % , «1, WE 
. 1 , - . . * + + * * 1 , 
1 10 ne 4 £ 6 * Entertainn: + * » di its wo 
if th * * = N | y 7 1 N : . 2 I ” . P 
1 NTTY LI CArSs. 3 IV ne Miprek © 
- + 
ti) Lie 8 ' it 11 Wr a. 
1113 Je. _ 4 * . 'll I 111 1115 ei 


5 Ss 4 "Ny 1 1 
Name ; | a Hand in it, could 
been often treated 
| unt: Not that I 
| an right io complain, of what- 


0 | | Merit of that fort 


hk ot [ ves? ] | * 
( — ern — * ro IC 


LL. wats 


a4 
Lad = * . - . 
17 | $f” Ne o 
SS T% &4 wS * I 4 4 
7 8 * Lg 
* : 1 4 
- * . _ 
* 
* ho ' 4 1 # 2 % X 
{ o i, * . 4 
15 1 ** I r? a L x 
. - . — * 
' 4 7 X 
Ws : 137 bl 711171 
. . 
"=. o * 0 
V\ 14 — ;Ee Y 
— * « 
4* © - = * 4 — % 
nel o 1 , ' 4 + 
Vainr wc 4 INS A. 
4 * * +4 14 8 7 n 
1 * 
% ES 7 as 
i — . 3 | I ( * F > 
| * 17 * , 
jo, T5 + £4 f s {i 7 
* — 


len 
Cerro 


* 

% - 

ba 

Pt rity 
F * 


* 
Knee, 


A Pro 


i Gent 
U Con. 


8 * # 
i de i 


899047 , a4 N 
C. Cant Dran 14 
2 


* * 
had fe: 


7 J 1 k 1 * _ 
> 7 is 4415 
4 


dreſſed to that 


% * 4 ! * | * 

tion, and Aj 111 
| Aa 

n for R. 


{crivti 
z 


0 * 


9 
* 


1 * ! 
Authors. with *+! 


pany; 


every Su 


* * 


1 


3 


* 
14 - * 
ei LAS 


ol 
S # * 
* * , . 
_ o 
* 


* 
7 
$4 L 
* 
+ x 4 LC» 
. 44 bo 


mY 


tor the firſt Day of each g 


% N 
1 err 4 — 
= 


IIc 01 1 


983 0 
a! 14 8 
ik 4218 


” - 9 
1.0! 14 


* * 
ittle tim 3 
+ % 
„ 9 — » 

A, * N 

15 4 " 4 - © + 

4 'T, , 

#7 CE &4 ©o w 4 j Cf 
* 
* . * 
* 4: / g 
£7] 3 af 


5 
4 48/&5z 1: 
=> wn, Ty 1 . 
Y p * 
eq ' i 
A L900 4 1 111 
4 + — 21 5 
e I 9. Li A 1. 
x ei: . 
ly written . th 


1 . 
„ # 
„ 
- 
Fc 
— 
Aa 
Fd 
- 
- 
wa 
* 
* 
4 
— 


1 


* 
5 > $4 » 
43 *% * 929 * 
I 
f — 
— 
? 
: 
* 42 SS *. * 
LE 
o 
,- 
! 
— . — 
U 17 % 
S » x 
+ Yo * — 


— — — — 


276 The L FT FE of 


% © * * 1 | 
Epißzdes either to the other, and 1c 
make vp ie liveher Acts between them: A 


leatc the Prot fo well ſucceeded. that thoſe 
1 
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3 
conic Parts have never ſince, been replaced, 
but were Cortinuca to be jolntly acted, as one 
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By the Aid of this Sabſeription, which hap- 
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and Induſtry, ot this Company, not only the 
Actors, (ſeveral of which were handſomely 
dvanc'd, in their Salaries) were duly paid, 
out the Manager himſelf too, at the Foot of 
his Account, ſtood a conſiderable Gainer. 

At the ſame time the Patentee of Drury-Lane 
went on in his uſual Method of paying extra- 
ordinary Prices to Singers, Dancers, and other 
exotick Performers, which were as conſtantly 
deducted out of the finking Salarics of his Ac- 
tors: Tis true, his Actors, perhaps, might 
not deſerve much more than he gave them; 
yet, by what I have related, it is plain he 
choſe not to be troubled, with ſech, us viſibly had 
ceferv'd more: For it ſcems he had not pur- 

has'd his Share of the Patent, to mend the 


( e 
Stage, but to make Moncy of it: And to 
| 


ay Truth, his Senſe of every thing to be ſhewn 
ti TIT, VV «4 LTITIY © at Level. * To the Taſte 
of the Multitude, who# Orion, and whoſe 
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But in this Notion he kept no medium; for 
in my Memory, he cairv'd it fo far, that he 
Was (fome tw v cars before this time) actual 
dealing for an extraardinary fine Eicpl 
at a certain Sum, tor every Day he miglit think 
fit to ſhew the tractable Genius of that vaſt 


z 
- 
7 


quiet Creatore, in any Play cr Farce, in the 
Theatre (then ſtandins) in Derhb- Garden. But 

rom the Jea Jouſy, Which 10 formidable a Ri- 
val had rais'd in his Dancers, and by his Brick 


laycr' s aflurin b 
to be open'd v . le chough for 1:5 Entrance 
might endanger the fail of tte Houſe, he gave 

his Pro! <Q, and with i-, fo hopeful a Pro- 
Ce of making the Reccipts of the Stage run 
higher than all the Wi it, and Force of the beſt 
Writers kad ever yet rais'd them to. 

About the ſame time of his being under 
this Diſappointment, he put in Practice nother 
Project of as new, tho: gh not of ſo bold a 
Nature; which was his introducing a Set of 
Rope-dancers, | ato the tame Do for the 
firſt Day of nhaſ Performance, lic had given 
out ſome Play in which I had a material Part: 
But I was hardy enough to go into the Pit, 
and acquaint the Spedtators ncar me, that I 
hop'd, they would not think it a Merk of my 
Diſreſpect to them, it 1 dedlin'd acft.1z3 upon 
any Stage, that was brought to ſo low a ] 
grace, as ours was like to be by that Day's 
Ientertainment. My Excuſe was 1 | 
that I never atter found any ill Confequences, 
ar heard of the lcaſt Diſapprobation of it: A 
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dafter was too much alarm'd, and 


what J have ſaid, it will be no won- 

| due Reo rds to the Original L le, 
an ot tie Stage ſhould be uticr- 
” NELICULeA : Nor was the Conduct of 
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It theſe Facts ſeem ſo trivial for the Atten- 
tion of a ſenſible Reader, let it be confider'd, 
that they are not choſen Fictions, to entertain, 
but Truths necefjary to in him, unde: 
what low Shifts, and Diſzraces, what Diſor- 
ders and Revolutions the Stave labour'd, before 
it could recover that Strength, and Reputation, 
wherewith it began to flouriſh, towards the 
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count of the new Settlement, in the Har- 
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it may be a natural Queftion, hy the 


om Swirey brouaht over to his Un- 
dertaking, in the Hoy-Marh 

elves down to limited Salaries ? for though 
e, as their Manager, was oblived to make them 
certain Payments, it was not certain that the 
Receipts would enable him to do it; and ſince 
their own Induſtry was the only viſible Fund 
they had to depend upon, why would they not 
tor that Reaſon. inſiſt upon thei | 

as well of poſſible Pro as Loftes ? How 
far in this Point, they ated right, or wrons, 


3 
1 


will appear from the following State of their 
Caſe. | 

It muſt firſt be conſider'd, that this Scheme 
of their Deſertion, was all concerted, and put 
in Execution in a Week's Time, which ſhort 
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their Pay, was a Contentment that had bound- 
£1 all their farther Views. Beſides, as there 
could be no room to doubt of their receiving 
full Pay, previous to any Profits, that 
might be reap'd by their Labour, and as they 
had no great Reaſon to apprehend thoſe Profits 
cou. exceed their reſpective Salaries, fo far 
to make them repine at them, thev might 
think it but reaſonable, to let the Chance of 
ay extraordinary Gain be on the Side of their 
Leader, and Director. But farther, as this 
Scheme had the Approbation of the Court, 
theſe Actors, in reality, had it not in their 
Power to alter any Part of it: And what in- 
diuced the Court to encourage it, was, that by 
having the Theatre, and its Manager more 
immediately dependent on the Power of the 
Jord Chamberlain, it was not doubted but the 
Stage would be recover'd into ſuch a Reputa- 
tion, as might now do Honour, to that abſo- 
lute Command, which the Court, or its Oth- 

cers ſcem'd always fond of having over it. 
Here, to fec the Conſtiwetion of the Stage 
in a clcarer Light, it may not be amiſs, to look 
back a little on the I ower of a Lord Cham- 
berlain, which, as may have been obſcrv'd, in 
all Changes of the Theatrical Government, 
Das been the main Spring without which no 
Scheme, of what kind toever, could be ſet in 
\Iotion, My Intent is not to enquire how far, 
dy Law, this Power has been lunited, or ex- 
tended ; but merely as an Hiſtorian, to relate 
Fact, to gratify the Curious, and then leave 
them 
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them to their own Reflections: This, too, I 
am the more inclin'd to, becauſe there is no 
one Circumſtance, which has affected the 
Stage, wherein ſo many Spectators, from thoſe 
of the higheſt Rank, to the Vulgar, have ſeem'd 
more poſitively knowing, or leſs intorm'd in. 
Though in all the Letters Patent, for acting 
Plays, &c. ſince King Charles the Firſi's Time, 
there has been no mention of the Lord Cham - 
berlain, or of any Subordination to his Com- 
iand, or Authority yet it was ſtill taken 
for granted, that no Letters Patent, by the 
bare Omiſſion of ſuch a great Officer's Name, 
| could have ſuperſeded, or taken out of his 
Hands, that Power, which Time out of Mind, 
ne always had exerciſed over the Theatre. 
The common Opinions then abroad were, 
\ that if the Frofeſſion of Actors was unlawful, 
i was not in the Power of the Crown to licenſe 
it ; and, if it were not unlawful, it ought to 
be free, and independent, as other Profeſſions; 
and that a Patent to exerciſe it, was only an 
onorary Favour, from the Crown, to give it 
a better Grace of Recommendation to the Pub- 
lick, But as the Truth of this Queſſion ſeem'd 
to be wrapt in a great deal of Obſcurity, in the 
old Laws made in former Reigns, relating to 
Players, Sc. it may be no Wonder, that the 
beſt Companies of Actors ſhould be deſirous of 
taking Shelter under the viſible Power ot a 
| Lord Chamberlain, who they knew had, at | 
his Pleaſure, favoured, and protected, or born 
hard upon them: But be all this as it may, 3 
Lord 
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Lord Chamberlain (from whenceſoever his 
Power might be derived), had, til! of later 
Years, had always an implicit Obedicnce paid 
to it: 1 hall now give {ome few Inſtances, in 


þ | 
nat manner it was excreiſed. 
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had been, for many Years, aſſign'd to his in- 
terior Officer, the Mater of the Revels; yet 
was not this Licenſe irrevocable ; for ſeveral 
Plays, though acted by that Permiſſion, had 
been ſilenced afterwards, The firit Initance 
of this kind, that common Fame has dcliver'd 
down to us, is that of the Maid's Tragedy of 
Beaumont and Fletcher, which was forbid in 
King Charles the Second's Time, by an Order 
from the Lord Chamberlain. For what Rea- 
fon this Interdiftion was laid upon it, the 
Foliticks of thote Days, have only left us to 
zues. Some ſaid, that the killing of the 
Kine, in that Play, white the tragical Death 
ing Coortes the Fir, was then fo freſh 

id P-onic's Memory, was an Olre& too hor- 
tor a pubtick Entertainment. 

es this Conjectnie ſcem to have ſome 
tandation, is that the celebrated aller, in 
Compument to that Court, alter'd the laſt Act 
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O\ Play (which is printed at the End of 
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herein the Lite of the ing is loyally ſaved, 
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tne Lady's Matter made up, with 
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5 : ; | ; 
terrible Reparation. Others hav: given out, 


that a repenting Miſtreſs, in a romantics Re- 
venge of her Diſhonour, killing the King, in 
the very Bed he expected her to come into, 


was ſhewing a too dangerous Example to other 
Evadnes, then ſhining at Court, in the { 
Rank of royal Diſtinction ; who, if eve: their 
Conſciences ſhould have run equilly mad, 


might have had frequent Opportunities of put- 
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terrible Reparation. Others have given out, 
that a repenting Miſtreſs, in a romantick Re- 
venge of her Diſhonour, killing the King, in 
the very Bed he expected her to come into, 
was ſhewing a too dangerous Example to other 
gvadnes, then ſhining at Court, in the ſame 
Rank of royal Diſtinction; who, if eve: their 
Conſciences ſhould have run equally mad, 
might have had frequent Opportunities of put- 
ting the Expiation of their Frailty, into the 
like Execi:tion, But this I doubt is too deep 
a Speculation, or too ludicrous a Reaſon, to 
be relied on; it being well known, that the 
Ladies then in f.vour, were not fo nice, in their 
Notions, as to think their Preterment their 
Diſhonour, or their Lover a Tyrant: Beſides, 
that eaſy Monarch loved his Roſcs, without 
Thorns ; nor do we hear, that he much choſe, 
to be himſelt the firſt Gatherer of them. 

The Lucius Junius Brutus of Nut. Lee, was, 
in tlie ſame Reign, filenccd after the third Day 
of acting it; it being objected, that the Plan, 
and tenuments of it had too bo dly vindicated, 
and might enflame republican Principles. 

A Prologue by Dryden) to the Propheteſs, 
was for bid by the Lord Dorſet, aficr the firſt 
Day of its being ſpoken. This happen'd when 
King Iilliam was proſecuting the War, in 
Treland. It muſt be confeſs'd, that this Pro- 
logue had ſome familiar, metaphorical Sneers, 
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at the Revolution itſelf; and as the Poetry of 


it was good, the Offence of it was leſs par- 
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The Tragedy of Mary — of Scotland, 
had been offer'd to the Stage twenty Years 
before it was acted: Put — the profound 
Penctration of the Maſter of the Revels, who 
ſaw political Spectres in it, that never appear d 
in the Preſentation, it h 1d lain, fo long upon 
the Hands of the Author; who had at laſt, 
the good Fortune to prevail with a Nobleman, 
to favour his Petition to Queen Aue, for 
Permifion to have it afted : The Queen had 
the Goodneſs to refer the Merit of his Play, 
to the Opinion of that noble Perſon, although 
he was not her Majeſty's Lord Chamberlain ; 
upon whoſe Report of it being every way, an 
innocent Piece, it was ſoon after ated with 
Succeſs. 

Reader, by your Leave I will but juſt 
ſpeak a Word, or two to any Author, that 
has not yet writ one Line of his next Play, 
and then I will come to my Point again — 
What 1 would fay to him, is this, Sir, before 
you ſet Pen to Paper, think well, and prin- 
cipally of your Deſign, or chief action, to- 
wards which every Line you write ought to 
be drawn, as to its Centre : If we can fay of 
your fineſt Sentiments, This, or That might 
be left out without maiming the Story you 
; __ upon it, that fine thing 
3s nid d 4 Place; and though you 
may urge, thet a bright Thought is not to 
be -refitte1, you will not be able to deny, 
that thoſe very fins Lincs would be much 
ener, if you could ſinè a proper Occaſion for 

them: 
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them: Otherwiſe you will be thought to 
take leſs Advice from Ari/iotle, or thrace, tha: 
from Poet Bays in the Rehearſal, who very 
ſmartly fays —— What the Devil is tie Plot 
good for, but L Sri, 7 In fine Things 7 Compli- 
ment the Taſte of your Hearers, as much as 
you pleaſe with them, provided they belong 
to your Subject, but don't, like a dainty Preacher, 
who has his Eye more upon this W ok, than 
the next, leave your Text for them. When 
your Fable is good, every Part of it will coſt 
vou much Wag L. or to kecp your Narra- 
tion alive, than you will be forced to beſtow 
upon thoſe clegant Diſcourſes, that are not 
abſolutely conducive to your Ca itaſtrophe, or 
main Purpoſe : Scenes of that Kind, ſhew but 
at beſt, the unprofitable, or injudicious Spirit 
of a Genius. It is but a melancholy Com- 
mendation of a fine Thought, to ſay, when 
we have heard it, Well! but what's all this to 
the Purp:je ? Take therefore, in ſome part, 
Example by the Author laſt mention'd ! There 
are three Plays of his, The Earl of Eſſex, 
Anna Bullen, and Mary Queen of Sc:ts, which 
though they are alf written in the moiſt barren 
barbarous Stile, that was ever able to KEEP 
Poſſeſſion of the Stage, have all intereſted the. 
Hearts of his Auc lors To what then could 
this Succels be owing, but to the intrinſick, 
and naked Value of the well-conductcd Tales, 
he has fimply told us? There is lomething 
ſo happy in the Diſpoſition of all his Fa- 
les ; all his chicf Characters arc thrown into 
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All t 
of the way; but 1 he has as mach Time 
his Lands, as I have, (provided We are neither 
it may be equaily to the Purpole, 
Is, or what 1 write of, But as 1 
have no Objection to Method, when K 15 not 
troubleſome, I return to my Subject. 

Hitherio we have {cen no very unreaſonable 
Inſtance of this abſolute Power of a Lord 
Chamberlain, though Fe were to admit, that 
no one knew of any real Law, or Conſtruc- 
tion of Law, by which this Power was given 
him. I thall now offer ſome Facts relating to 
it of a more extraordinary Nature, which 1 
leave my Reader to give a Name to. 
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gag' d himſclf to that of Lincoln" -Iunu- Fields: 
zut by what follows, it will appear that this 
Order was not ſo much intended, to do both 
of them gead, as to do, that which the Court 
chiefly f,vour'd { Lind ln's- lun. Is) no harm, 
For when Pe wel greu diilati ty a at Nis Station 
there too, he return d to Drury L077 195 ne 
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But halt a little! here, on this Side of the 
(Queſtion, the Order was to ſtand, in force, 
and the fame Offence againſt it now, was not 
to be equally paſs'd over. He was the rext 
Day taken up by a Meſſenger, and contin'd to 
the Porter's-Lodge, where, to the beſt of my 
Remembrance, he remain'd abont two Days; 
when the Managers of Linculn - Iun- Fields, 
not thinking an Actor of his looſe Charac- 
ter worth their farther Trouble, gave him 
up; though perhaps he was releas d, for ſome 
better Reaſon. Upon this occ:fton, the next 
Dav, behind the Scenes, at Drury-Lane, a 
Perſon of great Quality, in my hearing, en- 
quiring of Powel, into the Nature of his Of- 
fence, after he had heard it, told him, That 
if he had had Patience, or Spirit enough, to 
have ſtaid in his Confinement, till he had 
given him Notice of it, he would have 
found him a handſomer way of coming out 
of it. 

Another time the ſame Actor, Potoel, was 
provok'd at Mills Coffee-houſe, in a Diſpute 
about the Play-houſe Affairs, to ſtrike a Gen- 
tleman, whoſe Family had been fometimes 
Maſters of it; a Complaint of this Inſolence 
was, in the Abſence of the Lord-Chamberlain, 
immediately made to the Vice-Chamberlain, 
who ſo highly reſented it, that he thought 
hunſelf bound in Honour, to carry his Power 
ot redreſſing it, as far as it could poſſibly go: 
For Powell having a Part in the Play, that was 
acted the Day after; the Vice- Chamberlain 
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ſent an Order to ſilence the whole Company, 
for having ſuffer'd Powe! to appear upon the 
Stage, before he had made that Gentleman Sa- 
tisſaction, although the Maſters of the Theatre 
had had no Notice of Pcmve/'s Miſbehaviour : 
However, this Order was obey'd, and remain'd 
in force for two or three Days, *till the fame 
Authority was pleas'd, or advis'd, to revoke it. 
From the Meaſures this injur'd Gentleman took 
for his Redreſs, it may be judg'd how far it 
was tuken for granted, that a Lord-Cham- 
berlain had an abſolute Power over the 
Theatre. 

I ſhall now give an Inſtance of an Actor, 
who had the Reſolution to ſtand upon the De- 
fence of his Liberty, againſt the ſame Autho- 
rity, and was reliev'd by it. 

In the fame King's Reign, Degret, who tho”, 
from a ſevere Exactneſs in his Nature, he 
could be ſeldom long caſy in any Theatre, 
where Irregularitv, not to ſay injuſtice, too 


often prevail'd, yet in the private Conduct of 


his Affairs, he was a prudent honeſt Man. 
He therefore took an unuſual Care, when he 
return'd to act under the Patent, in Drary- 


Lane, to have his Articles drawn firm and 


binding: but having tome Reaſon to think the 
Patentee had not dealt fairly with him, he 
quitted the Stage, and would act no more, ra- 
ther chuſing to loſe his whatever unſatisfy'd, 
Demands, than go through the chargeable, and 
tedious Courſe of the Law to recover it. But 
the Patentec, who {from other People's Judg- 

C ment) 
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4 the Value of him, and who want- 
ed too, to have him ſooner back, than the Law 
could potſibly bring him, thought the 1urer 
vay would be, to defire a ſhorter Redreſs f 
Va \ wag BE. 'T de ſire a norter Kedreis from 
the Authority of the Lord- Chamberlain. Ac- 


0 dingly 'y upon his Complaint, a Meſſenger 
w.s inumediately diſpatch' d to Norw:ch, where 


Digget then was, to bring him up, in Cuſto- 
dy: But doughty Degget, who had Money in 
his Pocket, and the Cauſe of Liberty at his 
Heart, was not, in the leaſt intimidated, by 
this formidable Summons, He was obſerv'd 
to obey it with a particular Chearfulneſs, en- 
tertain ing his Fellow- traveller, the Meſſenger, 
all tlie w. in the Coach (for he had proteſted 

1 YR ding) with as much Humour as a 
Ma 1 of his Buſineſs might be capable of taſt- 
ing. And as he found his Charges were to 


de defray d, he, at every Inn, call'd for the beſt 
TM nt:cs 5 «© Country could afford, or a pre- 
tended weak Appetite could digeſt. At this 
rate they jollily roll'd on, more with the Air 
of a Jaunt, than a Journey, or a Party of 


Pleature, than of a poor Devil in Durance. 


Upon his Arrival in Town, he unmediately ap- 
ply'd to the Lord Chief Jut itice Hall, for his 
Habeas Corpus. As his Cale was ſomething 
particular, that eminent and learned Minit ter 
ot the 1 took a particular Notice of it: 
For Degget was not anly diſcharged, but the 
Proceſs of his Confinement (according to com- 
mon Fame) had a Centure pal>'d upon it, in 
Court, which I doubt, Iam not Law yer enough 
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To conclude, the officious Arnents 
in this Affair finding, that, in Degget, they 
had miſtaken their Man, were mollity'd in- 
to mi.der Proceedings, and (as he afterwards 
told me) whilper'd ſomething, in his Ear, 
that took away Daegget's farther Uncaſineſs 
about it. 

By theſe Inſtances we ſee how naturally 
rower only founded on Cuſtom, is apt, where 
the Law is filent, to run into Exceſles, and 
nile it laudably pretends to govern others, 
how hard it 1s to govern itſelf. But ſince the 


Law has lately open'd its Mouth, and has ſaid 
Plainly, that ſome Part of this Power to go- 
vern the Theatre ſhall be, and is plac'd in a 
proper Perſon; and as it is evident, that the 
Power of that white Staff, ever ſince it has 
been in the noble Hind, that now holds it, has 
been us d wit tne utmoſt Lenity, I would 
beg leave of the murmuring Multitude, who 
frequent the Theatre, to offer them a ſimple 
Quceition or two, vis. Pray, Gentlemen, how 
came you, or rather your Fore-fathers, never 
to be mutinous, upon any of the occutional 
Facts I have related? And why have you been 
ſo often tumultuous, upon a Law's being 
made, that only confirms a leſs Power, than 
was formerly exercis d, without any Law to 
ſupport it? You cannot ſure, fay, ſuch Diſ- 
content is either juſt, or natural, unleſs you 
allow it a Maxim in your” Poiizicks, that 
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Having thus given the cleareſt View IT was 
able, of the uſual Regard paid to the Power 
of a Lord-Chamberlain, the Reader will more 
ealily conceive, what Influence, and Operation 
that Power muſt naturally have, in all Thea- 
trical Revolutions; and particularly in the com- 
plete Re-union of both Companics, which hap- 
pen'd in the Year following. 


F 


Same Chimarical Thoughts of mating the Stage 
wleful : Some to its Reputation. The Pa- 
tent unprefitable, to all the Proprietors, but 
one. A fourth Part of it given away to Ce- 
[nel Brett. A Digreſien to his Memo- 
*. The two Companies of Afors re-united, 
by his Intereſt, and Management. The 
firſt Direclian of Operas only, given to 
Ar. Swiney. 


ROM the Time, that the Company 
of Actors, in the Hay-Market, was 
recruited with thoſe from Drury-Lanc, and 
came into the Hands of their new Direc- 
tor, Siwimey, the Theatre, for three or four 
Years following, ſuffer'd ſo many Convul- 
hons, and was thrown every other Winter un- 
der ſuch different Intereits, and Management, 
betore it came to a firm and latting Settlement, 
that Jain doubtful, if the moſt candid Rea- 


" 
+ 


— —_ 


—_ — —B tt. 


Cortty CTIBBER. 293 


der will have Patience, to go through a full, 
and fair Account of it: And yet I would fain 
flatter my ſelf, that thoſe, who are not too 
wiſe, to frequent the Theatre (or have Wit 
enough to diftinguiſh what ſort of Sights there, 
either do Honour, or Diſgrace to it) may think 
their national Diverſion no contemptible Sub- 
ject, for a more able Hiſtorian, than I pretend 
to be: If I have any particular Qualification, 
for the Task, more than another, it is that I 
have been an ocular Witneſs of the ſeveral 
Facts, that are to fill up the reſt of my Vo- 
lume ; and am, perhaps, the only Perſon liv- 
ing (hower er unworthy) from whom the ſame 
Materials can be collected; but let them come 
from whom they may, whether, at beſt, they 
will be worth reading ; perhaps a Judgment 
may be better form'd after a patient Peruſal of 
the follow ing Digreſſion. 

In whatever cold Eſteem, the Stage may 
be, among the Wiſe, and Powerful ; - It is not 
ſo much a Reproach, to thoſe, who contented- 
ly enjoy it in its loweſt Condition, as that Con- 
dition of it, is to thoſe, who (though they 
cannot but know, to how valuable a pub- 
lick Uſe, a Theatre, well eſtabliſh'd, might 
be rais'd) yet in ſo many civiliz'd Nations, 
have neglected it. This perhaps will be call d 
thinking my own wiſer, than all the wife 
Heads, in Europe. But, I hope, a more hum- 
ble Senſe will be given to it; at leaſt I only 
mean, that it ſo many Governments have 
their Reaſons, for their Diſregard of their 
U 3 Theatres, 
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Ti.eitres, thoſe Reaſons may be deeper, than 
my Capacity has Vert been abie to dive in- 
to: It therefore my fimpic Opinion is a 
wrong one, let the Singularitv of it expolc 
me: And tho” I am only building a Theatre in 
the Air, it is there, however, at fo liule Ex- 
pence, and in ſo much a better Taſte, than wy 
I have yet teen, that I cannot help faving of 
It, as a witer Man did (it may be) upo: a wir 
Occaſion: 


. 3 * 
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Candi uis imperti; fi non Ho 


Give me leave to play, with my P. 91 
Fancy, 


I ſay then, that as I allow not1:; 

liable to debaſe, and corrupt the VII L 
People, than a licentions Theatre; fo u 

der 2 juſt, and proper Etftablithment, it weis 
poffible to in2ke it, prareniiy the Schuo! 
of Manners, and of \ >. Were 1 to col- 
lect all the Argumente, that might be en 
fr my Opinion. or to intorce it by exem- 
plary Proofs, it might ſwell this hort Di- 
greſſion to a Volume; I ſhall therefore truſt 


1c Validity of what I have laid down, to a 
nale Fact, that may be fill freſh, in the 
Memory of many living Spectators. When 
the Trazedy of Cato was firſt acted, let us 
call to mind the noble Spirit of Patriotiſm, 
which that Play then infus'd into the Breatits 
of a free People, that crowded to it; with 
what affecting Force, was that moit elevated 
2 of 
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of Human Virtues recommended? Even the 
falſe Pretenders to it felt an unwilling Con- 
viction, and made it a Point of Honour to 
be foremoſt, in their Approbation ; and this 
too at a' time, when the fermented Nation 
had their different Views of Government. 
Yet the ſublime Sentiments of Liberty, in 
that venerable Character, rais'd, in every ſen- 
fible Hearer ſuch conſcious Admiration, ſuch 
compell'd Aſſent to the Conduct of a lufer- 
ng Virtue, as even demanded two almoſt ir- 
reconcileable Parties to embrace, and join in 
their equal Applauſes of it. Now, not to 
take from the Merit of the Writer, had 
that Play never come to the Stage, how 
much of this valuable Effect of it muit 1 have 
been loſt? It then could have had no more 
immediate weight with the Publick, than 
our poring upon the many ancient Authors, 

thro' whoſe Works the ſame Sentiments heve 
been, perhaps, leſs profitably diſpers'd, tho' 

amongſt Millions of Readers; but by bring- 
ing fuch Sentiments to the Theatre, and in- 
to Action, what a ſuperior Loftr e ha they 
ſhine with ? There, Cato bre. again, 
in Life; and though he periſh d in che 
Cauſe of Liberty, his Virtue was victorious, 


and left the Triumph of it in the Heart of 


every melting * If Effects, like 
theſe, are laudable; if the Repreſentation 
of ſuch Plays can carry Conviction Wit“. 


ſo much Pleature, to the Underſtanding ; hive 
they not vaſtly the Advantage, of any other 
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human Helps to Eloquence ? What equal Me- 
thod can be found to lead, or ſtimulate the 
Mind, to a quicker Senſe of Truth, and Vir- 
tue, or warm a People into the Love, and 
Practice of ſuch Principles, as might be at 
once a Detence, and Honour to their Country ? 
In what Shape could we liſten to Virtue with 
equal Delight, or Appetite of Inſtruction? The 
Mind of Man 1s naturally free, and when he 1s 
compe.!'d, or menac'd into any Opinion that 
he does not readily conceive, he 1s more apt 
to doubt the Truth of it, than when his Ca- 
pacity is led by Delight, into Evidence and 
Reaton. To preſerve a Theatre in this Strength, 
and Purity of Morals, is, I grant, what the 
wiſeſt Nations, have not been able to per- 
petuate, or to tranſmit long to their ↄſtexĩity: 
But this Difficulty will rather heighten, than 
take from the Honour of the Theatre : The 
greateſt Empires have decay'd for wart of pro- 
per Heads to guide them, and the Ruins of 
them ſometimes have been the Subject of Thea- 
tres, that could not be, themſelves exempt, 
t om as various Revolutions: Yet may not the 
moſt natural Inference from all this be, That 
the Talents requiſite to form good Actors, great 
Writers, and true Judges, were like thoſe of 
wife and memorable miniſters, as well the 
Gifts of Fortune, as of Nature, and not al- 
ways to be found, in all Climes or Ages? Or 
can there be a ſtronger modern Evidence of the 
Value of Dramatick Performances, than that 
in many Countries, where the Papal Religion 
prevails, 


— 
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prevails, the Holy Policy (though it allows not 
to an Actor Chriſtian Burial) is ſo conſcious of 
the Uſefulneſs of his Art, that it will frequent- 
ly take in the Aſſiſtance of the Theatre, to 
give even ſacred Hiſtory, in a Tragedy, a Re- 
commendation to the more pathetick 2 
of their People? How can ſuch Principles, i 
the Face of the World, refuſe the Bones a A 
Wretch the loweſt Benefit of Chriſtian Chari- 
ty, aiter having admitted his Profeſſion (for 
which they deprive him of that Charity) to 
ſerve the folemn Purpoſes of Religion? How 
far then is this Religious Inhumanity ſhort of 
that umous Painter's, who, to make his Cu- 
cifix a Maſter- piece of Nature, ſtabb'd the In- 
nocent Hireling, from whoſe Body he drew it ; 
and having heighten d the holy Portrait, w ith 
his laſt Agonies of Life, then ſent it to be the 
conſecrated Ornament of an Altar? Though 
we have only the Authority of common 
Fame, for this Story, yet be it true or falſe, 
the Compariſon will ſtill be juſt, Or let me 
ask another Queſtion more humanly politi- 
cal, 

How came the Athenians to lay out an hun- 


dred thouſand Pounds upon the Decorations of 


one ſingle Tragedy of Saphacles? Not, ture, as 
it was merely a Spectacle for Idleneſs, or Va- 
cancy of Thought to gape at, but becautc it 
was the moſt rational, moſt inſtructive, and 
delightful Compoſition, that Human Wit had 
yet arrived at; and conſequently the moit 
worthy to be the Entertainment of a wiſe, 4 

Walling 
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wariike Naticn: And it may be ſtill a Que- 
ſtion, whether tlie Sephocles int pir 'd this pub- 
lick Spirit, or this publics Spirit inſpir'd the 


But alas! as the Power of giving, or receiv- 
ing ſuch Infpira tions from either of thele 
Cauſes, ſeems pretty well at an End; now I 
have Ry ot my Eovlt, I thall deſcend to talk more 
like a Man of the Age, I live in: For, in- 
deed, what is all this to a common Exgliſb 
Re: Aer! ? Why truly, as — terms it 
Caviare to the Multitude ! Honeſt John Trott 
will tell you, that if he were to believe what 
T have ſaid of the Atherrans, he is at moſt, 
but aſtoniſh'd at it; but that if the twentieth 
Part of the Sum I have mentioned were to be 
apply'd out of the publick Money, to the Set- 
ting off the beſt Tragedy, the niceſt Noddle in 
the Nation could produce, it would proba- 
bly raiſe the Paſſions higher in thoſe that did 
not like it, than in thoſe that did; it might 
as likely meet with an Inſurrection, as the Ap- 
plauſe of the People, and ſo, mayhap, be fitter 
tor the Subject of a Tragedy, than for a pub- 
lick Fund to ſupport it. Truly, Mr. 
Tr:tt, I cannot but own, that I am very much 
of vour Opinion : Lam only concerned, that 

Theatre has not a better Pretence to the 
Cure and further Conſideration of thoſe Go- 
vernments, Where it 1s tolerated ; but as what 
I have ſaid, will not probably do it any great 
Harm, I hope, I have not put vou out of Pa- 

tience, 
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tience, by throwing a few good Wiſhes after 
an old Acquaintance, 

To conclude this Digreſſion. If for the 
Support of the Srage, what is generally ſhewn 
there, muſt be lower'd to the Taſte of com- 


- — _—  --- — 


mon $pect ators ; or if it is inconſiſtent with 
Liberty to mend that vulgar Taſte, by mak- 
ins the Multitude leſs merry there ; or by a- 


bolt illuing every low and ſenſeleſs Jollity, in 
which the Unde rſtanding can have no . 


whenever, I ſay, ſuch is the State of the Stage, 
it will be as often liable to unanſv-erable Cen- 
fire, and manifeſt Diſgraces. Yet there was 

Time, not yet, out of many People's Me- 
mory, when it ſubfiſted upon its own rational 
Labours ; when even Succeſs attended an At- 
rempt to reduce it to Decency ; and when 
Actors themſelves were hardy enough to ha- 


zard their Intereſt, 


in Purſuit of ſo dangerous 


a Reformation, And this Criſis, I am myſelf 
a5 impatient, as any tir'd Reader can be, to 
arrive at. I ſhall therefore endeavour to lead 


him the ſhorteſt way to it. But as I ama lit» 
tle jealous of the badneſs of the Road, muſt 
reſerve to myſelf the 2 of callin upon 

y Matter, in my way, for a little Refreth- 


zent to whatever 


Curioſity, or Goodneſs to go along with me 
When the ſole managing Pa tentee at — * 
Lans, jor ſeveral Vears, could neve 3 per- 
any Account W the Ad- 
venture; Sir Thomas Stipuitb (who, if am 


funde. driven £0 


Company may have * 
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rightly inform'd, had an equal Share with him) 


crew ſo weary ot the Affair, that he aRual- 


ly made a Preient of his entire Intereſt in it, 
upon the following Occaſion. 

Sir Themas happen'd, in the Summer pre- 
ceding the Re- union of the Companies, to 
make a Viſit to an intimate Friend of his, 
Colonel Brett, of Sandyoell, in Glouceſterſhire ; 
where the Pleaſantneſs of the Place, and the 
agreeable manner of paſſing his Time there, 
had raiſed him to ſuch a Gallantry of Heart, 
that, in Return, to the Civilities of his Friend 
the Colonel, he made him an Offer of his 
whole Right in the Patent ; but not to over- 
rate the Value of his Preſent, told him, he 
himſclf had made nothing of it, theſe ten 
Years : But the Colonel (he ſaid) being a greater 
Favourite of the People in Power, and (as he 
believ'd) among the Actors too, than himſelf 
was, might think of ſome Scheme, to turn it 
to Advantage, and in that Light, if he lik'd 
it, it was at hi Service. Aiter a great deal of 
Raillery on both Sides, of what Sir Thomas 
had 7 made of it, and the particular Advan- 
tages the Colonel was likely to make of it; 
they came to a laughing Reſolution, That an 
Initrument ſou. be drawn the next Morning, 
ot an abſolute Conveyance of the Premiſes. 
A Gentleman of the Law, well known to 
tem both, happening to be a Gueſt there, 
at tac fame time, the next Day produced the 
Ded, according to his Inſtructions, in the 
Preicnce of whom, and of others, it was ſign'd, 

ſcal'd, 
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feal'd, and deliver'd to the Purpoſes therein 
contain'd. 

This Tranſaction may be another Inſtance 
(as I have elſewhere obſerved) at how low a 
Value, the Intereſts, in a Theatrical Licenſe, 
were then held; tho” it was viſible from the 
Succeſs of Sc nc y in that very Year, that with 
tolerable Management, they could, at no time, 
have fail'd of being a profitable Purchaſe. 

The next Thing to be conſider'd was, what 
the Colonel ſhould do with his new Theatri- 
cal Commiſſion, which, in another's Poſſeſſion, 
had been of fo little Importance. Here it 
may be neceſſary to premiſe, that this Gen- 
tleman was the firſt of any Conſideration, fince 
my coming to the Stage, with whom I had 
contracted a Perſonal Intimacy ; which might 
be the Reaſon, why, in this Debate, my Opi- 
nion had tome Weizht with him : Of this In- 
timacy too, I am the more tempted to talk, 
from the natural Pleaſure of calling back, in 
Age, the Purſuits, and happy Ardours of Youth 
long paſt, which, like the Ideas of a delightful 
Spring, in a Winter's Rumination, are ſome- 
times equal to the former Enjoy ment of them. 
I ſhall, therefore, rather chuſe, in this Place to 
ratify my ſelf, than my Reader, by ſetting 
the faireſt Side of this Gentleman in view, and 
by indulging a little conſcious Vanity, in ſhew- 
ing how early in Life, I fell into the Poſſeſſion 
of ſo agreeable a Companion : Whatever Fail- 
ings he might have to others, he had none to 
me ; nor was he, where he had them, without 


his 


wage 9 
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his valuable Qualities to balance or ſoften 
them. Let, then, what was not, to be come 
mended in him, reit with his Athes, never to 
be rak'd into: But the friendly Favours I re- 
ceived from him, while living, give me {li} 

a Pleaſure of paying this only Mite of my 
6 in my Power, to his Me- 
morvy. And if my taking this Liberty may 
find Pardon from ſeveral of his fair Relations, 
ſtill living, for whom I profeſs the utmoſt Re- 
ſpect, it will give me but little Concern, tho' 
my critical Readers ſhould think it all Imper- 
tinence. 

This Gentleman, then, Henry, was the elde ft 
Son of Henry Brett, Eiq; of Coe ley, in G 
ceſterfhire, who coming early to his Eſtate ot 
about Two Thouſand a Year, by the uſual 
Negligences of young Heirs, had, before this 


his eldeſt Son came of age, ſunk it to about half 


that Value, and that not wholiy free from In- 
cumbrances. Mr. Brett, whom I am ſpcaking 

of, had his Education, and I 0 ght ſay, end- 
ed it, at the Univerſity of Oxjerd ; for tho' he 

was ſettled ſome time after at the Temple, he 
ſo little followed the Law there, that his Ne- 
glect of it, made the Law (like ſome of his fair 
and frail Admircrs) very often follow im. As 
he had an uncommon Share of Social Wit, and 
a handſom Perſon, with a ſanguine Bloom in 
his Complexion, no wonder they perſuaded 
him, that he might have a detec (tance of 
For rune, by 8 ſuch Acco t pliſhmet NYS, 
into the gaycr World, than by mutting the m 
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up, in a Study. The firit View, that fires the 
Head of a young Gentleman of this 900 way 
Ambition, juſt broke looſe, from Buſineſs, is 
to cut a Figure (as they call it) in a Sde-box, 
at the Play, from whence their next Step 1 
to the Green Rogm behind the Scenes, — 
times their Nen ultra. Hither, at laſt then, 
in this hopeful Queſt ef his Fort une, came 
this Gentleman-Erra nt, not doubting but the 
fickle Dame, while he was thus qualified to 
receive her, might be tempted to fall into his 
Lap. And though, poſſibly, the Charms of 
our Theatrical Ny mphs might have their Share, 
in drawing him thither ; yet in my Obſerva- 
tion, the molt viſible Cauſe of his firſt coming, 
was a more ſincere Paſſion he had conceived 
for a fair full-bottom'd Perriwig, which I 
then wore in my firſt Play of the Fil in Faſhion, 
in the Year 1695. For it is to be noted, that, 
the Beaux of thoſe Days, were of a quite dif- 
ferent Caſt, from the modern Stamp, and had 
more of the Statelineſs of the Peacock in their 
Mien, than which now ſeems to be their 
higheſt Emulation) the pert Air of a Lapwing. 
Now whatever Contempt Philoſophers may 
have, for a fine Perriwig ; my Friend, who 
was not to deſpiſe the World, but to live in it, 
knew very well, that ſo material an Article of 
Dreſs, upon the Head of a Man of Senſe, it it 
became him, could never fail of drawing to 
him a more partial Regard, and Benevolence, 
than could poſſibly de hoped for, in an ill- 
made one. This perhaps may ſotten the grave 
Cenſure, 
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Cenſure, which ſo youthful a Purchaſe might 
otherwiſe have laid upon him : In a Word, he 
made his Attack upon this Perriwig, as your 
young Fellows generally do upon a Lady of Plea- 
ſure; firſt, by a few familiar Praiſes of her Per- 
ſon, and then a civil Enquiry, into the Price of 
it. But upon his obſerving me a little ſurprized 
at the Levity of his Queſtion, about a Fop's 
Perriwig, he began to railly himſelf with ſo 
much Wit, and Humour, upon the Folly of 
his Fondneſs for it, that he ſtruck me with 
an equal Deſire of granting any thing, in my 
Power, to oblige ſo facetious a Cuſtomer. This 
ſingular Beginning of our Converſation, and 
the mutual Laughs that enſued upon it, ended 
in an Agreement, to finiſh our Bargain that 
Night, over a Bottle. 

If it were poſſible, the Relation of the hap- 

Indiſcretions which paſſed between us that 
Nie ht, could give the tenth Part of the Plea- 
ſure, i then received from them, I could ſtill 
repeat them with Delight : But as it may be 
doubtful, whether the Patience of a Reader 
may be quite ſo ſtrong, as the Vanity of an 
Author, I thall cut it ſhort, by only f Ing 
that ſingle Bottle was the Sire of many 2 jolly 
Dozen, that for ſome Years — My like 
orderly Children, whenever they were call'd 
tor, came into the ſame Company. Nor in- 
de ed, did I think from that time, whenever 
he was to be had, any E Evening could be agree- 
ably enjoy'd w ithout him. B ut the long con- 
tinuance of our Intimacy, perhaps, may be 
thus accounted for. He 
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He who can taſte Wit in another, may, 
in ſome ſort, be ſaid to have it himſelf: Now, 
as I always had, and (I bl:is my ſelf for the 
Folly ) fill have a quick Reliſh of whatever did, 
or can give me Delight: This Gentleman could 
not but ſce the youthful Joy, I was generally 
raiſcd to, whenever I had the Happine!s of a 
Jete a bite with him; and it may be a moot 
Point, whether Wit is not as often inſpired, by 
a proper Attention, as by the brighteſt Reply, 
to it. Therefore as he had Wit cnough for 
any two People, and I had Attention enough 
for any four, there could not well be v anting 
a ſociable Delight, on either fide. And tho' 
it may be true, that a Man of a handſome 
Perſon is apt to draw a partial Ear to every 
thing he ſays; yet this Gentleman ſeldom faid 
any thing, that might not have made a Man 
of the plaineſt Perſon agreeable. Such a con- 
tinual Deſire to pleaſe, it may be imagined, 
could not but, { metimes, lead him into a lit- 
tle venial Flattery, rather than not ſucceed in 
it. And I, perhaps, might be one of thoſe 
Flies that was caught in this Honey, As I 
was, then, a young ſucceſsful Author, and an 
Actor, in ſome unexpected Favour, whether 
deſervedly, or not, imports not; yet fuch Ap- 
pearances, at leaſt Were plauſible Pretences 
enough, for an amicable Adulation to enlarge 
upon; and the Sailics of it a lets Vanity, than 
mine, might not have been able to reſiſt. What- 
ever this Weaknets on my fide might be, I 
was not alone in it; for J have heard a Gentle- 
A man 
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man of Condition fay, who knew the World 
as well, as moſt Men, that live in it, that let 
his Diicretion he ever ſo much upon its Guard, 
he never tell into Mr. Brett's Company, with- 
out being loth to leave it, or carrying away a 
better Opinion of himſelf, from it. If his 
Converſation had this Effect among the Men; 
what mult ve ſuppoſe to have been the Conſe- 
quence, when he gave it, a. yet ſofter turn 
among the Fair Sex ? Here now, a French No- 
velliſt would tell you fifty pretty Lies of him; 
but as 1 chuſe to be tender of Secrets of that 
fort, I ſhall oily borrow the good Breeding of 


that Language, and tell you, in a Word, that 
II new {everal Ii:itances of his being an Homme 
4 # 


gau [5;tunc, But though his frequent Suc- 
ceſſes might generally keep him, from the 
uſual Ditquiets of a Lover, he knew this was 
a | ite too liquoriſln to laſt; and therefore had 
Reflexions enough, to be govern'd by the Ad- 
vice of his Friends, to turn thete his Advan- 
tages t Nature to a better Uie. 
Among the many Men of Condition, with 
rhom his Converſation had recommended 
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was to be in Town but for three Weeks) 
I cne Day found him idling behind the 
Scenes, before the Play was begun. Upon 
ſight of him, I took the uſual Freedom he 
allow'd me, to rate him roundly, for the 
Madneſs of not improving every Moment in 
his Power, in what was of ſuch Conſequence 
to him. Why are you not (ſaid I) where 
you know you only ſhould be? It your De- 
ſign ſhould once get Wind, in the Town, 
the Ill-wül of your Enemies, or the Sincerity 
of the Lady's Friends, may ſoon blow up vour 
Hopes, which, in your Circumſtances of Life, 
cannot be long ſupported, by the bare Ap- 
pearance of a Gentleman. But it is ini⸗- 
poſſible to proceed, without ſome Apology, 
for the very familiar Circumſtance, that is to 
follow — Yet, as it might not | 


t be fo trivial 
in its Effect, as I fear it may be in the Nar- 
ration, and is a Mark of that Intim CV, which 
is neceſſary ſhould be known, had been be— 
tween us, I Will honcitiy make bold with my 
Scruples, and let the plain Truth of my Story 


take its Chance for Contempt, or Approba- 
tion. 

After twenty Er» Nc - 40-0 Ff of 
the N. 4 6 1 l I Wark ? 14 h It 
with, he concluded them, with telling me, 
he had been out al! the Mor:: n Buſi- 
neſs, and that his Linnen was tog much toll 
do e feen m 15 0 | 1 ] 
Lila (t Na th , by 
TE! \ tl L 1 L Dit \ | } vw) 2 14 
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5 
I haul'd him, by the Slecve, into my Shifting 
Room, he either ſtaring, laughing, or hang- 
ing back all the Way. There, when I had 
lock'd him in, I began to ſtrip off my up- 
per Cloaths, and bad him do the fame ; ſtill 
he either did not, or would not ſcem to un- 
deritand me, and continuing his Laugh, cry'd, 
What! is the Puppy mad? No, no, only po- 
ſitive, ſaid I ; tor look you, in ſhort, the Play 
is ready to begin, and the Parts that you, and 
I, arc to act to Day, are not of Equal conſe- 
quence; mine of young Reveller (in Green- 
wich-Perk) is but a Rake; but whatever you 
may be, you are not to appear ſo; therefore 
take my Shirt, and give me yours; for de- 
pend upon't, itay here you ſhall not, and fo 
0 about your Buſineſs, To conciude, we 
fairly chang'd Linnen, nor could his Mother's 
have wrap'd him up more fortunately ; for in 
about ten Days he marry'd the Lady, In u 
Year or two aſter his Marriage, he was choſen 
a Member cf that Parliament, which was fit- 
ting, when King iam dy'd. And, upon 


g, 
ling of ſome new Regiments, was made 
Licutcnint-Colonel, to that of Sir. Chouries 
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moſt proper Perſon, to oblige (if it could 
be an Obligation) with the Prefent of his In- 
tcreſt in the Patent. And from theſe Ancc- 
dotes of my Intimacy with him, it may be 
leſs a Surpriſe, when he came to Town in- 
veſted with this new theatrical Power, that 
I ſhould be the firſt Perſon, to whom he took 
any Notice of it. And notwithſtanding he 
knew I was then engag'd, in another Inte- 
reſt, at the Hey-Market, he deſired we might 
confider together, of the beit Uſe he could 
make of it, aſſuring me, at the ſame time, 
he ſhould think it of none to himſelf, unlets 
it could in ſome Shape be turn'd to my Ad- 
vantage. This friendly Declaration, though 
it might be generous in him to make, was 
not necdful, to inchne me, in whatever might 
be boneſtly in my Power, whether by Intereſt 
or Negotiation, to ſerve him. My firſt Ad- 
vice, therefore, was, That he ſhould produce 
his Deeds to the other managing Patentee of 
Drury-Lane, and demand immediate Entrance 
to a joint Poſſeſſion of all Effects, and Powers, 
to which that Deed had given him an equal 
Title. After which, if he met with no Op- 
potition, to this Demand, (as upon fight of it 
he did not) that he ſhould be watchtul a- 
gainſt any Contradiction, from his Collegue, 
in whatever he might propoſe, in carrying 
on the Affair, but to let him ſee, that he 
was determin'd in all his Nicaſures. Yet to 
heighten that Reſolution, with an Eaſe and 
Temper in his manner, as it he took it for 

X 3 granted, 
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granted, there could be no Oppoſition made, 
to whatever he had a Niind to. For that this 
Nictaod, added to his natural Talent of Per- 
fuading, would nnperceptibly lead His - Col- 
legue, into a Reliance on his ſuperior Under- 
ſtanding, That however little he car'd for Bu- 
| ould give himſelf the Air at leaſt, 
uiry into what bad been done, that 
intended to do, might be thought 
more conſiderable, and be the readier com- 
ply'd with: For it he once ſuffer'd his Col- 
legue to ſeem wiſer than himſelf, there would 
be 1.0 End of his perplexing him with ab- 
turd, and diatory Meatures ; direct, and plain 
Dealing being a Quality his natural Diffidence 
would never ſufer him to be Maſter of; of 
Which, his not complying with his Verbal 
Agreement with $2707, when the Hoy- Market 
Houſe was taken for both their Uſes, was an 
Evidence, And though ſome People thought 
i Depth, and Policy in him, to keep things 
en in Confuſion, it was ever my Opinion 
over-rated his Skill, and that, in reality 

f Darts were too v enk, for his Poſt, in 
neh he had alwavs ated, to the beſt of his 
Kw. cledge. 1 Int 151 late Collegue, Sir T bg- 
perth, had truſted too much to his 

\ cny; tor this fort of Buſineſe; and was 
ted by him :ccordingly, without ever re- 
ny Prottes from it, for ſeveral Years : 

In omuch that when he found his Intereſt in 
en deſperate lands, he thought the beſt 
g he cid do wih it was, (as be 

| ſaw, 
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aw) to give it away. Therefore if he (Mr. 
Brett) could once fix himiclf, as I had ad- 
vis'd, upon a different Foot, with this, hi- 
terto untractable, Manager, the Buſineſs wou 
ſoon run through whatever Channel, he might 
have a mind to lead it. And though J allowed 
the greateſt Difficulty he would meet with, 


— 


would be in getting his Conſent to a Union ot 


the two Companies, which was the only 
Scheme that could raiſe the Patent to its for- 
mer Value, and which, I knew, this cloſe 
Manager would tecretly lay ail poti:ble Rubs in 
the way to; yet it was viſible, there was a way 
of reducing him to Compliance: For though, 
it was true his Caution would never part with 
a Straw, by way of Conceſſion, yet to a high 


Hand, he would give up any thing, provided 


he were ſuitcr'd to keep his Title to it: It 


his Hat were taken from his Head, in the 
Street, he would make no farther Reſiſtance, 
than to ſay, I am not willing to part with it, 
Much leis would he have the Reſolution, 
openly to oppoſe any juſt Meafurcs, when he 

mould find one, who with an equil Fight 
his, and with a known Intereit to bring them 

about, was reſolv'd to go thro' with them. 
Now though I knew my Friend was as tho- 
roughly acquainted with this Patentec's Tem- 
per, as myſelf, yet I thought it not amiſs to 
quicken and ſupport his Reſolution, by con- 
nrming to him, the little Trouble he would 
meet with, in purſuit of the Union I had ad- 
X 4 vis'd 
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vis'd him to; for it muſt be known, that on 
our fide, Trouble was a fort of Phyſick we 
did not much care to take: But as the Fatigue 
of this Aﬀair was likely to be lower'd by a 
good deal of Entertainment, and Humour, 
which would naturally engage him, in his deal- 
int with fo cxotick a Partner; I knew that this 
toniny the Buſineſs, into a Diverſion, would 
leſſen every Difficulty, that lay in our way 
£3 KR. 

Tlowevrer copiouſly T may have indulg'd my- 
elf in this Commemoration of a Gentleman, 
with whom 1 had pai''d fo many of my 
younger Days, with Pleaſure, yet the Reader 
may by this Inſight it o his Character, and by 
that of the other Patentee, be better able to 
wire of the ſecret Springs, that gave Motion 
to, or obſtructed ſo confiderable an Event, as 
that of the Re- union of the two Companies of 
Actors in 1708. In Hiſtories of more weight, 
for want of ſuch Particulars, we are often de- 
ceiv'd in the true Cauſes of Facts, that moſt 
concern us, to be let into; which ſometimes 
makes us aſcribe to Policy, or falſe Appear- 
ances of Wiſdom, what perhaps, in reality, 
vas the mere Effect of Chance or Humour. 

Immediately after Mr. Brett was admitted 


24 10 


joint Patentec, he made uſe of the Inti- 
mac he had with the Vice-Chamberlain to aſ— 
ſiſt his Scheme of this intended Union, in 
which he fo fir rrevailed, that it was foon at- 
ter left to the farticular Care of the fame Vice- 


Cham- 
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Chamberlain, to give him all the Aid, and 
Power, neceſſary to the bringing what he de- 
fired, to Perfection. The Scheme was, to 
have but one Theatre for Plays, and another 
for Operas, under ſeporute Intereſts. And this 
the generality of Spec TOTS, as W ell as the moſt 
approv'd Actors, had been ſome time calling for, 
as the only expedient to recover the Credit of 
the Stage, and the valuable Intereſt of its Ma- 
nagers. 

As the Condition of the Comedians at this 
time, 15 taken Notice of in my Dedication of 
the Wife's Reſentment, to the Marquis (now 
Duke} of Kent, and then Lord-Chamberlain, 
which was publith'd above thirty Years ago, 
when 1 had no thought ot ever troubling the 
World, with this Theatrical Hiſtory, I ice no 
Reaſon, why it may not paſs, as a Voucher of 
the Facts I am now ſpeaking of; I ſhall there- 
fore give them in the very Light J then ſaw 
them. After ſome Acknowledgment tor Lis 
Lordſhip's Protection of our 7av-Mar et ) 
Theatre, it is further ſaid 

„The Stage has, for many Ycars, 'tiil of 
ee late, groan'd under the greateſt Diſcourage- 
'* ments, which have been very much, it hot 
** wholly owing to the Mitmanagement 
thoſe, that have aukwardly gover:i'd it. 
Great ſums have been ventur'd um einpty 
Projects, and Hopes of in moderate Gains; 
and when tho!e Hopes have fund, the Loſs 
{© has been tyrannically deducted out of the 
Actors Salary, And it your Lu:dſhip had 


© not 
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e not redeem'd them——T/1s is meant of gur 
& being ſuffer'd to come ver to SWiney — they 
« were very near being wholly laid aſide, or, 
c at leaſt, the Uſe of their Labour was to be 
« ſwallow'd up, in the pretended Merit of 
“ Singing, and Dancing.” 

What follows, relates to the Ditficulties in 
dealing wich the then impracticable Manager, 


« And chough your Lordſhip's Tender- 


% 


«© neſs of oporeiting, is ſo very juſt, that vou 


& have ratlier Rar wo convince a Man of vou! 


© god Intentions th him, than to do hun even 


« 2 Service againſt his Will; vet ſince your 
«© Lordiiiip has to happy begun the Eſtabliſh- 
« ment of the {eraruitc Diverſions, we live in 
« hope, that the lame ſuſtice, and Reſolution, 
& wiil {1511 perſuade you, to go as ſucceſsfully 
« through with it. But while any Man is ſuf- 
ee fer'd to confound the Induſtry, and Uſe of 
« them, by acting publickly, in oppolition, to 
1 Lordthip's equal Intentions, under a 
« fille, and intricate Pretence of not being 
© able to comply with them; the Town is like- 
© ly to be more entertain'd with the private 
© Niflenhons, than the publick Performance of 
either, and the Actors, in a perpetual Fear, 
© and Neceſſitv oi petitioning your Lordthip 
% every Seaſon, for new Relief. 


such was t!:s State of the Stare, immediate- 
Iv preceding ii time of Mr. Brett's being ad- 
mitted a jo1:t Pateinee, who, as he law, with 
clearer Eve „at We. tz evident Intercit, left 
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no proper Meafurcs unattempted, to make this, 
lo long deſpair'd-of, Union practicable, The 
moſt apparent Ditticulty to be got over, in this 
Affair, was, what could be done for Swwney, 
in conſideration of his being oblig'd to give up 
thote Actors, whom the Power and Choice of 
the Lord-Chamberlain, had the Year before, 
{ct him at the Head of, and by whoſe Ma- 
nagement, thoſe Actors had found themſclves 
in a proſperous Condition. But an Accident, 
at this time, happily contributed, to make that 
Matter eaty. The Inclination of our People 
of Quality for foreign Operas, had now reach'd 
the Ears of [taly, and the Credit of their Taſte 
had drawn over from thence, without any 
more particular Invitation, one of their capital 
Singers, the famous Signior Covaliers Nics- 
lint : From whole Arrival, and the Impa- 
tience of the Town, to hear him, it was con- 
cluded, that Operas, being, now, fo completely 
provided, could not fail of Succeſs; and that, 
by making Stoiney ſole Director of them, the 
Profits mutt be an ample Compenſation, for 
his Reſignation of the Actors. This Matter 
being thus adiuſted, by Swney's Acceptance ot 
the Opera only to be perform'd at the Har- 
Market Houſe ; the Actors were all order'd to 
return to Drury-Lane, there to remain (under 
the Patentees) her Majefty's only Company ot 
Comedians, 
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A frort Fiew of the Opera, when firfl divided 
from the Comedy. Plays: recover tirir Cre- 
d Patintce uncaſy at Heir Suc— 
ceſs. I r. The Oceaſan of Chu Brett's 
throw: up bis Share in the Patent. The 
Cenſeguruces of it, Anrvcdotes of Goodman 
the AT, The Rate of. favourite Atlors, in 
tis Timo, The Patentices, by end avouring to 
reduce their Price, ble them all a ſecond time. 
The principal Comedians return ta the Hay- 
Market zn Sas 1th Swiney, They alter 
that Theatre. The 6r1ginal and proſint Form 
of the Theatre in Drury Lane, compar'd. 
Operas full gf. The Occalim 5 $44 Farther 
Oer ian upon them. The TINY dif 
PP fs" { of Drury '-Lane Tho Mr. Col- 
lier, ws a new Licen e, * ads the Remains 
of that Company. 


LAYS, and Operas, being thus eſta- 
bliſhed, upon ſeparate Intereſts, they were 

now left, to make the deſt of their way, into 
Favour, by — a ferent Merit. Although 
the Opcra is not a Plant of our Native Growth, 
nor What our plainer Appetites are fond of, and 
1s of 10 IE. a Nature, that without excel- 
ive Charge, it cannot live Jon? among us ; eſpe— 
cially while the niceſt Conn%i/ſours in Mutick 
fall 
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fall into ſuch various Here! 2s in Taſte, every 
Sect pretending to be the true ne: Yet, as it 
is call'd a Theatrical Entertainment, and by 
its Alliance, or Neutrality, has more, or lef 
affected our Domeſtick Theatre, a ſhort View 
of its Progreis may be allow'd a Place in our 
Hiſtory. 

After this new Regulation, the firſt Opera 
that appear'd, was [';rr*%vs. Subſcriptions, at 
that time were not extended, as of late, to the 
whole Seaſon, but were limited to the firſt fix 
Days only of a new Opera. The chief Per- 
formers, in this, were Nis elini, Valentini, and 
Mrs. Toft: - and for the interior Parts, the 
beſt that were then to be found. Whatever 
Praiſes may have been given to the moſt fa- 
mous Voices, that have been heard fince Ni- 
colint 3 upon the whole, I ca nnot but come 
into the Opinion, that ſtill prevails among ſe- 
veral Perſons cf Condi tion, who are able to 
give a Reafon for their liking, that no Singer, 
fince his Time, has {0 Juſt ly, and gracefully 
acquitted himſolf, in whateve! Ch aracter he ap- 
pear'd, as Nicgiini. At moſt, tie Difference be- 
tween him, and the greatc ſt Favourite of the 


E1S 


Ladies, Farinell;, amounted but to tiiis, that 
he might ſometimes more exquiſitely ſurprize 


us, but Nec: (by pleaſing the Eye, as well as 
the Ear) fill'd us with a more various, and 
rational Delight, Whether in this Excellence, 
he has ſince had any Competitor, perhaps, will 


be better jude'd by what the C: Seal Cenior of 
Great Britain lays of him in his 115th To tler, 
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& Nicolini ſets off the Character he bears in 
* an Opera, by his Action, as much as he does 
* the Words of it, by his Voice; every Limb, 
* and Finger, contributes to the Part he acts, 
e infomuch that a deat Man might go along 
« with him in the Sentc of it. There is ſcarce 
* beautiful Poſture, in an old Statue, which 
* he does not plant himſc!f in, as the different 
« Circumſtances of the Story give occaſion for 
* it. He performs the moſt ordinary Action, 
% in a manner ſuitable to the Greatneſs of his 
e Character, and ſhews the Prince, even in 
* the giving of a Letter, or diſpatching of a 
« Metlage, Sc.“ 

His Voice at this firſt Time of being among 
us, (for he made us a fecond Viſit when it was 
impair'd had all that ſtrong, clear, Sweetnels 
of Tone, ſo lately admir'd in Sengſus. A blind 
Man could ſcarce have diſtinguiſh'd them; but 
in Volubility of Throat, the former had much 
the Superiority, This jo exccilent Performer's 
Agreement was Eight Hundred Guineas for the 
Year, which is but an eighth Part more, than 
half the Sum that has ſince been ziven, to ſe- 
veral, that could never totally turpaſs him: 
The Contequence of which is, that the Loſſes 
by Operas, for ſeveral Scaſons, to the End of 
the Year 1738, have been to great, that thoſe 
Gentlemen of Quality, who latt undertook the 
Direction ol them, found it ridiculous any 
longer to entertain the Publick, at ſo extrava- 
gant an Expence, while no one particular Per- 
ton thought himſelf oblig'd by it. 

Mrs, 
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e Niegliui ſets off the Character he bears in 
an Opera, by his Action, as much as he docs 
«© the Words of it, by his Voice z CYCTY Limb, 
« and Finger, contributes to the Part he acts, 
* inſomuch that a deat Man might go along 
« with him in the Sente of it, There is ſcarce 
« a beautiful Poſture, in an old Statue, which 
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© in 2 manner ſuitable to the Greatneſs of his 


© Character, and fhews the Prince, even in 
<* the giving of a Letter, or diſpatching of a 
« Meſlage, G.“ 

Iis Voice at this firſt Time of being among 
t when it was 
impair d had ail that ſtrong, clear, Swectneſs 
of Tone, 10 lately admir'd in Serzf#29. A blind 
Man could tcarce have diſtinguiſh'd them; but 
in Volubility of Throat, the former had much 
the Superiority, Thi; 10 excellent Performer's 
Agreement was Eight IIundred Guineas for the 
Year, which is but an eighth Part more, than 
half the Sum that has ſince been ziven, to ſe- 
veral, that could never totally tarpaſs him: 
The Contequence of which is, that the Loſſes 
by Operas, for feveral Seaſons, to the End of 
the Year 1738, have been 1o great, that thoſe 
Gentlemen ot Quality, who latt undertook the 
Direction ol them, found it ridiculous any 
longer to entertain the Publick, at ſo exirava- 
gant an Expence, while no one particular Per- 
ton thought himiclt oblig'd by it. 


us, (for he made us a ſecond Vit! 
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Mrs. Teyts, who took her firſt Grounds of 
Muſick here in her own Country, before the 
Italian Taſte had fo highly prevail'd, was then 
not an Adept in it: Yet whatever Defect the 
faſhionably Skilful might find in her manner, 
ſhe had, in the general Senſe of her Specta- 
tors, Charms that few of the moſt learned 
Singers ever arrive at. The Beauty of her fine 
propurtion'd Figure, and exquititcly ſweet, filver 
Tone of her Voice, with that peculiar, rapid 
Swiftneſs of her Throat, were Perfections not 
to be imitated by Art, or Labour. Valentin: 
I have already mention'd, therefore need only 
fay farther of him, that though he was every 
way interior to Nicgliui, yet as he had the Ad- 
vantage of giving us our firſt Impreſſion of a 
good Opera Singer, he had ſtill his Admirers, 
and was of great Service in being ſo ſkilful + 
Second to his Superior. 

Three ſuch excellent Performers, in the ſame 
kind of Entertainment at once, England till 
this Tune had never ſeen: Without any far- 
ther Compariton, then, with the much dearer 
bought, who have ſucceeded them; their No- 
velty, at leaſt, was a Charm that drew vaſt 
Audiences of the fine World after them. S 
their ſole Director was proſperous, and in one 
Winter, a Gainer by them of a moder ite 
younger Brother's Fortune, But as Muſick 
by ſo protuic a Diſpenſation of her Beauties, 
could not always fupply our dainty Appetites, 
with equal Variety, nor for ever pleaſe us 
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with the ſame Obiects; the Opera, after one 
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every Day difcovrer'd to our Satiety, Imper— 
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almoſt unavoidable. Such a Choice of Actors 


added a Richneſs to every good Plav, as it 
was, then, ſerv'd up, to the public: Enter- 
tainment : The common People crowded to 
1 * 4 A / * 9 110 fa ' 1 * 1 1 
them, with a more jovous Expectation, and 
thoſe of the higher Taſte, return'd to thei, as 
to old Acquaintances, with new D-tires, after a 
long Abſence. In a Word, all Parties ſeem'd 
better pleas'd, but he, who one might imagine 
had moſt Reaſon to be fo, the (lately) ſole ma- 
* ow 1 3 

naging Patentec. He, indeed, ſaw his Power 
daily mould'ring from his own IIands, into 
thoſe of Mr, Brett; whoſ: Gentlemanly man- 
ner of making every one's Bulinels caty to him, 
threw their old Miter under a Diſregard, 
which he had not bcc! us'd to, nor could with 
all his happy Change of Affairs, ſupport. Al- 
tough this grave Theatrical Muiniſtcr, of 

whom 
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whom I have been oblig'd to make ſuch fre— 
quent mention, had acquired the Reputation 
of à molt protound Politician, by being often 


| incomprehenſible, yet I am not ture, that Eis 
| Conduct at this Juncture, gave us not an e- 
vident Proof, that he was, like other frail Mor- 
tals, morc a Slave to his Paſſions, than his In- 
| tereſt; for no Creature ever ſeem'd more 
| fond of Power, that fo little knew how 5 
| ule it, to his Profit and Reputation; otherwite 
| he could not poſſibly have been ſo diſcontented, 
| in his lecure and proſperous dtate of the Theatre, 
as to reſolve, at all Hazards, to deitroy it. We 
ſhall now ſee what infallible Meaſares he took, 
to bring this laudable Scheme to Perfection. 
| He plainly faw, that as this difagreeable Pro- 
| tperity was chiefly owing to the Conduct of 
| Mr. Brett, there could be no hope of recover- 
| ing the Stage to its former Confuſion, but by 
| finding ſome effectual Means to make Mr. Brett 
| weary of his Charge: The moſt probable 
| he could, for the preſent, think of, in this 
| Diſtreſs, was to call in the Adventurers (whom 
| tor many Years, by his Defence in Law, he 
| had kept out) now to take care of their vi- 
| fibly improving Intereſts. This ſair Appear- 
| ance of Equity, being known to be his own | 
Propoſal, he rightly gueſs'd would incline 
| theſe Adventurers, to torm a Majority of Votes 


on his Side, in all theatrical Queſtions ; and 
conſequently become a Check upon the Pow 
er of Mr. Brett, who had ſo vitibly alienatea 
the Hearts of his theatrical Subjects, and now 
began to govern without him. When the Ad- 
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* [ having recommend— 
cd himtelf to them, by propoſing to make 
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ſoon weary of the little Profit, and great 
Plague it gave him. Now, though theſe 
migiut be all notabhle Expedients, yet I can- 
not lay they wou'd have wholly contributed to 
Mr. Brett's quitting his Poſt, had not a Mat- 
ter of much ſtronger Moment, an unexpected 
1: [/pute between him, and Sir Thomas Skrpaeith, 

led with him to lay it down: For in the 
det this flouriſhing State of the Patent, Mr. 
uus ſurpriz'd with a Subpcena into Chan- 


— bod 
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his Bill, that the Cc nveyance he had made of hi 

Intereſt in the Patent, to Mr. Brett, Was only 
intended in Truit, (Whatever the Intent might 
be, the Deed iti, which I then read, made no 
mention of airy Truſt whatever.) But whether 
Mr. Brett, as Sir Thomas farther aſſerted, had 
previouſly, or after the Deed was fign'd, given 
his Word of Honour, that if he ſhould ever 
make the Stage turn te any Account, or Profit, 
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adfulutely denv'd his receiving this Afiignmeit, 
chher in Trutt, or upon any limited Condition, 
of what kind ſocrer; vet he made no tarther 
Defence ia the Cauſe. But fince he found Sir 
Thomas had thouaht fit, on any Account, to 


. =. a... it 8 9 2 97. RR. 
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being hiniſelf conſcious, that, as the World 
knew, he had paid no Conſideration for it: 
his keeping it might be miſconſtrued, or not 
fivourably ipoken of; or perhaps finding, tho' 
the Profits were great, they were conſtantly 
{wallow'd up (as has been ob& v'd) by t 
previous Satisfaction of old Debts, he grew fo 
tir d of the Plague, and Troub! 


* 

8 ble, the whole 
Affair had given him, and was likely till to 
engage him in, that in a few Week: after, he 
withdrew himſelf, from all Concern With +; 
Theatre, and quietly left Sir Tema to Fd 
his better Account in it. And thus fc 
undecided Right, till upon the Demi 
Ilias, Nr. Brett being allow'd the Ct: Irs 
he had been at, in this Attendance, nd Protc- 


cution of the Union, reconvey'd this Sliare 14 


"IX 8 1140. 
5 6 * 1 © 5 , . , 
the Patent to Sir George Ai], the Son, ai. 
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Our Politici. n, the old Patentee, havi a 
thus fortunately got rid of Mr. Brett, who had 
lo raihly brought the Patent once more to be. 
pre fitable Tenure, was tow again at Libert; 


to chuſe rather to loſe all, than not to have it 


all to hinmſelt. 1 2 [ 
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tiuce or tour of their beſt Actors, whole 
il-will, muſt naturally make a wide Dif- 
terence, in their profitable, or ufelcets manne: 
of ſervins them: While the principal are kept 
13 bly city, the lower Claſs can never be 
nne, without hurting themſelves : But 
wWIcn a valuable Actor is hardiy treated, the 
latter matt be a very cunning Man, that finds 
Account in it. We ſhail now ſee how far 
Experience will verify this Obſervation. 
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being reſtor'd to their former abſolute Power, 


ever, this, now, only Company, choſe rather 
% govern it by the Reverie of the Method I 
have recommended: For tho' the daily Charge 
of their united Company amounted not, by a 
good deal, to what either of the two Com- 
„ now in Dr#-y-Lane, or Cxvent-Gard*/, 
ingly, aries; they notwithſtanding fell into 
their former Politicks, of thinking every Shil- 
ling taken from a hired Actor, fo much clear 
Gain to the Proprietor : Many of their People, 
therefore, were actually, if not injudiciouſly, 
reduced in their Pay, and others given to un- 
derſtand, the fame Fate was deſign'd them; of 
which laſt Number I, myſelf, was one; which 
occurs to my M-mory, by the Aniwer I made 
to one of the Adventurers; who, in Juſtifica- 
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tion of their intended Procecding told me, 
that my Salary, tho' it ſhould be lefs, than it 
was, by ten Shillings a Week, would fill be 
more than ever Goodman had, who was a bet- 
ter Actor, than I could pretend to be: To 
which I reply'd, This may be true, but then 
you know, vir, it is as true, that Goodman was 
forced to go upon the High-way for a Liveli- 
hood. As this was a known Fact of G- 
man, my mentioning it, on that Occaſion, I 
believe, was of Service to me; at leaſt my Sa- 
lary was not reduced after it, To fay a Word 
or two more of Gzcadman, ſo celebrated an 
Actor, in his Time, perhaps may fet the Con- 
duct of the Patentees in a clearer Light. Tho' 
Goodman had left the Stage, before I came to 
it, I had ſome flight Acquaintance with him. 
About the Time of his being expected to be an 
Evidence againſt Sir 7%. Fenwick, in the Aſ- 
ſaſſination-Plot, in 1696, I happen'd to mect 
him at Dinner, at Sir Tomas Skipnorth's, who, 
as he was an agreeable Companion himſelt, 
liked Ge:dman for the fame Quality, Here it 
was, that Go9dman, without Diſyuite, or ipar- 
ing himſelf, fell into a laughing Account of 
ſeveral looſe Paſſages of bis younger Lite; as 
his being expell'd the Univertity of Can ridge, 
for being one of the hot-headed Sparks, who 
were concern'd in the cutting, and defacing 
the Duke of Minmoauth's Picture, then Chan- 
cellor of that Place. But. this Ditgrace, it 
ſeems, had not diiqualifed him for the Stage; 
which, like the Sca-Service, refuſes no Man, 
for his Morals, that is able-bodied . There, as 
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Actor, he toon grew into a different Repu- 
ton; but whatever his Merit might be, the 
y of a Lired Hero, in thoſe Days, was ſo 
v low, that he was forced, it ſcems, to 
ke the Air (as he call'd it) and borrow what 
Money the firſt Man he met, had about him. 
But this bein his firſt Exploit of that kind, 
which the Scantineſs of his theatrical Fortune 
had reduced him to, King James was prevail'd 
upon, to parton him: Which Gcamen 11d, 
was doing Im ſo particular an Honour, that 
no Mai chuld wonder, if his Acknowledament 
had carried him, a little farther, than ordinarr, 
into the Intercit of that Prince: Eut as he had, 
lately, been out of Luck, in backing his old 
Matter, he had now no way to get home the 
Liſe he was out, upon his Account, but by 
| 
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eing under the fame Obligations to King 
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Another Anecdote of him, though not quite 
o diſhonourably cnterprizing, which I] had 
trom his own Mouth, at a difterent Time, 
Will equally ſhew, to what low ſhifts in Life, 
the pour Proviten for good Actors, under the 
early Government of the Patent, reduced them. 
In the younger Days of their Heroiim, Captain 
GY 7, and Goimaen were confined by their 
moderate Salaries, to the Oeconomy of lying 
together, in the ſame Bed, and having but one 
hole Shirt between them: One of them be- 
ing under the Obligation of a Rendezvous, 
with a fair Lady, inſiſted upon his wearing it, 
out ot his Turn, which occaſion'd fo high 
a Ditpute, that the Combat was imme- 
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diately- demanded, and accordingly thei 


ly 
tenſions to it, were decided by 
upon the Spot, in the Room, where they lay 
But whether Clyzus, or Alexander was obliged 
to fee no Company, till a worle could be 
waſh'd for him, ſeems not to be a material 
Point in their Hiſtory, Gr tO my Purp e. 

By this Rate of Gegdman 
Time of his quitting the Stage, never had 
more, than what is call'd forty Shillings a 
Week, it may be judg'd, how cheap the La- 
bour of Actors had been formerly; and the 
Patentees thought it a Folly to continue the 
higher t'rice, (which their Diviſions had fin 
raiſed them to) now there was but one Market 
for them ; but alas! they had forgot their for- 
mer fatal Miſtake of ſquabbling with their 
Actors, in 1695 ; nor did they make any Al- 


N 


till the 


, Who, 


lowance for the Changes and Operations ory 


Time, or enough contider the. Intereſt the 
Actors had in the Lord Chamberlain, on whoſe 
Protection they might always rely, 
Decrees had been lets reſtrain'd 
than thoſe of a Lord Chanccllor, 
In this miſtaken View of their Intereſt, the 
Patentees, by treating their Actors as Enemies, 
really made them ſo: And when once the 
Maſters of a kired Company think not their 
Actors Hearts as necci.iry, as their Hards, 
they cannot be ſaid to have agreed for above 
half the Work they are able to do in a Dav : 
Or, it an unexpected Succeſs hould, notwith- 
ſtanding, make the Profits, in anv groſs Dit- 


and who 
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Wages will always have ſomething worte, tha: 
a Murmur, at the Head of them, that will 
not only meaſure the Merit of the Actor, - by 
the Gains of the Proprietor, but will never na- 
turally be quiet, till every Scheme of getting 
into Property has been tried, to make the Ser- 
vant his own laſter: And this, as far as Ex- 
perience can make me judge, will always be, 
in either of theſe Cates, the State of our Eng- 
[i/> Theatre, What Truth there may be, in 
this Obfervation, We are now coming to a 
Proot Of. | 

To enumerate all the particular Acts of 
Power, in which the Patentces daily bore 
hard, upon 24:5, now only Company of Actors, 
might be as tedious, as unneceffary ; I ſhall 
therefore come, at once, to their moiſt mate- 
rial Grievance, upon which they grounded 
their Complaint to the Lord Chamberlain, who, 
in the Mar following, 1709, took eſfectual 
Mea ſures for their Relief. 


The Patentees obſerving that the Benefit- 


* 1 


lays oi the Actors, towards the latter End of 


| 
the Searon, brought the molt crowded Audi- 
ences in the Year; began to think their own 
Intercits too much neglected, by theſe partial 
| of the Town, to their Actors; and 
therefore judg'd, it would not be impolitick, 
in ſuch wholcſome annu l Profits, to have 

Fellow-fecling with them. Accordingly, an 
Indults was laid of one Third, out of the Pro- 
fits of every Bencfit, tor the proper Uſe, and 
Behoot of the Patent. But, that a clear ſudg- 
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* 
ſhip of this Impoſition, it will be neceſfary to 
ſhew from whence, and from what Caules, 
the Actors Claim to Benefits orivinally pro- 
ceeded. 

During the Reign of King Carls, an Ac- 
tor's Benefit had never been heard of. The 
firſt Indulgence of this kind, was given to Mrs, 
Barry (as has been formerly obſerved) in King 
James Time, in Conſideration of the extra- 
ordinary Applauſe, that had followed her Per- 
formance : But there this Favour reſted, to her 
alone, till after the Diviſion of the only Com- 
pany in 1695, at which Time the Patentees 
were ſoon reduced to pay their Actors, half in 
good Words, and half in ready Money, In 
this precarious Condition, ſome particular Ac- 
tors (however binding their Agreements might 
be) were too poor, or too wiſe to go to Law 
with a Lawyer; and therefore rather choſe to 
compound their Arrears, for their being ad- 
mitted to the Chance of having them made 
up, by the Profits of a Benefit-Play. Thi: 
Expedient had this Conſequence ; that the Pa- 
tentees, tho' their daily Audiences, might, and 
did ſometimes, mend, ſtill kept the ſhort Sub- 
ſiſtance of their Actors, at a ſtand, and grew 
more ſteady in their Reſolution fo to keep them, 
as they found them leſs apt to mutiny, while 
their Hopes of being clear'd off, by a Beneſit, 
were depending. In a Yezr, or two, theſe 


Benchts grew ſo advantugcou a that they be- 
O 
* 


came, at laſt, the chief Article, in every Actor's 
Agreement, 
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Now though the Agreements of thete un 
ted Actors, I am ſpeaking Cf in 199 „ WETE 


as yet, only Verbal ; yet that made no Ditte- 
rence in the honett Obligation, to keen them: 
But, as Honour 
but a loote hold 

tentees rather chaſe to give it the flip, and 
went on with their Work without it. No Ac- | 
tor, therefore, could have his Benefit fix'd, 
'till he had firſt fign'd a Paper, fignitving his 
voluntary Acceptance of it, upon tlie, above, 
Conditions, any Claims from Cuſtom, to the 
contrarv, notwiihitanding. Several at firit re- 
fus d to ſigu this Paper; upon which the next 
in Rank were oficr'd on the fame Conditions, 


L „ 
* * * * * | ; \,? " : i 4 | 1 . 
AL 1114 tune & oel Y | 1) lav 
18 


ot 1 ** . . 1 x i + | * j 
C1 Lien neee, De So 


to come beturc the Refutcrs ; this ftriuart Exve- | 
dient got ſome few of the Feartul the Prefe- 

* * . * 2 ö - * * i 
rencs to New Semors; wn, at laſt, [jcenig the | 


Time was too ſhort for a preſent Remedy, and 
that they muſt cither come into the | Out, OT | 
lote their Tide, were forc'd to com! ly, Wich | 
what, they, as yet, filentiy, reſented as the ſe- | 
choſe to let the principal Benefits be over, that 
their Grievances might well into foinc Bulk, 
before they made any Application for Redrets 
to the Lord-Chamberiain ; who, upon hcar- 
ing their general Complaint, order'd the Paten- 
tees to ſhew cauſe, why their Benefits had been 
diminiſh'd one Third, contrary to the com- 
mon Uſage ? The Patcntecs pleaded the ſigu'd 
Agreement, and the Actors Receipts of the 
other two Third:, in fill Sati-faction, But 
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theſe were prov'd to have been exacted from 
them, by the Methods already mentioned. 
They notwithſtanding infift upon them as law- 
ful. But as Law, and Equity do not always 
agree, they were look'd upon as unjuſt, and 
arbitrary. Whercupon the Patentces were warn'd 
at their Peril, to refuſe the Actors full Satisfac- 
tion. But here it was thought necefſary, that 
Judgment ſhould be for ſome time reſpited, 
till the Actors, who had leave fo to do, could 
form a Body ſtrong enough to make the Incli- 
nation of the Lord- Chamberlain to relieve them, 
practicah.e, 

Accordingly Steinev who was then ſole Di- 
rector of the Opera only) had Permiſſion to en- 
ter into a private Treaty, with ſuch of the uni- 
ted Actors in Drury-Lane, as might be thought 
ft to head a Company 


(43 


5 
] 


under their Gown Ma- 
nagement, and to be Sharers with him in the 
Hay - Market, The Actors choſen for this 
Charge, were Vils, Degget, Mrs. Clafield, 
and Mytelt, But, before I procecd, leſt it 
ſhould ſeem furprizing, that neither Brtterton, 
Mrs. Barry, Mrs. Braceg:7cls, or /*5:th, were 
Parties in this Treaty; it mult be obterv'd, 
that Beſterton was now feventy-three, and ra- 
ther choſe, with the Infirmitie, of Age, upan 
him, to rely on ſuch Salary, as might be ap- 


pointed him, than to involve himiecif, in the 
Cares, and Hurry, that mult uns veidably at- 
tend the Regulation of 2 new Company. As 


to the two celebrated Actreſſ-: | Have named, 
this has been my fir proper Occ hon of mak- 
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ing it known, that they had both quitted the 
Stage the Year hefe this Tranſaction wa 
thought of. And Biatb, as yet, was icarce 
out of his Minority ++ an Actor, or only in the 
Promiie of that Reputation, which in about 
four or five Years atter, he happily arriv'd at, 
However, at this Juncture, he was not ſo far 
overlook'd, as not to be ofter'd a valuaile Ad- 
dition to his Salary : But this he dectin'd, be— 
ing, while the Patentees were under this Dit- 
treis, as much, it not more, in tavuur, with 
their chief Manager, as a Scheinatiſt, than as 
an Actor: Aud indeed he appear'd, to my 
Judgment, more mclin'd to riſigue his Fortune 
in Drury-Lanc, where he thould have no Ri- 
val in Parts, or Power, than on any Terms to 
embark in the Ter- Market ; where he was fure 
to meet with Opponents in both, Ilowever 
this his Separation from our Intereit, when our 
All was at ſtake, afterwards kept his Atvance- 
ment, to a Share with us, in our more ſuc— 
ceſsful Days, longer poſtpon'd, than otherwile 
it probably might have been. 

When Mrs. O/dfield was neminatcd as a joint 
Sharer, in our new Agreement to be mad 
with Steiney; Degget, who had no Obicdtion 
to her Merit, inſiſted that our Afﬀirs could 
never be upon a ſecure Foundation, if there 
was more, than one Scxyadmitted to the Ma- 
nagement of them. He therctore hop'd, that 
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Mrs. Oldfield recciv'd it rather as a Favour, 
than a Diſobligation : Her Demand therefore 
were Two Hundred Pounds a Year certain, 
and a Benefit clear of all Charges; which 
were readily ſign'd to. Her Eatinels on this 
Occaſion, tome Years after, when our Eſta- 
bliſhment was in Proſperity, made us, with 
leſs Reluctancy, advance her Two Hundred 
Pounds, to Three Hundred Guincas Pt r An- 
num, with her uſual Beneiit, which upon an 
Average for teveral Years, at leaſt, doubled that 
Sum. 

When a ſutficient Number of Actors were 
engag' d, under our Contederacy with Swrncy, 
it was then judg'd a proper tine, for the Lord- 


— 


Chamberlain's Power, to operate, which, by 
lying above a Month dormaiit, had ſo far re- 
cover'd the Patentees, from any Apprehenfions 
of what might fall upon them, from their late 
Uſurpations on the Benefits of the Actors, that 
they began to ſet their Marks upon thoſe who 
had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, in the Applica- 
tion for Redreſs. Several little Diſgraces were 
put upon them; particularly in the Ditpoſal 
of Parts, in Plays to be reviv'd, and as viſi— 
ble a Partiality was ſhewn 1n the Promotion of 
thoſe in their Intereſt, though their Endea- 
vours to ſerve them could be of no extraord;- 
nary uſe, How often does Hiſtory ſhew us, 
in the tame State of Courts, the fame Poli- 
ticks have been practis d? All this while, the 
other Party were paſtiveiy ſilent; till one 
Day, the Actor who particularly ſolicited their 

Cavie, 
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Cauſe, at the Lord-Chamberlain's Othce, be— 
ing on there the Order ſign'd, for abſolute- 
y Uleneing the Patentees, and ready to be 
terv'd, flew back with the News to his Com- 
pants, then at a Rehearſil, in which he 
had been wanted; when being call'd to hi. 
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COMPrenend his myſterious manner of Speak- 
| 


ing, had juſt a Glimpſe of Terror enough 
from the Words, to foften his Reproot into a 
cold amal Declaration, That if he vu not 
4% bis Bork, be fuld nut be paid. — But now, 
to complete the Cataitroph 
cat Comma tions, enters the Meffenger, with 
the Order 0; Silence in his Hand, whom the 
agg TY 


mc Ag oiicioutly introduc'd, telling the 
Patentee, that the Gentleman wanted to ſpcak 
vith hin, from the Lord-Chamberlain. When 
the Mcftenger had delivered the Order, the 
Actor throwing his FHcad over his Shoulder, 
towards the Patente, in the manner of Shake- 
tears Hurry the Linith to Cardinal Wiſes, 
cry! — Read ver tat and n — ts Breab- 

b, T That Appetit you may, Tho" theſe 
Words might be ſpoken, in too vindictive, 


and 
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and inſulting 2 manner, to be commended ; yet 
from the Fullncts of a Heart injuriouſly treated, 
and now reliev'd by that inſtant Occation, why 
might they not be pardon d? 

The Authority of the Patent now no longer 
ſubſiſting, all the contederate Actors immedi— 
ately waik'd out of the Houſe, to which they 
never return'd, *till they became themicives the 
Tenants, and Matters of it. 

Hecre again, we fee an higher 4a ance of the 
Authority of a Lord-Chaunberlain, than any 
Gt thotc 1 have cliewhere mentie — From 
whence. that Power might be deriv'd, as 1 
have a he ſaid, I am not Lawyer enough 
to know ; however it is evident that a Law- 
yer obcy'd it, though to his Coft ; which 
might incline one to think, that the Law was 
not clearly againſt it : Be that as it may, fince 
the Law has lately made it no longer a Que- 
ſtion, let us drop the Enquiry, and proceed to 
the Facts, which follow'd this Order, that 
ſilenc'd the Patent. 

From this laſt injudicious Diſagreement of 
the Patentces with their principal Actors, and 
from what they had ſuffered on the fame Oc- 

cation, in the Divition of their only Company 

in 1695, might we not imagine there was 
Ong of Infatuation, in their Manage- 
ment? For though J allow Actors, in gene- 
ral, when they are too much induig'd, or go- 
vern'd by an unſtc; dy Head, to be as unruly a 
Multitude as Power can be Plagucd with; 
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7et there is a Medium, which, if cautiouſly 
2 ob- 
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obſerved by a candid uſe of Power, making 
them always know, without feeling, their Su- 
perior, neither tufterng their Encroachments., 
nor invading their Rights, with an immove- 
able Adherence to tne accepted Laws, they arc 
to waik by; ſuch a Regulation, I fav, has ne- 
ver fail'd, in my Obſervation, to have made 


them a tractable, and profitable Society, If 


the Government of a well-cftablith'd Theatre 
were to he compar'd to that of a Nation; 
there is no one Act of Policy, or Miſconduct 
in the once, or the other, in which the Mana- 
ger might not, in ſome parallel Cafe (laugh, 
it you pleaſe) be equaliy appiauded, or con- 
demned with the Stateſman. Perhaps this 
will not be found ſo wild a Conceit, if you 
Hook into the 195d Tatler, Vol. 4. where the 
Affair; of the State, and thoſe of the very 
Stave, which I am now treating of, are, in a 
Letter from D::c45 the Promptor, compar'd, 
and with 4 great deal of Wit and Humour, 
ſet upon an equal Foot of Policy. The Let- 
ter is ſuppos'd to have been written, in the 
laſt Change of the Miniſtry in Queen Anne's 
Time. I will therefore venture, upon the Au- 
thority of that Author's Imagination, to carry 
the C. mpatiſon as high as it can poſſibly go, 
and fxv, That as I remember one of our 
Frinces, in the laſt Century, to have loſt his 
Crown, by too arbitrary a Uſe of his Power, 
thouzh he knew how fatal the ſame Meaſures 
had been to hi- unhappy Father before him; 
why hould we wonder, that the tame Paſſions 

| taking 
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taking Poſſeſſion of Men, in lower Lite, by an 
equally impolitick Uſage of their Theatrical 
Subjects, ſhould have involved the Pateutces, in 
proportionable Caiarmaties, 

During the Vacation, which immediately 


follow'd the Silence of the Patent, both Par- 


ties were at leiſure to torm their Schemes for 
the Winter: For the Patentee would till hold 
out, notwithſtanding his being fo rniſcrably 
maim'd, or over-match'd : He had no more 
Regard to Blows, than a blind Cock of ths 
Game ; he might be beaten, but would neve: 
yield, the Patent was ftill in his Poſſeſſion, 
and the Broad-Scal to it viſibly as freth as ever: 
Beſides, he had yet ſome Actors in his Service, 
at a much cheaper Rate' than thoſe who had 
left him, the Salaries of which laſt, now they 
would not work for him, he was not oblig'd 
to pay. In this way of thinking, he ſtill 
kept together ſuch, as had not been invited 
over to the Hav-Market, or had been influenc'd 
by Booth, to follow his Fortune to Drury- 
Lane. 

By the Patentee's keeping theſe Remains of 
his broken Forces together, it is plain, that he 
imagin's this Order of Silence, like others of 
the fame Kind, would be recall'd of courle, 
after a reaſonable time of Obedience had bcen 
paid to it: But, it ſeems, he had rely'd too 
nuch upon former Precedents ; nor had his 
Politicks yet div'd, into the Secret, that the 
Court Power, with which the Patent had been 
iv long, ard often at varzance, had new a 
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rm nt :o take the publick Diverſions more ab. 
foiucly into their own Hands: Not that I have 
v fironger Reatons for this Conjecture, than 
th.t ti Patent, never after this Order of Si- 
lence, get leave to play during the Queen's 
Rein. But upon the Acceſſion of his late 
Mete, Power having then a different Aſpect, 
the Patent tound no Difhculty in being per- 
mitted to cxercile its former Authority for 
acting Pl.ys, Ec. which, however from this 
time of their lying ſtill, in 1700, did not 
[1 Which the old Patentce ne— 
ver 1v'>& to ſce: For he dy'd about fix Weeks 
bee the new- built Theatre in Lancohn's- T1n- 
F: das open'd, where the firſt Play acted 
da the Nrciaiting Officer, under the Manage- 
ment of his Hens and Succeſſors. But of that 
The-t.e, it is not yet time to give any further 


Ihe fu Point refolv'd on, by the Come- 
dus now re-eſtabliſhed in the Hur- Market, 
was to a:ter the auditory Fart of their Thea- 
tte; the Inconveniencies of which have been 
tu .v enlarved upon in à former Chapter. What 
em oarrats'd them moſt in this Defign, was, 
their want of Time to do it in a more com- 
Peat manner than it now remains in, otherwiſe 
they had brought it, to the original Model of 
that in Drumy- Lane. only in 4 larger Propor- 
tion, a5 the wider Walls of it would require; as 
there are not many Spectators who may remem- 
ber whit Form the Drury-L,an” Theatre ſtood 
in, «bout forty Years ago, before the old Pa- 

tentce. 
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tentee, to make it hold more Money, took it 
in his Head to alter it, it were but Juſtice 
to lay the original Figure, which Sir Chri/to- 
pher Wren firſt gave it, and the Alterations of 
it, now ſtanding, in a fair Light; that equal 
Spectators may lee, if they were at their choice, 
which of the Structures would incline them 
to a Preference. But in this Appeal, I only 
ſpeak to ſuch Spectators as allow a good Play, 
well acted, to be the moſt valuable Entertain- 
ment of the Stage. Whether ſuch Plays (leav- 
ing the Skill of the dead, or living Actors 
cqually out of the Queſtion) have heen more, 
or leſs, recommended in their Preſentation, 
by either of theſe differeent Forms of that 
Theatre, is our preſent Matter of Enquiry. 

I muſt be obſerved then, that the Area, or 
Platform of the old Stege, projected about 
four Foot forwarder, in a Semi-oval Figure, 
parallel to the Benches of the Pit; and that 
the former, lower Doors of Entrance for the 
Actors were brought down between the two 
foremoſt (and then only) Pilaſters ; in the Place 
of which Doors, now the two Stage-Boxes 
are fixt. That where the Doors of Entrance 
now are, there formerly ſtood two additional 
Side-Wings, in front to a fuil Set of Scenes, 
which had then almoſt a double Effect, in their 
Loftineſs, and Magnificence. 

By this Original Form, the uſual Station of 
the Actors, in almoſt every Scene, was ad- 
vanc'd at leaſt ten Foot nearer to the Audt- 
ence, than they now can be ; becauſe, not on- 
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ly from the Stage's being ſhorten'd, in front, 
but likewiſe from the additional Interpoſition 
of thoſe Stage-Boxcs, the Actors (in reſpect to 
the Spectators, that fill them) are kept fo 
much more backward from the main Audience, 
than they us'd to be: But when the Actors 
were in Poſſeſſion of that forwarder Space, to 
advance upon, the Voice was then more in the 
Centre of the Houſe, ſo that the moſt diſ- 
tant Ear had ſcarce the leaſt Doubt, or Diffi- 
culty, in hearing what fell from the weakeſt 
Utterance : All Objects were thus drawn near- 
er to the Senſe; every painted Scene was 
{tronger ; every grand Scene and Dance more 
exterucded; every rich or fine-coloured Habit 
had a more lively Luſtre: Nor was the mi- 
nutcit Motion of a Feature (properly changing 
with the Paſſion, or Humour it ſuited} ever 
loft, as they frequently muſt be in the Ob- 
ſcurity of too great a Diſtance: And how va- 
luable an Advantage the Facility of hearing 
diſtinctly, is to every well-acted Scene, every 
common Spectator is a Judge. A Voice (carce 
raiſed above the Tone of a Whiſper, either in 
Tenderneſs, Refignation, innocent Diſtreſs, or 
Jealouty fuppreſs'd, often have as much con- 
cern with the Heart, as the moſt clamorous 
Pattions; and when on any of theſe Occaſi- 
ons, ſuch affecting Speeches are plainly heard, 
or loſt, how wide is the Difference, from the 
orcat or little Satisfaction received from them? 
To all this, a Maſter of a Company may ſay, 
Ino receive Ten Pounds more, than could 
have 
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have been taken formerly, in every full Houſe! 
Not unlikely. But might not his Houſe be 
oftener full, if the Auditors were oftcner 
pleas'd ? Might not every bad Houle too, by 
a Poſſibility of being made every Day better, 
add as much to one Side of his Account, as it 
could take from the other ? if what 1 have 
ſaid, carries any Truth in it, why might not 
the original Form of this Theatre be reſtor'd ? 
but let this Digreſſion avail what it may, the 
Actors now return'd to the Hay-Mear het, as I 
have obſerv'd, wanting nothing but length of 
Time to have zovern'd their Alteration of that 
Theatre, by this original Model of Drur; 
Lane, which I have recommended. As their 
time therefore was ſhort, they made their beſt 
uſe of it; they did ſomething to it: They 
contracted its Wideneſs, by three Ranges of 
Boxes on each Side, and brought down its enor- 
mous high Ceiling, within ſo proportionable a 
Compals, that it effectually cur'd thoſe hollow 
Undulations of the Voice formerly complain'd 
of. The Remedy had its Effect; their Audi- 
ences exceeded their Expectation. There was 
now no other Theatre open againſt them; 
they had the Town to themſelves ; they we rc 
their own Maſters, and the Profits of their In- 
duſtry came into their own Pockets, 

Yet with all this fair Weather, the Seaſon 
of their uninterrupted Proſperity was not yet 
arriv'd ; for the great Expence, and thinner 
Audiences of the Opera (ot which they then 
were equally Directors) was a conttant Draw- 

3 back 
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back upon their Gains, yet not fo far, but that 
their Income this Year was better than in 
their late Station at Drury-Lane, But by 
the ſhort Experience we had then had of 
Operas; by the high Reputation they ſeem'd to 
have been arriv'd at, the Year before ; by their 
Power of drawing the whole Body of Nobi- 
lity, as by E nchantment, to their Solemnities ; 
by that Prodigality of Expence, at which 
they were fo willing to ſupport them; and 
from the late extraordinary Profits Swine y had 
made of them ; what Mountains did we not 
hope trom this Mole-hill ? But alas ! the fairy 
Viſion was vaniſh'd, this Bridal Beauty was 
grown familiar to the general Taſte, and Sa- 
tiety began to make Excuſes for its want of 
Appetite : Or what is ſtill ſtranger, its late 
Admirers now as much valued their judgment, 
in being able to find out the Faults of the 
Performers, as they had before, in diſcovering 
their Excellencies. The Truth is, that this 
Kind ot Entertainment being ſo entirely ſen- 
ſual, it had no Tonne of getting the bet- 
ter of our Reaſon, but by its Novelty ; and 
that Novelty could never be ſupported but 
by an annual Change ot the beſt Voices, which 
like the fineſt Flowers bloom but for a Seaſon, 
and when that is over, are only dead Noſe-gays. 
From this Natural Cauſe, we have feen with- 
in theic two Years, even Fa-mel/; ſinging to 
an Audience of five and thirty Pounds; and 
yet, if common Fame may be credited, the 
lame Voice, to neglected in one Country, has 
in 
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in another had Charms ſufficient to make 
that Crown fit caſy on the Head of a Mo- 
narch, which the Jealonly of Politicians (who 
had their Views in his keeping it, ftear'd with- 
out ſome ſuch extraordinary Amuſement, Eis 
Saticty of Empire might tempt him, a ſecond 
time, to reſign. 


There is too, in the very Species of an Ta- 


lian Singer, ſuch an innate, fintiflici! Pride, 
and Caprice, that the Govern:n enem 
(here at leaſt) is almoſt impractic This 
Diſtemper, as we were not fufficicuty Wern'd, 


or apprized of, threw our muſical Affairs into 
Perplexities, we knew not eaſily how to get out 
of. There is ſcarce a ſenſible Auditor in the 
Kingdom, that has not, fince that time, had 
Occaſion to laugh at the ſeveral In *arces of 
it: But what is ſtill more ridiculov- thetic 
coltly Canary-Birds have ſometimes infe dd 
the whole Body of our dignified | overs of 
Muſick, with the ſame childith Animotith > : 
Ladies have been known to decline their 
Vilits, upon Account of their being of a dit- 
ferent muſical Party. Cofar, and Hauben mad 
not a warmer Diviſion, in the Roo, Republick, 
than thoſe Heroines, their Country Women, 
the Fa'/tina and Cug gani blew up in ont Com- 
mon-wealth, of Academical Xlufick, by their 
implacable Pretenſions to Superiority! And 
while this Greatneſs of Soul, is their unalter- 
able Virtue, it will never be practicable to make 
two capital Singers of the fame 8 

they ſhould do in one Opera, at the tame time 
no, not tho' England were to double the sums 
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t has already thrown after them: For ever 
in their own Country, where an extraordi- 
narv Occaſion has called a greater Number 


of their beſt, to ſing together, the Miſchief 


they have made has been proportionable ; an 
Inſtance of which, if I am rightly inform'd, 
happen'd at Parma, where upon the Cele- 
bration of the Marriage of that Duke, a Col- 


lection was made of the moſt eminent Voices, 


that Expence, or Intereſt, could purchaſe, to 
vive as complete an Opera, as the whole vocal 
Power of tay could ferm. But when it came 
to the Proof of this muſical Project, behold ! 
what woful Work they made of it ! every 
Performer would be a Cz/ar, or Nothing; their 
ſeveral Pretenſions to Preference were not to be 
limited within the Laws of Harmony ; they 
would all chooſe their own Songs, but not more 
to ſet off themſelves, than to oppote, or deprive 
another of an Occaſion to thine : Yet any one 
would ſing a bad Song, provided no body elſe 
had a good one, till at laſt, they were thrown 
together like ſo many feather'd Warriors, for a 
Battle-roval, in a Cock-pit, where every one 
was oblig'd to kill another, to ſave himſelf! 
What Pity it was theſe froward Miſſes, and 
Maiters of Muſick had not been engag'd to en- 
tertuin the Court of ſome King of Marocco, that 
could have known a good Opera from a bad 
one! with how much Eaſe would ſuch a Di- 
rector have brought them to better Order ? 
But alas! as'it has been ſaid of greater Things, 
'5 of ipſa Roma vx iribus rut, Hor. 
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; Imperial Ree fell, by the too great Strength 


of its own Citizens ! 50 fell this mighty Opera, 
ruin'd by the too great Excellency of its Singers! 
For, upon the whole, it proved to be as bar- 
baroutſly bad, as it Malice it ſelf had com- 
poled it. 

Now though ſomething of this kind, equal- 
ly provoking, has generally embarrats'd the 


| State of Operas, theſe thirty Years; yet it was 
| 


the Misfortune of the managing Actors, at the 


; FHlay-Market, to have felt the firſt Effects of 
itt: The Honour of the Singer, and the In- 


tereſt of the Undertaker, were ſo often at Va- 
riance, that the latter began to have but a bad 
Bargain of it, But not to impute more to the 
Caprice of thoſe Performers, than was really 
true, there were two difterent Accidents, that 
drew Numbers from our Audiences, before the 


pany permitted to act in Drury-Lane, and the 
long Trial of Doctor Sachewerel, in We/tmin/ter= 
Hall: By the way, it mult be obſerved, that 


' 
Seaſon was ended ; which were, another Com- 
' 
1 


— —)r—— — 


this Company was not under the Direction of 
the Patent (which continued till filenc'd} but 
| was (et up by a third Intereſt, with a Licenſe 
| from Court. The Perſon to whom this new 
| Licenſe was granted, was Wilkam Collier, Eſq; 
a Lawyer of an enterprizing Head, and a jo- 
| vial Heart; what fort of Favour he was in, 
with the People, then, in Power, may be 
| qudg'd, from his being often admitted to par- 
take with them thoſe detach'd Hours ot Lite, 
when Buſineſs was to give way to Pleaſure : 
I Bat 
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But this was not all his Merit, he was, at the 
ſame Time, a Member of Parliament for Tue 
in Corn wall and we cannot ſuppoſe a Perton 
fo qualified could be refuted ſuch a Trifle, as a 
Licenſe to head a broken Company of Actors. 
This ſagacious Lawyer, then, who had a Law- 
yer to deal with, obſerving that his Antagoniſt 
kept Poſſeſſion of a Theatre, without making 
uſe of it, and for which he was not obliged 
to pay Rent, unleſs he actually did uſe it, 
wiſely conceived it might be the Intereſt of the 
joint Landlords, fince "their Tenement was in 
0 precarious a Condition, to grant a Leaſe to 
one, who had an undiſputed Authority y, to be 
liable, by acting Plays in it, to pay the Rent 
of it; eſpecially when he tempted them with 
an Ofer of raiſing it from three, to tour 
Pounds per Diem. His Project ſucceeded, the 
Leaſe was fign'd ; but the Means of getting 
into P: ſeſſon were to be left to his own Colt, 
and Diicr<tion. This took him up but little 
Time, he me laid Siege to it, with a 
ſufficient Number of Forces, Whether lawleſs, 
or lawful, I forget, but they were ſuch as 
obliged the old Governor to give it up ; who, 
N« withſtanding had got Intelligence of * 
Approaches, and Deſign, time enough to carry 
off every thing, that was worth moving, ex- 
cept a great Number of old Scenes, and new 

Act. ro, that could not eafily follow him 
A ludicrous Account of thisTrantaction, under 


f:ctitivus Names, may be found in the goth 
Taler, Vol. Se. W hich thi: Ex! 7 Th . tl“ 1 ITHLY 
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now render more intelligible, to the Readers of | 
that agreeable Author. 
This other new Licenſe being now in Poſ- | 
ſeſſion of the Drury-Lane Theatre; thoſe | 
Actors, whom the Patentee, ever fince the Or- 
der of Silence, had retain d i in a State of In- | 
action, all to a Man came over to the Service | 
of Collier. Of theſe, Booth was then the chief. | 
The Merit of the reſt had as yet made no con- | 
ſiderable Appearance, and as the Patentec had | 
not left a Rag of their Cloathing behind him, | 
they were but poorly equip'd for a publick | 
Review ; conſequently, at their firſt Opening, 
they were very little able to annoy us. But du- | 
ring the Trial of Sacheverel, our Audiences 
| were extremely weaken'd, by the better Rank 
of People 8 daily attending it: While, at the 
| ſame time, the lower Sort, who were not 
' equally admitted to that grand Spectacle, as | 
; eagerly crowded into Dru Lane, to a new 
Comedy, call'd The fair Quaker of Deal. This 
. having ſome low Strokes of natural Hu- 
mour in it, was rightly calculated, for the Ca- 
pacity of the Actors, who play'd it, and to | 
the Taſte of the Mult: tude, who were now, 
| more difpotcd, and at leiſure to fee it: But the | 
| molt happy Incident, in its Fortune, was the | 
| 


a © 


Charm of the fiir Quaker, which was acted | 
by Miſs Santlgte, (afterwards Mrs. B:sth) whoſe 
Perſon was then in the full Bloom of what 
{ Beauty ſhe might pretend to: Before this, the 
had only been admired as the moſt excellent 
Dancer; which, perha ps, might not a little 
contribute 
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contribute to the favourable Reception ſhe 
now met with, as an Actreſs, in this Character, 
which ſo happily ſuited her Figure, and Ca- 
pacity : The gentle Softneſs of her Voice, the 
compoſed Innocence of her Aſpect, the Mo- 
deſty of her Dreſs, the reſerved Decency of her 
Geſture, and the Simplicity of the Sentiments, 
that naturally fell from her, made her ſeem 
the amiable Maid ſhe repreſented : In a Word, 
not the enthuſiaſtick Maid of Orleans, was 
more ſerviceable of old, to the French Army, 
when the Engliſß had diſtreſſed them, than 
this fair Quaker was, at the Head of that dra- 
matick Attempt, upon which the Support of 
their weak Society depended. 

But when the Trial, I have mention'd, and 
the Run of this Play was over, the Tide of 
the Town beginning to turn again in our Fa- 
vour, Collier was reduced to give his thea- 
trical Aﬀairs a different Scheme ; which ad- 
vanced the Stage another Step towards that 
Settlement, which, in my Tune was of the 
ongeſt Duration, 
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on any other Perſon's Conduct, than tnat of 
the old Patentee: For if he was conſcious, 
of his being under the Subjection of that 
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The Patentee, having now no Afters, rebuilds 
the new Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields. A 
Gueſs at bis Reaſons for it. Mere Changes, 
in the State of the Stage. The Peginning of 
its better Days, under the Triumvirate f 

Aftors, A Sketch of their governing Cla- 

rattcrs. 


S coarſe Mothers may have comely Chil- 
dren ; ſo Anarchy has been the Parent 
of many a good Government ; and by a Pa- 
rity of poſſible Conſequences we ſhall find, 
that from the frequent Convulſions of the Stage, 


aroſe, at laſt, its longeſt Settlement, and Pro- 


ſperity; which many of my Readers (or if I 
ſhould happen to have but few of them, many 


of my Spectators, at leaſt) who, I hope, have 


not yet liv'd half their Time, will be able to 
remember. 

Though the Patent had been often under 
Diſtreſſes, it had never felt any Blow, equa! 


to this unrevoked Order of Silence; which it 
is not eaſy to conceive, could have fallen up- 


Power, which had ſilenc'd him, why would he 
incur the Danger of a Suſpenſion, by his to 
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obſtinate, and impolitick Treatment of his 
Actors? If he thought ſuch Power over him 
illegal, how came he to obey it now, more 
than before, when he lighted a former Or- 
der, that injoin'd him to give his Actors their 
Benefits, on their uſual Conditions? But to do 
him Juſtice, the ſame Obſtinacy, that involv'd 
him, in theſe Difficulties, at laſt, preſerv'd to 
his Heirs the Property of the Patent, in its 
full Force, and Value; yet to ſuppoſe that he 
ſoreſav/ a milder uſe of Power, in ſome future 
Prince's Reign, might be more favourable to 
him, is begging at beſt but a cold Queſtion, 
But whether he knew that this broken Con- 
dition of the Patent would not make his 
troubleſome Friends, the Adventurers, fly from 
it, as from a falling Houſe, ſeems not ſo dif- 
ficult a Queiitzon. However, let the Reader 
form his own Judgment of them, from the 
Facts, that follow'd : It muſt therefore be 
obſerv'd, that the Adventurers ſeldom came 
near the Houſe, but when there was ſome 
viſible Appearance of a Dividend: But I could 
never hear, that upon an ill Run of Audiences 
they had ever returned, or brouzht in a fin- 
le Shilling, to make good the Deficiencies of 
their daily Receipts, Therefore, as the Pa- 
tentce, in Poſſeſſion, had alone, for ſeveral 
Years, ſupported, and ſtood azainſt this Un- 
certainty of Fortune, it may be imagin'd, that 
his Accounts were under ſo voluminous a Per- 
plexity, that few of thoſe Adventurers would 
ave Leiture, or Capacity enough to unravel 
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them: And as they had formerly thrown away 
their Time, and Money at Law, in a fruitleis 
Enquiry into them, they now ſeem'd te have 
intirely given up their Right and Intereit: 
And, according to my beſt Infor=:ton, not- 
withſtanding the ſubſequent Gains of the Pa- 
tent have been ſometimes extraordinary, the 
tarther Demands, or Claims of Right, of the 
Adventurers, have lain dormant, above theſe 
hve and twenty Yeers. 

Having ſhewn by what means Collier had 
diſpoſſeſs d this Patentee, not only of the Dru- 
ry-Lane Houſe, but likewiſe of thoſ: tew 
Actors, which he had kept, for ſome time 
unemploy'd in it; we are now led to conſider 
another Project of the tame Patentee, which, 
if we are to judge of it by the Event, has 
ſhewn him more a Wite, than a Weak Man; 
which I confets at the time he put it in Exc- 
cution, ſeem'd not ſo clear a Point: For not- 
withſtanding he now ſaw the Authority, and 
Power of his Patent was ſuperſeded, or was at 
veſt but precarious, and that he had not one 
Actor left, in his Service; vet under al! theſe 
Dilemma's, and Diſtreſſes, he refolv'd upor: 
rebuilding the New Theatre in Lincolr's- Þrre- 
Fields, of which he had taken a Leafe, at a 
low Rent, ever ſince Betterten's Company had 
firſt left it. This Conduct ſeem'd ton deep 
for my Comprehenſion! What are we to think 
of his taking this Leaſe, in the height ot his 
Proſperity, when he could have no Occaiion 
for it? Was he a Prophet? Could he then fre- 
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ſee, he ſhould, one time or other, be turn'd 
out of Drury-Laue? Or did his mere Appe- 
tite of Architecture urge him to build a Houſe, 
while he could not be ſure, he ſhould ever 
have leave to make uſe of it? But of all this, 
we may think as we pleaſe ; whatever was his 
Motive, he, at his own Expence, in this In- 
terval of his having nothing elſe to do, rebuilt 
that Theatre from the Ground, as it is now 
ſtanding. As for the Order of Silence he ſeem'd 
little concern'd at it, while it gave him ſo much 
uninterrupted Leiſure to ſuperviſe a Work, 
which he naturally took Delight in. 

After this Detcat of the Patentee, the The- 
atrical Forces oi Callier in Drurv-Lane, not- 
withſtanding their having drawn the Multi- 
tude after them, for about three Weeks, du- 
ring the Trial of Sachevere!, had made but an 
indifferent Campaign, at the end of the Seaſon. 
C:llier, at leaſt, found ſo little Account in it, 
that it obliged him to puſh his Court-Intereſt 
(which, wherever the Stage was concern'd, 
was not inconfiderable; to tupport him in ano- 
ther Scheme; which was, that in conſidera- 
tion of his giving up the Drury-Lane Cloaths, 
Scenes, and Actors, to Swwrnry, and his joint 
Sharers, in the Hay-Market, he (Collier might 
be put into an equal Poſſeſſion of the Hays 
Market Theatre, with all the Singers, Ec. 
an be made ſole Director of the Opera, Ac- 
coruingly, by Permiſſion of the Lord Cham- 
berlain, a Treaty was enter'd into, and in a 
e Days ratified by all Parties, conformable 

to 
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ſee, he ſhould, one time or other, be turn'd 


out of Drury-Lane * Or did his mere Appe- 
tite of Architecture urge him to build a Houſe, 
while he could not be ſure, he ſhould ever 
have leave to make uſe of it? But of all this, 
we may think as we pleaſe ; whatever was his 
Motive, he, at his own Expence, in this In- 
' terval of his having nothing elle to do, rebuilt 
that Theatre from the Ground, as it 1s now 
ſtanding. As for the Order of Silence he ſeem d 
little concern'd at it, while it gave him ſo muct 
uninterrupted Leiture to ſuperviſe a Work, 
which he naturally took Delight in. 

After this Defeat of the Patentec, the The- 
atrical Forces of Cæller in Drury-Lane, not- 
withſtanding their having drawn the Multi- 
tude after them, for about three Weeks, du- 
ring the Trial of Sachevere!, had made but an 
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indifferent Campaign, at the end of the Seaſon. 
. — - y * * * . 
Colirer, at leaſt, found ſo little Account in it, 


that it obliged him to puſh his Court-Intereſt 
(which, wherever the Stage was concern'd, 
was not inconſiderable, to tupport him in ano- 
ther Scheme ; which was, that in conſidera- 
tion of his giving up the Drury-Lane Cloaths, 
Scenes, and Actors, to Swrnry, and his joint 
Sharers, in the Hay-Market, he (Colirr ) might 
be put into an equal Poſſeſſion of the Hays 
A71rket Theatre, with all the Singers, Ec. 
an be made ſole Director of the Opera. Ac- 
raingly, by Permititon of the Lord Cham - 
erlain, a Treaty was enter'd into, and in a 
e Days ratified by all Parties, conformable 
to 
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better, by thus making the Day before it a 
Faſt. But as this was not a Favour defign'd 
us, this Prohibition of a Day, methinks, de- 
ſerves a little farther Notice, becauſe it evi- 
dently took a ſixth Part of their Income, from 
all the hired Actors, who were only paid, in 
proportion to the Number of acting Days. 
This extraordinary Regard to Operas, was in 
effect making the Day-labouring Actors the 
rincipal Subfoeribers to them, and the ſhutting 
out People trem the Play every Wedneſday, 
many murmur' dat, as an Abridgment of their 
uſual Liberty, And tho' I was one of thoſe, 
who profited by that Order, it ought not to 
bribe me, into a Concealment of what was 
then ſeid and thought of it. I remember a 
Nobleman of the firſt Rank, then in a high 
Poſt, and not out of Court-Favour, ſaid open- 
ly behind the Scenes —— It was ſhameful to 
"nk part of the Aber, Bread from them to ſup- 
r: the filly Diverſion of Pegple of Quality. But 


1 ! ny . 11 SE: L % 0 
alas! what was ail this Grievance, when 
” * , . * 1 LF. * = - 
Weignedagataſt Ne Qu lications of 10 ITTraVe, 


nd ſtanch a Senator, as Callie-? Such viſible 
Merit, it ſeems, was to be made eaſy, tho” at 
the Expence 01 the — I had almoſt faid, Ha- 
54 ot the Court, whole gracious Intention 
tor the Theatrical Common-wealth, might 
have ſhone with thrice the Luſtre, if ſuch as 
paltry Price had not been pad for it. But as 
the Gor ernment of the Stage, is but that of the 
World in Miniature, we vight rot to have 
Wonder d, tlit Colivr had Intereſt enough to 
quarter 
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quarter the Weakneſs of the Opera, upon the 
Strength of the Comedy. Genezal good Inten- 
tions are not always pr: acticable to a Perfection. 
The moſt neceſſury Law can hardly pat ſs, but 
a Tenderneſs to ſome private Intereſt, ſhall of- 
ten hang ſuch Exceptions upon a 
Clauſes, till at laſt it comes out lame, and life- 
leſs, with the Loſs of half its Force, Purpoſe, 
and Dignity. As for Inſtance ; how many 
fruitleſs Motions have been made in Parlia- 
ments, to moderate the enormous Exactions, 
in the Practice of the Law? And what fort 
of Juſtice muſt that be call'd, which, when a 
Man has not a Mind to pay you a Debt of Te: 
Pounds, it ſhall coſt you Fifty, before vou Can 
get it? How long too has the Publick been 
labouring for a Bridge at Veſminſten? But the 
Wonder, that it was not built a Hundred 
Years ago ceaſes, when we are told, That the 
Fear of maki ag one End of Lenden, as rich, a8 
the other, has de N ſo long, an Ol ſtru tion 
to it: And — it might ſeem a ſtill greater 
Wonder, when a new Law tor building one 
had at laſt got ver that Appre tent Mn, that it 
{hould meet with any farther De! ay ; vet Ex- 
perience has ſhewn us, that the Structure of 
this uſeful Ornament to our Metropolis has 
been fo clogg'd by private Jobs, that were to be 
pick'd out of the Undertaking, and t. ic Progreſs 
of the Work ſo diiconcerted by a tedious ns 
tention of private Intereſts, and Endeavours to 
impoſe upon the Publick ab 20Mminable — mins 
that a whole Year was loſt, before a ſingle 
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c 11d be laid to its Foundation. But Po- 
owe its Praiſes, to the Zeal; and Re- 
ta truly Noble Commiſfioner, whoſe 
Impatience has broke thro' thoſe 
Cc, Thote falſe and frivolous Ob- 
. (1 It, and has already b San 
˖ | t 3c, that future Monument 
io far ait this may be allow'd applicable 
to e Ol F tize Sta Ca is not of 1o great 
Import nor ſo much my Concern, as that 
what ! erv'd upon it ſhould alwavs remain 
a memorable Truth, to the Honour of that 
Nobleman, But now I go on: Collier being 
| | of his Muſical Government, 
t. t hi beſt way would be to farm it out 
to u Genteman, aro Hill, Eſq; (who, he 
had re to jup pole, Knew ſomething more 
t Theatrical Matters, than kimfſclf) at a 
Rent, if ! take not, of Six Hundred Pounds 
Pur But belore the Sezfor was ended 
ay hat Occaiton, if 1 could remember, it 
! N | | CY lay 100 It int } His 
IIund : But all his Skill, and Intereſt, 
( 11 f - the Direction ot the era, to 
| a Pol) he thought duc to a Perſon 
ct is Confideretion: Ile therefore, the Year 
following, e: a von another high-handed 
Sc £, „ ich, till the Demiſe of the Queen, 
tu: to his better Account 
Aſter die Comedians wild Poleſſion of 
[ Laus, hom whence. dui my time 
upon the St. they never depurted, then 
Swem 
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Swarm of Audienccs excecded all that had been 
ken, in thirty Years before; which, however, 
I do not impute fo much to the Excellence of 
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we ſtood in any Place of Commpariion with the 
1 
: 


eminent Actors before. us 18 haps t. 9, 57 
there being now an End af the fie t Di. 
viſions, and Diſorders, that had from time 
to tine broke in upon, an ted their La- 
bours, not a little might be c ibuted to t 
2 

Suce . 

Collier, then, like a true lioworiſh Conrti: 2 


obſerving the Proſperity of a Theatre, which 
he, the Year before, had parted with, for a 
worle, began to meditate an Exchange t 
Theatrical Poſts with Se- 01 
bly very fair Pretenſions to that he was in, by 
his being firit choſen, by the Court 
late, and reſcue the Staze from the ders 
it had ſuffer'd, under its former RI gers: 


Yet Colter knew that fort of eri: | 
ſtand in no Competition, with lis being 2 
Member of Parliament: II. 8. re hack re- 
courſe to his Court-Intereſt where mocr Will, 
and Pleaſure, at that time, was the one Ian 
that difpo! dot all Theatrical Rich: Y 
Sreiney to let him be off, from bis! . 
gain, for a better. To this, it n ( | 
Szerney demurr'd, and. he! Re 
itronoly remonſtrated 2 
} 8 ' 11 5 
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mand of interctt, he kept it to ſtrict Duty, and 
was immoertable; infomuch that Sir Jahn 
F,norugh, who Was a Friend to Sine, and 
who by his Intimacy with the People in Power, 
better knew the Motive of their Actions, ad- 
y4Winey rather to accept of the Change, 
than by a Non-compliance to hazard his being 
luded trom any Poſt, or Concern in either 
of the I neatres : To conclude, it was not long 
before C:ilrer had procured a new Licenſe for 


cting la * SC. for himſclf, Wilks, Dogget, 
Cher, exclutive of Sworney, who by this 
new Regulation was reduc'd to his Hebſan's 


Choice of tne Opera. 
Scene being thus transferr'd to the Opera, 
the tinking Condition Callier had left it, 
ound the Reccipts of it, in the Winter follow- 
ing 1711, ſo far ſhort of the Expences, that 


be was driven to attend his Fortune in ſome 
more. favourable Climate, where he remain'd 
twenty Years an Exile, from his Friends, and 
,ountry ; tho' there has been ſcarce an Engliſb 
-entieman, who in his Tear of France, or 
, has not renew'd, or created an Acquain- 
tance with him. As this is a Circumſtance, 
that many Pe-ple may have forgot, I cannot 
remember it, without that Regard, and Con- 
cern it deſerucs from all that know him: Yet 
it is ſome Mitigation of his Misfortune, that 
ſince his Return to England, his grey Hairs, and 
cheerful Diſpuſition, have ſtill found a general 
Welcome aracng his foreign, and former do- 
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Collier being now, ſirſt-commiſſion'd Mana- 
ger with the Comedians, drove them too, to 
the laſt Inch of a hard Bargain (the natural 
Conſequence of all "Freatics becween Powe 
and Neceſſity.) He not only demanded ſis hun- 
dred a Year, neit Money, the Price at wl.1-h 
he had farm'd out his Opera, and to make the 
Buſineſs a Sme-cure to him; but likcwelſe inſiſt- 
ed, upon a Moiety of the Two hundred, that 
had been levied upon us the Ye-r before, in 
Aid of the Operas ; in all oJ. Theſe large, 
and ample Conditions, contidering in what 
Hands we were, we refolv'd to twallow wih- 
out wry Faces; rather chuſing to run any Ha- 
zurd, than contend with a formidable Power, 
againſt which we had no Remedy: But ſo it 
happen'd, that Fortune took better care of our 


\ ly 


done: For had Collier accepted of our finſt Gt- 
fer, of an equal Share with us, he had got 
three hundred Pounds a Year more, by com- 
plying with it, than by the Sum he impoſed 
upon us; our Shares being never let, than 
thouſand annually, to cach of us, d the End 
of the Queen's Reign, in 1714. Atcer wich 
gllier's Commiſſion was ſuperſeded; his Tig- 
atrical Poſt, upon the Acceſiion of his late Na- 
jeſty, being given to Sir Nice: S 
From theſe various Revolinions, in the CGo- 
vernment of the Theatre, all oweing to the! 
tentees miſtaken Principle 0! ncreaing theit 
Profits, by too far enflaving their Pe ple. 
Keeping down the Price t good Actors (and! 
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had a ſtronger Paſſion, for Glory.” than Luc: 
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two or three Suits to be made, or refreſh'd, 


ay 
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for Actors « 1 moderate Contedqucne e, that his 
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having conſtantly a new one for himſelf, might 
icem leſs particular, tho' he had, as yet, no 
new Part for it. This expeditious Care ot do- 
11 E 2 ö d. With IT: V Altit 4 f. 1 OUI Ci niet C 
to it, Degget always look'd upon, with the 
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commended his Fancy; or at moſt but whit- 
per'd him not to give himſelf ſo much trou- 
ble, about others, upon whole Performance it 
woutid but be thrown away: To which, with 
a fmilins Air of Triumph, over my want ot 
Penetration. he has reply 'd— Why, now, that 
was what I rcallv did it for! to ſhew others, 
dat J love to take care of them, as well as of 
mytelt. Thus whenever he made himſelf ca— 
v, he had not the leaſt Conception, let the 
Expence be what it would, that we could poſ- 
fibly diſlike it. And from the ſame Principle, 
provided a thinner Audience were liberal of 
their Applauſe, he gave himſelf little Concern 
abo ut the Reccipt of it. As in theſe different 
empers of my Brother-Managers, there might 
be equally ſomething right, and wrong, it was 
equ ally my Buſineſs to keep well with them 
both : And tho' of the two, I was rather in- 
c.in'd to Dogget's way of thinking, yet I was 
always under the difagreeable Reſtraint of not 
letting Ililks ſee it: Therefore, when in any 
ma cri Point of Management, they were rea- 
to come to a Rupture, I cund it adviſeable 
to | think neither of them, abſolutely in the 
wrong; but by giving to one as much of the 
Riche in his Opinion this way, as I took from 
the Other in that; their Di :Ferences were ſomc- 
times ſoft' ned int > Conceſſions, that I have rea- 
to think prevented many ill Conſequences, 


in our Aftaire, tuat otherwiſe mi ht have at- 
tended them... But this was always to be done 
wWitavery gentle Hand; for as Milte was apt to 
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be eaſily hurt, by Oppoſition, ſo when he felt 


it he was as apt to be inſupportable. How- 
ever, there were ſome Points, in which we 
were always unanumous, In the twenty 
Years, while we were our own Directors, we 
never had a Creditor that had OCCaion to come 
twice for his Bill; every Monday Niorning dit- 
charged us of all Demands, before we took a 
Shilling for our own Uic. And from thi 
time, we neither aſk'd any Actor, nor were 
deſired by them, to ſign any written Agree- 
ment (to the beſt of my Memory) whatſocrer: 
The Rate of their reſpective Salaries were on- 
ly enter'd in our daily Pay-Roll ; which plain 
Rec. "(4d every one look d upon, as good as Citv- 
Security: For Where an honeſt Meaning is 
mutual, the mutual Confidence will be Bond 
enough, in Conſcience, on both ſides: But 
that J may not aſcribe more to our Conduct 
than was really its Due, I ought to give For- 
tune her Share of the Commendati In; for had 
not our Succeſs exceeded our Fxpectati jon, it 
might not have been in our Power, fo through 
ly to have obſerv'd thoſe laudable Rules of Oc- 
conomy, Juſtice, and Lenity, which to hap- 
pily ſupported us: But the Severities, and 
Oppreſſion we had ſuffer'd under our former 
Maſters, made us incapable of impoſing them 
upon others ; which gave our whole Society 
the cheerful Looks of a reſcued People. But 
notwithſtanding this general Cauſe of Con- 
tent, it was not above a Year or two before 
the Imperfection of human Nature began to 
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ſhew itielt in contrary Symptoms. The Me- 
: Hazards which the Managers had 
the Diticulties they had combated, 
un bringing to Periection, that Revolution, by 
Which they bad all fo amply profited, in the 
Amendment of their general Income, began 
dow to be turmotten ; their Acknowledgements, 
{ thanktul Promiſcs of Fidelity, were no 
repcated, or ſcarce thought obligatory : 
Lees and Plenty, by an habitual Enjoyment, 
| don their Novelty, and the Largeneſs of 
their Saluncs, ſcem'd rather leſſen'd than ad- 
ca, by the extraordinary Gains of the Un- 
aertiiiers; tor that is the Scale, in which the 
red Actor will always weigh his  Perfor- 


„ 


1 


ce; but whatever Reaſon there may ſeem 

be, in his Caſe; yet as he is frequently apt 

to throw a little Self-partiality into the Ba- 
ce, that Confideration may a good deal al- 
1 1 neſs of it. While the Act. TS, 
theretore, had this way of thinking, happy 
r the Managers, that their united In- 
nicp.rably the fame, and that 

| Power in Acting, ftood in a 

the reſt, that if the whole 

tic len had deferted them, it 

yer have been an caſter Matter for the 

ave rick'd up Recruits, thun for 
ters to have found proper Officers to 
1. Here, then, in this Diſtinction 
| ng Actors ouricives, 

% our Government, which 
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Limbs enabled us, to 
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ing advanc'd to 2 Share with us, was certain- 
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ſtrongly he had oppos'd the Meatures, that had 
made us M. nagers, by ſetting himſelt (as has 
been obſerv d) at the Head of an oppotite In- 
tereſt, he could not as yet, have much to com- 
plain of: Beſide, if the Court had thought 
him, now, an equal Object of Favour, it could 
ot have been in cur Power, to have oppos'd 
his Preferment : This I mention, not to take 
from his Merit, but to ſhew, from what Cauſe 
it was not, as yet, better provided tor. There- 


tore it may be no Vanity to fay, our havinsz at 
* * * * = * n * - 
that tume, no vilible Competitors on the Sta e, 


was the only Intereſt, that rais'd us to be the 
Managers ot it. 

But here, let me reſt a while, and ſince. at 
my time of Day, our beſt Poſleſſions are bu 
Eate, and Quiet, | muſt be content, it I will 
have Sallics ot Pleaſure, to take un with thote 
only, that are to be found in Imagination 
When I look back, therefore, on the Stor 
of the Stage, we had been tofs'd in; when! 
conſider, that various Viciſſitudę of Hopes and 
Fears, we had for twenty Years itruggled with 
and found ourſicives. at laſt, thus fatcty ſet © 


Shore, to emoy the Produce of our cn I- 
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bours ; and to have rais'd thofe Labours by out 
Skill, and Induſtry, to a much fairer Profit, 
than our Taſk-maſters, by all their ſevere, and 
griping Government, had ever reap'd from them; 
a good- natur d Reader, that is not offended at 
the Compariton of great things, with imall, 
will allow was a Triumph, in proportion, equal 
to thoſe, that have attended the moſt hcroick 
Enterprizes tor Liberty! What Tranſport could 
the firſt Brutus feel, upon his Expulſion of the 
Tarquns, greater than that which now danc'd 
in the Heart of a poor Actor, who irom an in- 
jur'd Labourer, unpaid his Hire, had made 
himſelf, without Guilt, a legal Manager of his 
own Fortune * Let the Grave and Great con- 
temn, or yawn at theſe low Conceits, but let 
me be happy, in the Enjoyment of them ! To 
this Hour my Memory runs o'er that pleaſing 
Proſpect of Lite paſt, with little leſs Delight, 
than when I was firſt, in the real Poſſeſſion of 
it. This is the natural Temper oft my Mind, 
which my Acquaintance are frequently Wit- 
neſſes of: And as this was all the Ambition, 
Providence had made mv obſcure Condition 
capable of, I am thanxtul, that Means were 
given me to enjoy the Fruits of it. 


Hoc et 


Vivere bis, vita poſſe prior frui. 


Something like the Meaning of this, the leſs 
carned Reader may find in my Title Page. 
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